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Be  sure  to  he  on  the 
Bowers  and  Merena 
mailing  list! 


Coming  your  way  in  1999  and  also 
next  year  will  he  the  most  interesting, 
most  extensive  presentation  of  auctions 
and  catalogues  we  have  ever  issued — 
and  coming  from  Bowers  and  Merena 
this  is  quite  a  statement!  The  Walter 
Childs  Collection,  begun  in  1870  and 
containing  the  finest-known  1804  dollar, 
will  cross  the  block  this  summer.  Three 
sales  will  feature  gems,  treasures,  and 
other  desirable  items  from  the  Harry  W. 
Bass,  Jr.  Research  Foundation,  among 
which  will  be  dazzling  U.S.  gold  coins 
from  dollars  to  double  eagles,  patterns, 
scarce  and  rare  currency,  small  denomi¬ 
nation  California  gold,  tokens  and  med¬ 
als,  and  many  other  things — a  presenta¬ 
tion  that  will  forever  echo  in  the  halls  of 
numismatics.  And,  issues  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Rniew,  The  Coin  Collector,  and 
other  auction  sales  will  contain  many 
buying  opportunities,  much  numismatic 
information,  and  will  be  a  delight  to  read 
and  contemplate. 


To  subscribe  or 
renac  is  easy ! 

Just  call  Mary  or  Donna  in  our 
Publications  Department  at 
1-800-222-5993,  credit  card  in 
hand.  For  just  $145  we  will 
send  you  all  of  our  periodical 
publications  which  include 
six  issues  of  our  award-win¬ 
ning  magazine,  the  Rare 
Coin  Rn-iew,  over  15  copies 
of  our  illustrated  newspa¬ 
per,  The  Coin  Collector,  and 
all  our  regular-issue  auction 
catalogues  and  prices  real¬ 
ized  lists  for  the  next  12 
months — publications  that 
cost  well  over  $350  to  produce 
and  deliver  to  you!  Or,  if  you 
have  spent  $500  or  more  with  us 
for  coins,  books,  or  auction  pur¬ 
chases  since  January  1,  1997,  you  are 
entitled  to  the  special  customer  dis¬ 
count  price  of  just  $95. 

We  are  so  sure  that  you  will  be 
pleased  with  the  beautiful  and  informa¬ 
tive  publications  you  receive  from  us 
that  we  offer  you  a  money-back  guaran¬ 
tee  of  satisfaction! 
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From  Dave's 


Welcome  to  the  latest  issue  of  the  Rare 

Coin  Review.  And,  what  a  great  issue  it  is! 
We  are  deeply  honored  to  have  been  se¬ 
lected  to  showcase  at  public  auction  many 
numismatic  treasures  gathered  over  a  long 
period  of  time  by  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  who  is 
fondly  remembered  as  a  gentleman's  gentle¬ 
man,  a  connoisseur's  connoisseur  — a  very 
fine  person  who  combined  the  elements  of  a 
winning  personality  with  a  keen  numis¬ 
matic  sense.  Over  a  long  period  of  years 
Harry  drew  upon  our  private  inventory  as 
well  as  our  public  auction  sales  to  add  to  his 
marvelous  cabinet.  The  entire  numismatic 
world  was  saddened  to  learn  of  his  passing 
on  August  4, 1998.  Separate  from  the  series 
of  auction  catalogues  we  are  planning,  I  will 
be  working  with  our  expert  staff  of  numis¬ 
matists  to  create  a  sylloge  or  catalogue 
raisonne,  of  many  numismatic  treasures  in 
the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Research  Foundation. 
No  effort  will  be  spared  to  create  a  work  of 
lasting  importance.  Meanwhile,  our  auction 
catalogues  will  be  prepared  with  the  same 
credo  of  quality.  More  information  will  be 
given  as  planning  reaches  fruition. 

During  his  lifetime,  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
served  as  president  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  for  an  extended  term,  lending 
his  business  and  numismatic  talents  to  the 
management  of  that  venerable  institution.  By 
coincidence,  I  had  written  an  article  some 
time  ago  on  the  marvelous  exhibition  of  coins 
mounted  by  the  Society  in  1914.  This  article 
has  been  on  the  shelf,  but  is  now  presented 
for  your  reading  and  enjoyment. 


Desk 


A  marvelous  array  of  coins  for  sale  will 
be  found  on  the  pages  to  follow.  Specimens 
in  just  about  every  area  of  interest  from  Colo¬ 
nial  and  early  American  coins,  through  silver 
coins  of  all  denominations,  an  important  of¬ 
fering  of  gold,  commemoratives  and  other 
specialities. 

At  Bowers  and  Merena  the  emphasis  is 
on  quality,  which,  in  the  long  run  seems  to  be 
about  the  most  important  aspect  of  any  coin 
you  wish  to  buy.  For  sure,  the  price  has  to  be 
right,  and  the  transaction  has  to  be  enjoyable 
and  we  offer  these  elements  as  well.  The 
beauty  part  is  that  quality  often  costs  little  if 
any  more  than  regular,  simply  because  today 
in  1999  the  vast  majority  of  coin  buyers  are 
oriented  toward  "numbers"  and  have  little 
clue  as  to  as  to  other  important  aspects— such 
as  aesthetic  appeal,  striking,  and  more. 
Searching  for  quality  takes  time,  and  we  put 
much  more  effort  into  buying  coins  than  sell¬ 
ing!  Of  course,  this  is  just  the  opposite  of 
most  other  businesses.  The  effort  we  expend, 
which  results  in  a  smaller  profit  margin  on 
each  coin  we  sell,  comes  back  in  a  grand  way, 
for  collectors  who  have  bought  coins  else¬ 
where  appreciate  the  coins  they  receive  here, 
and  come  back  again  and  again. 

The  best  buys  in  the  rare  coin  market 
are  reference  books.  For  $10,  $20,  $100,  or 
whatever,  you  can  buy  interesting,  useful 
books  that  will  repay  their  cost  many  times 
over  when  it  comes  to  gaining  knowledge.  If 
Harry  Bass  were  alive  today  and  were  asked 
how  he  obtained  his  knowledge,  no  doubt  he 
would  now  state  that  one  of  his  prime  inter¬ 


ests  in  numismatics  was  the  building  of  his 
fantastic  reference  library  (much  of  which  has 
been  consigned  to  numismatic  bookseller 
George  F.  Kolbe,  to  be  presented  in  a  series  of 
auctions).  In  fact,  Harry  would  often  go  after 
an  elusive  book  just  as  aggressively  as  he 
would  an  elusive  coin! 

Each  book  we  offer  comes  with  an  at¬ 
tractive  discount,  10%  for  any  book  order  to¬ 
talling  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  and  an  espe¬ 
cially  attractive  20%  discount  for  any  book 
order  totalling  more  than  $100.  This  is  our 
way  to  help  you  build  your  library  at  low 
cost. 

Our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  128  is  in 
your  hands.  We've  done  our  part  and  now 
each  and  every  one  of  us  awaits  your  order. 
For  coins,  our  Direct  Sales  Department  (Gail 
Watson  and  Janet  Lavertue)  stands  ready  to 
tend  to  your  request,  while  for  books  our 
Publications  Department  (Mary  Tocci,  Donna 
Badeau,  and  Guy  Hughes)  are  likewise  ready. 
"Behind"  them  is  the  best  support  group  in 
all  of  numismatics  —  fine  people  dedicated  to 
what  has  been  called,  rightfully,  "the  world's 
greatest  hobby." 

Enjoy! 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  Collection  of  Harry  Wesley  Bass,  Jr. 

The  Harry  W.  Bass ,  Jr.  Research  Foundation 

An  appreciation  of  the  numismatist  and  his  accomplishments 


Harry  VV.  Bass,  Jr.: 

Gentleman,  Connoisseur, 
and  Numismatist 

In  the  world  of  numismatics,  the 
name  Harry  Wesley  Bass,  Jr„  will  long  be 
remembered  for  his  remarkable  collection 
ami  his  outstanding  contributions  to  the 
coin  collecting  hobby.  1  lis  holdings  and  his 
research  efforts  on  U.S.  gold  by  die  variet¬ 
ies  and  die  states  remain  unparalleled  in 
the  history'  of  numismatics. 

Bom  on  January'  6, 1927,  in  Oklahoma 
City,  at  an  early  age  Harry  had  a  passion 
for  history'  and  research.  He  had  a  great 
appreciation  for  things  from  the  past,  the 
interesting  and  the  unusual,  especially  if 
they  reflected  quality  of  workmanship.  He 
enjoyed  collecting  oriental  rugs,  knives,  art 
objects,  books,  coins,  and  more.  As  he 
gained  experience,  he  set  as  a  goal  for  ev¬ 
ery  collection  to  be  among  the  most  com¬ 
plete  possible  — a  world-class  reference  col¬ 
lection  that  he  and  others  could  enjoy  for 
research  and  study. 

Drawing  upon  experience  gained  in 
the  family  oil  business,  in  participation  in 
politics  on  behalf  of  the  Republican  Party 
in  Texas,  in  his  work  with  the  ski  resort 
operated  by  Vail  Associates,  and  his  per¬ 
sonal  hand  in  the  development  of  the 
nearby  Beaver  Creek  resort,  he  was  well 
prepared  to  enjoy  just  about  every  aspect 
of  numismatics.  He  discovered  coins  in 
the  1960s,  developed  his  interest  to  the 
point  at  which  in  the  1970s  his  connois- 
seurship  was  nationally  recognized,  and 
continued  his  passion  for  the  rest  of  his 
life,  until  his  unfortunate  passing  on  April 
4,1998. 

As  a  first  order  of  activity',  he  set  about 
building  a  definitive  reference  library  on 
American  numismatics.  Within  a  few  years 
he  had  accomplished  the  feat  of  building 
one  of  the  finest  holdings  of  numismatic 


books  and  catalogues  ever  gath¬ 
ered  by  a  private  collector.  Not 
content  to  rest  on  his  laurels,  he 
continued  to  add  to  his  holdings 
anytime  a  title  of  interest  came 
to  hand.  His  library  expanded  to 
include  many  reference  books, 
serial  publications,  and  studies 
on  American  history.  Thus,  from 
virtually  the  outset,  when  Harry 
became  interested  in  acquiring 
certain  coins  and  paper  money, 
he  studied  them  thoroughly  and 
was  often  as  knowledgeable 
about  his  intended  purchase  as 
the  professional  dealer  or  long¬ 
time  collector  who  offered  it  for 
sale. 

With  a  connoisseur's  eve 

J 

and  with  a  generous  purchase 
budget,  he  acquired  many  im¬ 
portant  coins,  notes,  tokens,  and 
paper  money  during  the  several 
decades  of  his  collecting  career. 

Working  closely  with  Dallas 
dealer  Mike  Brownlee  as  well  as 
with  leading  professionals  all 
over  America,  he  carefully  reviewed  the 
many  important  properties  offered  to  him, 
including  incredibly  important  bank  notes 
and  currency  items  from  the  Robert  F. 
Schermerhorn  and  William  Philpott  collec¬ 
tions,  great  gold  rarities  from  private  cabi¬ 
nets,  and  more,  selecting  single  items, 
groups,  or  even  entire  series. 

In  addition  to  buying  items  outright, 
he  made  many  purchases  in  person  and 
through  agents  at  virtually  every  impor¬ 
tant  auction  held  from  the  1960s  onward. 
Harry  was  always  willing  to  "reach"  if  a 
coin  or  note  offered  a  combination  of  high 
quality  and  rarity,  and  in  the  process  he 
outbid  many  competitors. 

In  addition  to  gathering  books,  coins, 


and  other  items  for  his  collection,  he  did 
much  in  the  way  of  outreach  for  the 
hobby.  For  years  he  served  as  a  councilor 
for  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
New  York  City,  and  from  1978  through 
1984  he  was  highly  esteemed  as  the 
Society's  president. 

He  was  administrator  of  two  non¬ 
profit  foundations.  The  Harry  Bass  Foun¬ 
dation,  created  by  his  father,  has  for  a  long 
time  supported  various  Dallas  area  activi¬ 
ties  including  religious  and  charitable  in¬ 
stitutions,  hospitals,  and  museums.  A 
separate  foundation,  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Research  Foundation,  was  set  up  to  ad¬ 
vance  research  and  scholarship  in  certain 
areas  of  United  States  coinage  including 
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4  The  Collection  of  Harry  Wesley  Bass,  Jr. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


literature,  patterns,  and  gold  coins 
(with  particular  interest  in  out¬ 
reach  on  the  Internet  and  elec¬ 
tronic  media),  as  well  as  to  en¬ 
gage  in  significant  philan¬ 
thropic  endeavors  in  other 
fields.  The  Foundation  continues 
to  make  available  to  a  wide  circle 
of  numismatists  much  informa¬ 
tion  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
time  by  Harry  Bass.  In  the  future  the 
tivities  of  the  Foundation  will  include 
availability  on  the  Internet  of  detailed 
descriptions  and  illustrations  in  full 
color  of  many  of  Harry's  numismatic 
treasures,  along  with  authoritative  in¬ 
formation. 

To  further  its  philanthropic  objec¬ 
tives,  the  trustees  of  the  Harry  W. 
Bass,  Jr.  Research  Foundation  have 
commissioned  the  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena  organization  to  showcase  at  pub¬ 
lic  auction  many  important 
items  from  its  .vast  and  impres¬ 
sive  holdings.  No  effort  will  be 
spared  to  make  the  planned  se¬ 
ries  of  three  catalogues  a  fine  me¬ 
morial  to  Harry's  efforts.  At  the 
same  time,  each  catalogue  will  be 
a  reference  of  lasting  numismatic 
importance  and  value.  Many  inter¬ 
esting  anecdotes  and  experiences 
will  be  given  concerning  Harry  and 
his  numismatic  endeavors  in  our  se¬ 
ries  of  catalogues  showcasing  his 
items.  He  was  a  gentleman's  gentle¬ 
man,  a  connoisseur's  connoisseur, 
and  a  friend  to  all  he  met.  Harry  is 
fondly  remembered  by  his  wide  circle 
of  friends,  and  as  the  years  go  by  the 
pedigree  "From  the  Bass  Collection" 
on  a  numismatic  item  will  give  it  a 
special  cachet. 

In  addition,  we  will  _ 

be  preparing  a  sylloge,  or 
catalogue  raisonne  of  the 
items  retained  by  the 
Foundation  as  well  as  re¬ 
marks  on  many  other 
pieces.  Along  the  way,  the 
sylloge  will  contain  infor¬ 
mation  about  Harry  Bass' 
life,  connoisseurship,  the 
history  and  background 
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A  small  selection  of  the  many  pieces  of  currency  from  the  Bass  Collection. 


of  the  series  he  collected,  his  personal 
notes  and  comments,  and  much  other  in¬ 
formation  that  should  prove  to  be  of  in¬ 
terest,  value,  and  importance  to  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  community.  Further 
announcements  concerning  the 
sylloge  will  be  made  at  a  later 
date. 

Separately,  the  Foundation 
has  made  arrangements  with 
well-known  numismatic  book¬ 
seller  and  auctioneer  George  F. 
Kolbe  to  catalogue  and  bring  to 
market  many  important  reference 
books  and  bibliographic  treasures 
from  the  Bass  Library. 

In  the  Pantheon  of  Numismatics 
a  special  place  has  been  reserved  for 
Harry  and  his  memory,  and  genera¬ 
tions  from  now  he  will  still  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  one  of  the  foremost  figures  in 
our  field. 

Our  Program  of  Sales 

Our  series  of  sales  will  be  inaugurated 
May  7-10, 1999.  In  three  evening  sessions 
comprising  over  1,000  lots,  we  will 
offer  for  sale  some  of  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  numismatic  items  of  our 
time  in  the  series  listed  below.  This 
once  in  a  lifetime  opportunity  will 
bring  to  the  market  many  coins, 
notes,  and  other  items  that  have 
been  unavailable  for  a  long  time. 
The  sale  will  be  held  at  the  Park 
Lane  Hotel,  Central  Park  South,  in 
New  York  City.  Lot  viewing  will  be 
conducted  in  advance  of  the  auction, 
with  information  presented  in  the  cata¬ 
logue. 

Leading  off  the  auction  on  the 
evening  of  May  7th  will  be  a  fabu¬ 
lous  offering  of  currency,  many 
pieces  pedigreed  to  the 
Schermerhorn  and  Phil- 
pott  collections.  High¬ 
lights  include  several 
exceedingly  rare  De¬ 
mand  Notes  of  1861,  in¬ 
cluding  examples  with 
For  the  handwritten  af¬ 
ter  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  signatures,  as 
well  as  uniface  Proof 
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examples.  Other  remarkable  items  include 
$50  and  $100  Interest  Bearing  Notes 
(Friedberg-212d  and  212e),  each  with  the 
five  original  interest  coupons  attached, 
the  latter  being  unique  as  such.  National 
Bank  Notes  form  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  section  with  a  serial  #1  Terri¬ 
torial  issue  from  Bismarck,  Terri¬ 
tory  of  Dakota,  as  well  as  other 
territorial  issues.  The  offering  of 
First  Charter  National  Bank  notes 
from  Texas  is  absolutely  incompa¬ 
rable  and  is  highlighted  bv  a  $100 
note  from  Jefferson,  Texas,  the 
only  known  First  Charter  $100  note 
from  the  entire  state.  Three  exceed¬ 
ingly  rare  double  denomination 
large-size  National  Bank  Notes 
are  also  featured,  including  a 
memorable  related  pair  of  double 
denomination  notes,  one  with  a 
$100  obverse  and  $50  reverse,  and 
the  other  with  a  $50  obverse  and 
$100  reverse.  Large-size  type 
notes  abound  with  rare  Legal  Ten¬ 
der  issues.  Silver  Certificates, 

Gold  Certificates,  and  Treasury  or 
Coin  Notes.  A  pair  of  Fractional 
Currency  Shields  round  out  the 
offering,  one  with  gray  background,  and 
one  with  the  extremely  rare  pink  back¬ 
ground.  Our  catalogue  will  be  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated  with  the  notes  being 
sold,  will  describe  each  in  detail,  and 
will  include  related  numismatic  and  his¬ 
torical  information. 

Over  400  pattern  coins  will  cross 
the  block  on  the  evening  of  May  8th. 
The  patterns  in  the  Bass  Collection  are 
of  world  class  importance,  exceptional 
in  their  rarity,  and  in  their  quality,  and 
remarkable  in  their  scope.  Many  of 
them  are  the  plate  coins  in  the  standard 
reference  on  the  series  by  Andrew  VV. 
Pollock  III.  Denominations  are  repre¬ 
sented  from  the  cent  through  the 
double  eagle,  including  such  high¬ 
lights  as  over  two  dozen  varieties  of  the 
famous  1877  half  dollars,  multiple  va¬ 
rieties  of  the  equally  famous  1876  dol¬ 
lars  and  trade  dollars,  all  three  1877 
dollar  varieties  (each  a  superb  gem), 
early  Liberty  Seated  issues  by  Gobrecht 
(such  as  1838  and  1839  half  dollars), 


and  more  — illustrating  the  artistry  of 
Christian  Gobrecht,  James  B.  Longacre, 
William  and  Charles  Barber,  George  Mor¬ 
gan,  and  others.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  Bass 
Collection  patterns  will  be  forever  remem¬ 
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lust  a  few  of  the  patterns  from  the 
Bass  Collection,  as  well  as  a  very  rare 
fractional  currency  shield  with  pink  background. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


bered,  and  the  catalogue  will  serve  as  a 
reference  and  connoisseur's  guide  for 
years  to  come. 

The  evening  of  May  9th  will  show¬ 
case  United  States  federal  coins,  tokens 
and  medals,  and  other  items  and 
will  be  highlighted  by  a  fabu¬ 
lous  offering  of  California  small 
denomination  gold.  All  of  the  de¬ 
nominations— quarter,  half  dollar, 
and  dollar  — are  represented,  as 
are  the  octagonal  and  round  for¬ 
mats  for  each  denomination.  The 
collection  is  replete  with  many 
rare  varieties,  rare  die  states,  and 
rare  types  as  well.  Among  quar¬ 
ters  will  be  found  several  Wash¬ 
ington  Head  varieties  in  various 
degrees  of  Mint  State,  plus  other 
rare  varieties  and  die  states.  The 
half  dollar  series  is  equally  laden 
with  desirable  rarities.  Among 
these  can  be  found  several  of  the 
famous  "Peacock''  reverse  pieces 
and  other  important  delicacies,  in¬ 
cluding  an  example  of  the  Arms 
of  California  rarity.  Dollars  are 
equally  well  represented,  with 
several  of  the  popular  Eagle  re¬ 
verse  varieties,  including  the  types  with 
and  without  scrolls.  Three  round  Indian 
Head  dollars,  the  scarcest  overall  type 
in  the  series,  complete  this  spectacular 
offering. 

The  United  States  portion  of  the 
collection  to  be  sold  on  the  same 
evening  is  likewise  memorable.  While 
the  offering  is  small  in  the  number  of 
lots  for  this  particular  sale,  it  looms 
large  in  quality  and  desirability.  This 
spectacular  offering  begins  with  colo¬ 
nial  and  other  earlv  American  issues 
such  as  a  gem  Proof  original  Libertas 
Americana  medal  in  silver  and  an  in¬ 
credible  Mint  State  WASHINGTON 
BORN  VIRGINIA.  Federal  United 
States  coins  are  from  various  series 
and  include  a  choice  AU  1804  large 
cent,  selected  Liberty  Seated  coins, 
and  more.  A  choice  1815/2  half  dollar 
will  attract  attention,  as  will  an  incred¬ 
ibly  beautiful  choice  and  sharply  struck 
1794  dollar  that  traces  its  pedigree  to  the 
Murdoch  Collection  (London,  1903)  and 
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the  Earle  sale.  Many  other  choice  and  gem 
coins  of  various  dates  and  denominations 
will  be  featured  as  well.  Certainly  one  of 
the  most  important  highlights  will  prove 
to  be  a  Confederate  States  of  America  cent 
struck  in  gold,  one  of  an  estimated  seven 
pieces  restruck  to  the  order  of  Captain 
John  W.  Haseltine  in  1874  from  the  origi¬ 
nal  dies  by  Robert  Lovett,  Jr.  In  addition,  a 
lovely  Proof  copper  impression  will  be  of¬ 
fered.  Finally,  as  befits  a  great  collection,  a 
lovely  five-piece  Panama-Pacific  set  — half 
dollar,  gold  dollar,  quarter  eagle,  and  oc¬ 
tagonal  and  round  $50  pieces  — in  its  origi- 


J ust  a  few  of  many 

California  small  denomination  gold  pieces 
offered  in  the  Bass  Collection. 


nal  box,  will  be  offered. 

A  grand  selection  of  medals  and  other 
exonumia  will  be  featured,  including  a 
fabulous  group  of  Russian  medals  com¬ 
memorating  various  historical  events  in 
the  lives  of  several  czars  and  czarinas.  The 
collection  contains  many  beautiful  and  ar¬ 
tistic  renderings  in  gold,  silver,  and  bronze, 
all  of  great  importance.  A  spectacular 
group  of  coin  dealer-related  tokens  and 
medals  will  be  featured  (accompanied  by 
biographical  notes)  as  will  some  significant 
Mint  medals  as  delineated  in  the  R.W. 
Julian  text.  Among  other  important  items 
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A  selection  of  United  States  coins  from  the  Bass  Collection. 
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is  a  letter  dated  August  8, 1861,  relating  to 
the  distribution  and  redemption  of  C.S.A. 
currency  issues,  signed  by  C.G.  Mem- 
minger,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Confed¬ 
erate  States  of  America. 

Sale  1  is  a  prelude  to  Sale  II  and  Sale 
III  which  will  showcase  American  gold 


coins  from  1795  to  the  20th  century,  includ¬ 
ing  famous  rarities,  Proofs,  gem  Mint  State 
coins,  and  many  others,  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  offering  of  our  generation.  It  is  likely 
that  once  these  items  are  sold,  no  compa¬ 
rable  holding  will  ever  cross  the  auction 
block. 


A  detailed  announcement  concerning 
the  contents  of  Sale  II,  currently  scheduled 
to  be  held  October  2-4,  1999  and  Sale  III 
will  be  made  in  the  near  future.  Gem  speci¬ 
mens  in  the  gold  series  from  $1  through 
$20  including  some  fabulous  rarities  will 
be  featured. 


Special  Publications  for  the 
Harry  W.  Bass ,  Jr.  Collection 


About  the  Catalogue: 

Deluxe,  superbly  illustrated  cata¬ 
logues  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
Grand  Format  “  style  describing  the 
coins  and  notes  to  be  offered  and  illus¬ 
trating  many  of  them,  are  now  being 
prepared.  Accompanying  historical  in¬ 
formation,  rarity  data,  pedigree  infor¬ 
mation,  numismatic  notes  and  superb 
detailed  descriptions  will  make  the 
catalogue  of  Sale  I  a  reference  that  will 
live  forever  in  the  annals  of  American 
numismatics.  This  catalogue  is  antici¬ 
pated  to  be  hundreds  of  pages  in 
length  and  will  be  a  work  of  graphic  as 
well  as  numismatic  art  and  research. 
After  the  sale,  subscribers  will  receive  a 
prices  realized  list.  Copies  are  available 
as  follows: 

Softbound  "working  copy"  for  use 
before  and  at  the  sale.  If  you  have  a 
subscription  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
catalogues  for  1999,  you  will  receive  a 
copy  automatically.  Otherwise,  single 
copies  may  be  reserved.  Includes  prices 
realized  after  the  sale.  Each  $40,  limit: 
one  per  buyer,  subject  to  availability. 

Deluxe  hardbound  copy  and  prices 
realized  to  be  sent  after  the  sale.  Person¬ 
ally  autographed  with  a  special  book¬ 
plate  signed  in  ink  by  Q.  David  Bowers, 
Raymond  N.  Merena,  Mark  Borckardt, 
Christine  Karstedt,  John  Pack,  Frank 
Van  Valen,  Douglas  Plasencia,  and  other 
Bowers  and  Merena  team  members 
who  made  the  sale  possible.  Each:  $100. 
Limit:  One  per  buyer. 


Your  Purchase  Options: 

Option  Bl:  Full  Subscription. 

Your  best  value! 

Subscription  to  all  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  auction  catalogues  and  periodicals  for 
the  next  12  months,  including  our  May 
sale  (Sale  1)  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Col¬ 
lection,  our  October  sale  (Sale  II)  of  the 
Bass  Collection,  our  year  2000  sale  of  the 
Bass  Collection  (Sale  III),  our  August  1999 
sale  of  the  Henry  H.  Childs  Collection  (in¬ 
cluding  a  Gem  Proof  1804  $1,  the  finest 
known),  and  all  other  regular  catalogues 
and  periodical  publications  for  the  next  12 
months.  These  total  over  $350  in  indi¬ 
vidual  cover  prices,  subscribe  for  just  $145 
to  U.S.  addresses,  $200  to  Canada,  and 
$250  elsewhere. 

If  you  have  purchased  $500  or  more 
worth  of  items  from  us  since  January  1, 
1997,  you  may  take  a  special  discount  of 
$50  on  our  subscription  offer,  making  it 
net  $95  for  U.S.,  $150  to  Canada,  and  $200 
elsewhere. 

Point  of  information:  No  effort  is  be¬ 
ing  spared  to  create  these  memorable 
catalogues,  and  it  costs  us  more  than  our 
nominal  subscription  rates  to  produce 
and  deliver  them.  For  this  reason,  sub¬ 
scriptions  are  limited  to  one  per  buyer. 

Option  B2: 

Stand-alone  catalogue  for  May 
1999  Bass  Sale  I  catalogue  only. 

Softbound,  includes  prices  realized 
after  the  sale:  $40  per  copy  plus  $5  ship¬ 


ping  to  U.S.  addresses  ($25  shipping  by 
air  elsewhere). 

In  order  to  participate  in  the  sale, 
you  must  select  either  Option  Bl  or 
Option  B2  or  already  be  a  subscriber  to 
Bowers  and  Merena  catalogues. 

Option  B3: 

Deluxe  Limited  Edition 
Hardbound  copy  of  Sale  I: 

$100  (plus  S10  shipping  and  han¬ 
dling  to  U.S.  addresses,  S25  elsewhere), 
subject  to  advance  ordering  and  avail¬ 
ability;  will  be  delivered  after  the  sale. 

Option  B4: 

Order  a  complete  package: 

A  softbound  working  copy  of  the 
auction  catalogue  and  the  Deluxe 
Hardbound  Edition -$140  (plus  $15 
shipping  and  handling  to  U.S.  ad¬ 
dresses,  $25  elsewhere). 

Shipment  of  the  softbound  auction 
catalogue  for  Sale  I  is  anticipated  in 
April,  and  the  deluxe  hardbound  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Sale  I  catalogue  about  60 
days  after  the  sale. 

A  special  pre-publication  offer  for 
the  svlloge  ( catalogue  raisonne)  will  be 
made  available  in  the  year  2000. 

Toll-Free  Ordering  is  Easy: 

Call  toll-free,  credit  card  in  hand, 
1-800-222-5993  and  ask  for  our  Publica¬ 
tions  Department.  We  also  will  accept 
orders  via  mail  or  fax. 
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Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 

In  the  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we 
offer  a  very  pleasing  selection  of  colonial  coins,  com¬ 
mencing  with  a  desirable  and  scarce  Massachusetts 
Pine  Tree  shilling  and  continuing  to  include  a  1776 
Continental  Currency  "dollar,"  coins  of  the  states, 
and  other  important  pieces. 

The  field  of  colonial  and  early  American  coins 
includes  many  different  issues.  The  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  is  as  good  a  passport  as  any  to 
gaining  basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that,  Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  offers 
much  information  between  two  covers,  and  at  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price  (check  qur  Books  for  Sale  section).  Still 
further,  if  your  interest  becomes  specialized,  there  are 
a  number  of  excellent  monographs  and  studies,  some 
of  which  are  out  of  print  and  others  which  are  easily 
obtainable.  If  you  are  interested  in  history,  an  abso¬ 
lute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby's  1875  work.  Tire  Early 
Coins  of  America  available  in  reprint  form. 

A  Lovely  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine  Tree 
shilling.  Noe-30.  VF-35  (PCGS).  69.9  grains.  Small 
planchet.  A  direct  link  with  the  first  English-re¬ 
lated  colonial  mint  in  the  New  World,  this  histori¬ 
cally  important  issue  was  coined  in  Boston  by 
order  of  Mintmaster  John  Hull . 3,495 

The  1652-dated  Pine  Tree  shilling  has  a  secure  niche  in 
American  folklore  and  history.  Of  all  early  American  issues, 
this  is  probably  the  most  storied,  with  Nathaniel  Hawthorne's 
tale  of  mintmaster  John  Hull's  daughter  receiving  as  her 
dowry  her  weight  in  freshly  minted  coins  of  this  design.  The 
actual  location  of  the  mint  is  believed  to  have  been  in  the  area 
of  today's  Bromfield  Street  in  Boston.  As  has  been  related 
extensively  in  the  literature,  the  mint  was  the  creation  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  colonists,  not  an  official  branch  of  the 
Royal  Mint  in  London. 

1723  Rosa  Americana  Twopence.  MS-60.  Typically 
seen  in  lower  grades,  this  Mint  State  specimen  is 
a  happy  exception  to  the  rule  and  will  make  for  a 


remarkable  addition  to  any  collection.  A  beautiful 

coin! . 1,650 

1723  Wood's  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-157. 
Beaded  Cincture.  MS-64  BN.  A  lovely  specimen, 
glossy  and  somewhat  prooflike,  with  strong  eye 
appeal.  A  fairly  unusual  instance  in  which  a  piece 
of  this  era  can  be  acquired  in  really  choice  Mint 
State!  The  scarce  "Beaded  Cincture"  variety  has  a 
row  of  beads  in  place  of  the  usual  ribbon-like  belt 

at  the  seated  figure's  waist . 1,495 

There  are  relatively  few  coins  associated  with  the  colo¬ 
nial  era  that  can  be  obtained  in  any  degree  of  Mint  State,  never 
mind  MS-64.  Among  these,  there  are  just  two  seen  with 
frequency:  the  Wood's  Hibernia  halfpenny  of  1723,  as  offered 
above,  and  the  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Even  so,  the  pieces  are 
hardly  common  in  comparison  to  later  federal  issues. 


Attractive  1776  Continental  Dollar 


1776  Continental  Currency  "unit"  or  "dollar." 
Newman-2C,  Breen-1092.  Pewter.  VF-25  (PCGS). 
A  pleasing  specimen  of  this  famous  coin.  The 
linked  states  design  on  the  reverse  is  said  to  have 
been  suggested  by  Benjamin  Franklin;  a  similar 
design  is  found  on  the  reverse  of  the  Fugio  cents 
of  1787,  in  which  prolific  Ben  also  had  a  hand.  It 
is  believed  that  the  Continental  Currency  pieces 
were  issued  under  authority  of  the  Continental 
Congress  and  were  intended  as  a  metallic  substi¬ 
tute  for  paper  dollars,  although  no  specific  docu¬ 
mentation  is  known  to  us . 7,650 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-la,  Breen- 

1106.  Pointed  Rays,  Large  US.  VF-30.  Medium 

brown  surfaces.  Die  break  in  the  reverse  rays  be¬ 
neath  ATIO,  typical  for  this  variety . 525 

These  pieces  are  said  to  have  been  struck  in  England 
and  imported  in  quantity  to  the  United  States.  For  a  time  there 
was  a  mini-movement  to  call  these "  Constellatio  Nova"  coins, 
but  the  Nova  Constellatio  nomenclature  seems  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred. 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby-2b,  Breen- 

1107.  Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  EF-40.  Medium 
brown  surfaces.  A  few  planchet  marks  are  seen 


here  and  there.  Overall,  an  eye-pleasing  specimen 
of  this  popular  issue,  a  coin  that  is  a  notch  above 

the  preservation  usually  encountered . 575 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby  2b,  Breen- 
1107.  Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  VF-20.  Smooth 
medium  brown  surfaces  show  a  touch  of  olive. 
An  attractive  example  of  a  popular  type  from 
among  the  fascinating  copper  issues  of  this  de¬ 
cade . 495 


1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-7,  Breen  5E.  Rarity-3. 

EF-40.  An  outstanding  example  of  the  ever-popu- 
lar  Landscape-style  copper.  If  you  are  seeking  an 
example  of  this  design  type,  you  will  do  well  to 
consider  this  high-grade  specimen . 2,395 

1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  6.3-G.l.  Rarity-3. 
Mailed  Bust  Right.  EF-40.  A  rarity  so  fine,  and 
remarkable  for  its  near-absence  of  planchet  fis¬ 
sures  and  other  marks.  Nicely  centered  and  well 
struck  for  the  variety,  choice  for  the  grade.  ..  795 

1785  Connecticut  copper.  M4.1-F.4.  African  Head.  F-12. 
Lovely  light  brown.  Remarkably  smooth  surfaces 
for  a  1785  African  Head  Connecticut  copper  (typi¬ 
cally  on  other  specimens,  planchet  fissures  are  en¬ 
demic).  A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer. ...  325 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  EF-40.  Deep  tan  to  medium  brown  surfaces, 
some  light  detritus  in  the  obverse  legends.  Very 
little  in  the  way  of  actual  wear.  A  choice  example 
of  the  popular  variety,  with  a  reverse  die  break 
that  extends  from  Liberty's  waist  to  the  D  of 
INDE.  Quality  pieces  such  as  this  are  quite  elusive 
and  in  heavy  demand  in  today's  market  which, 
thanks  to  Dr.  Phil  Mossman's  book,  the  Colonial 


Enjoy  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called 
the  world's  best  hobby.  If  you're  a  coin 
collector,  either  freshly-minted  or  an  old- 
timer,  we'll  do  our  best  to  make  numis¬ 
matics  as  enjoyable  as  possible  for  you. 
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Newsletter,  and  other  fine  things  in  print,  is  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  most  action  we've  seen  in  years . 725 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust 
Left.  EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  are  still  visible  on  the  high 

points.  Outstanding  quality . 795 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M36-L.1.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
Rarity-5.  VF-30.  Medium  tan  and  brown.  A  scarce 

variety  that  is  seldom  encountered  finer . 399 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  M37.  VG-8 . 99 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  48-g.  VF-30  (PCGS). 
Chocolate  brown.  One  of  the  Outlined  Shield  va¬ 
rieties,  this  struck  in  Rahway,  New  Jersey. ...  595 
1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet.  Plain 
edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Some  reverse  striking  weakness  at  the  cen¬ 
ter,  as  nearly  always  seen  for  this  variety- 
intermediate  die  state  with  a  cud  attached  to  the 
upper  left  edge  of  the  clock  but  not  yet  affecting 

the  D  (GOLD) . 925 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1155.  Plain 
edge.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
of  this  popular  variety;  the  edge  style  usually 

seen . 1,495 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Type  of  Breen-1156 
to  1158.  Lettered  edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge 
lettered  PAYABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON 
OR  BRISTOL;  much  more  elusive  than  the  plain 
edge  variety.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare  so 
fine! . 1,095 

The  name  of  this  token  is  derived  from  the  position  of 
the  initial  K  at  the  top  of  the  pyramid  design  on  the  reverse  For 
a  long  time  in  Amencan  numismatics  such  pieces  were  called 
“triangle  cents." 

1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada 
Superb  Proof  Rarity 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada.  Struck  in 
copper.  "Myddelton"  style  obverse  by  Kiichler. 
Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  Proof  with  rich 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  accented  with  iridescent 
blue.  An  aesthetic  treat,  one  of  the  nicest  in  exist¬ 
ence  of  this  famous  and  very  beautiful  rarity.  It  is 
believed  that  this  and  related  pieces  were  struck 
circa  1802-1803  as  samples  of  the  engraving  skills 
of  the  Soho  Mint,  Birmingham.  A  major  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  connoisseur . 8,950 

The  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  token  is  one  of 
the  more  elusive  varieties  in  the  series  related  to  early  America 
The  obverse,  by  Conrad  H.  Kiichler  (who  also  cut  the  dies  for 
the  memorable  1796  Washington  Seasons  medals  distributed 
by  Lewis  and  Clark  on  their  1804-1806  journey  through  the 
American  Northwest)  depicts  the  goddess  Britannia  or  Hope, 
presenting  her  two  young  children  to  Liberty,  representing 


America.  The  inscription  BRITISH  SETTLEMENT  KENTUCKY 
is  in  an  arc  above,  and  the  date  17%  is  below.  The  design  was 
intended  to  illustrate  the  emigration  from  England  to  America 
of  persons  of  youth  and  vitality,  to  settle  in  an  area  of  Kentucky 
controlled  by  Philip  Parry  Price  of  Myddelton.  Walter  Breen  in 
his  Encyclopedia  notes  that  in  August  17%,  Bntish  authorities 
tossed  Price  into  Newgate  prison, charging  him  with  "inciting 
artificers  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,"  an  early  brain 
drain.  The  project  came  to  a  quick  conclusion.  How  many 
citizens  actually  went  to  Kentucky  and  found  success  there  is 
not  known. 

The  reverse  of  the  presently  offered  variety  differs 
from  that  seen  on  the  normal  Myddelton  token  and  bears  the 
taK option  ONE  HALF  PENNY  /  COPPER  /  COMPANY  / 
OF  /  UPPER  /  CANADA.  The  activities  of  the  Copper  Com¬ 
pany  of  Upper  Canada,  if  it  actually  existed,  are  not  known  to 
the  cataloguer.  Perhaps  the  outfit  was  formed  but  never  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining  or  refining.  Although  the  circumstances  are 
not  known,  the  die  was  cut  circa  1794.  It  is  believed  (with  |ohn 
J.  Ford,  Jr.,  pointing  this  out  in  the  Coin  Collector's  / uumal  in  the 
early  1950s)  that  pieces  of  this  type,  illustrating  superb  work¬ 
manship,  were  made  up  as  samples  or  presentation  pieces  by 
the  Soho  Mint  in  Birmingham,  which  at  the  time  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  receiving  private  contracts  for  tokens  and  medals  as 
well  as  commissions  from  foreign  governments.  The  Soho 
Mint  also  furnished  planchets  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  from 
which  copper  cents  were  coined.  Copper  Company  of  Upper 
Canada  pieces  were  prixluced  only  in  copper,  and  apparently 
to  a  very  limited  extent.  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia 
specifically  mentions  |ust  two  pieces,  the  Robison  and  Roper 
examples. 

The  present  coin  is  a  superb  association  item  with  the 
usually  seen  Myddelton  token,  struck  from  the  same  obverse 
die,  which  on  the  reverse  shows  a  figure  of  Britannia,  seated, 
face  downward,  with  the  inscription  PAYABLE  BY  P.P.P. 
MYDDELTON  around  the  border 

1795  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Breen-1294-1295.  Plain 
edge.  VF-20  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most  interesting 
Washington  issues  of  the  era;  crudely  struck  from 
shallow  dies . 450 

The  obverse  has  a  shallowly  cut  portrait  and  the  curi¬ 
ous  inscription  GEORGEIVS  WASHINGTON.  Produced  in 
England  in  the  1790s  (estimate),  this  issue  was  deliberately 
made  to  appear  worn,  so  that  freshlv  minted  coins  would 
readily  circulate  without  being  examined  closely. 

1787  Fugio  cent.  Kessler  Newman-13X.  EF-40  1,050 
1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-18U.  Rarity-4.  Pointed  Rays, 
STATES  UNITED  lettering  arrangement.  VG-10 
(PCGS).  A  pleasing  tan  specimen  of  a  moderately 


scarce  variety.  The  Fugio  cents  were  the  first  coins 
actually  known  to  have  been  authorized  by  the 
United  States  (no  authorization  for  the  1776  Con¬ 
tinental  "dollar"  has  been  located),  and  are  highly 
prized  as  such . 399 

Half  Cents 


The  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Com  Review  includes 
a  very  nice  selection  of  half  cents  commencing  with  a 
splendid  1794  in  the  Flowing  Hair  series  and  continu¬ 
ing  to  include  Classic  Head  issues  and  the 
ever-popular  Braided  Hair  coinage.  Attributions  by 
die  varieties  are  to  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger  S. 
Cohen,  Jr.'s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 

P.S.:  We  are  eager  buyers  of  half  cents,  and,  if  you 
are  not  in  a  buying  frame  of  mind,  how  about  selling 
us  some?  An  instant  check  awaits  you  for  quality 
material. 

Beautiful  1794  Half  Cent 


1794  Breen-9,  Cohen-9.  AU-55.  Delightful  medium 
brown  surfaces  show  strong  design  details  and  an 
absolute  minimum  of  marks  of  any  size.  Nicely 
centered  and  equally  as  rucely  struck.  If  quality  is 
a  guiding  beacon  for  you,  then  this  choice  early 
half  cent  will  fill  the  bill  nicely.  A  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  date  and  grade,  a  coin  whose  glow¬ 
ing  description  only  does  partial  justice  to  its 
overall  quality.  We  guarantee  you'll  love  this  half 
cent! . 9,450 

The  \  ear  1794  is  very  interesting  in  Amencan  history, 
and  an  v  one  owning  a  1 794-da  ted  coin  -  such  as  the  lovely  half 
cent  ottered  atvve  -  might  find  the  following  to  be  worth  a 
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minute  or  two  of  reading  time: 

The  Whiskey  Rebellion  took  place  in  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  when  farmers  on  what  was  then  the  American  frontier 
objected  to  a  federal  tax  on  whiskey.  At  the  time,  liquor  was  a 
medium  of  exchange  and  a  store  of  value,  as  com  distilled  into 
whiskey  could  be  shipped  more  economically  to  eastern  mar¬ 
kets  and  was  more  easily  stored  and  traded  than  grain.  Tax 
collectors  were  tarred  and  feathered— or  worse.  President 
George  Washington  ordered  the  federal  militia  to  stop  such 
acts,  which  he  called  treasonous.  Some  Rebellion  leaders  were 
taken  to  Philadelphia  (then  the  capital  of  the  United  States) 
and  tried.  Two  were  convicted  but  were  pardoned  by  the 
President.  The  Whiskey  Rebellion  was  the  first  test  of  govern¬ 
ment  power  to  enforce  laws  enacted  by  Congress. 

On  March  22,  1794,  Congress  forbade  the  states  to 
engage  in  the  slave  trade  with  foreign  nations.  Nevertheless, 
the  law  was  widely  ignored,  and  slavers,  as  they  were  called, 
continued  to  bring  their  ships  from  Africa  to  ports  in  the 
southern  United  States.  Slave  markets  flourished.  In  1794, 
France  declared  that  all  slaves  within  its  borders  were  free, 
becoming  the  first  country  in  the  world  to  make  such  a  move. 

The  Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers,  August  20, 1794,  was  won 
by  the  government  ending  attacks  on  American  settlers  by 
Indians  in  the  Kentucky  and  Ohio  districts.  Indians  had  been 
encouraged  by  the  British  to  attack  white  settlers. 

Jay's  Treaty  was  signed  on  November  19, 1794,  settling 
certain  outstanding,  unresolved  disputes  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  but  certain  terms  -  including  the 
provision  that  the  British  could  search  American  vessels  and 
take  as  prisoners  any  seamen  of  British  citizenship — were  met 
with  disfavor  in  the  United  States.  The  Insurance  Company  of 
North  America,  chartered  from  Philadelphia,  became  the  first 
United  States  firm  to  offer  life  insurance  policies. 

The  Lancaster  Road,  financed  by  a  $465,000  stock  issue, 
opened  to  link  Lancaster  with  Philadelphia  and  the  Delaware 
River.  The  dirt  thoroughfare,  62  miles  in  length,  was  a  great 
success  and  paid  dividends  as  high  as  15%  in  some  years.  This 
set  the  tone  for  other  toll  road  projects,  including  the 
Cumberland  Road  in  1811.  In  an  era  before  canals  and  rail¬ 
roads,  toll  roads  provided  the  main  links  between  cities. 
Transportation  was  by  horse  and  carriage.  Few  Americans 
traveled  far  from  home.  Eastern  cities,  mainly  located  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  or  on  large  inland  tributaries,  were  connected 
by  sailing  ship  routes  which  facilitated  trade. 

The  membership  rolls  for  Peak's  Museum,  founded  in 
Philadelphia  by  portrait  artist  Charles  Willson  Peak,  opened 
in  January  1 794.  For  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  a  patron  could  gain 
admission  for  the  year.  The  first  to  subscribe  was  President 
George  Washington,  who  bought  four  tickets.  Exhibits  in  this, 
the  first  notable  popular  museum  in  America,  pertained  to 
natural  history,  art,  and  science.  Numismatically,  Peak  and 
his  family  are  of  commanding  importance,  and  a  book  could  be 
written  about  them  (not  by  us,  as  our  research  plate  is  full,  but 
we'll  be  among  the  first  to  buy  a  copy  if  someone  else  writes  it!). 

Bowdoin  College  was  founded  in  Maine  in  1794;  it 
would  go  on  to  have  such  illustrious  instructors  as  Henry 
Wadsworth  Longfellow  and  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe  and  to  be 
recognized  as  a  premier  institution  of  higher  learning.  John 
Trumbull,  American  artist,  produced  his  heroic-sized  paint¬ 
ing,  The  Declaration  of  Independence,  which  would  become 
famous  (and  which  in  1 976  would  be  used  on  the  reverse  of  the 
$2  bill).  Trumbull  was  also  connected  with  the  illustrious 
"Seasons"  medals  of  Washington's  second  administration, 
bearing  the  date  1796  (in  Roman  numerals),  made  in  England 
from  dies  by  Conrad  Kiichler.  These  were  distributed  during 
the  1804-1806  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  (which  in  recent 
times  has  become  a  very  popular  avenue  of  historical  interest; 
in  a  visit  to  Powell's  Book  Store  in  Portland,  Oregon,  last  year, 
your  editor  saw  a  whole  case  of  Lewis  and  Clark  books  for 
sale).  Some  mention  of  these  medals  will  be  made  in  the 
forthcoming  book,  The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  Jonathan," 
which  includes  a  major  and  important  (in  our  opinion)  section 
on  Oregon  numismatics. 

In  1794,  the  first  section  of  Thomas  Paine's  The  Age  of 
Reason  was  published  in  Paris,  and  solidified  public  opinion 
about  Paine  into  two  starkly  opposing  camps:  staunch  sup- 
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porters,  and  vehement  opponents.  1794  was,  after  all,  the 
beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Terror  in  France. 

At  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  the  emphasis  was  on  copper 
coinage,  and  numerous  varieties  of  half  cents  and  large  (as 
they  would  later  be  called)  cents  were  struck.  Half  dollars  and 
silver  dollars  were  also  made.  Dies  were  prepared  for  1794- 
dated  half  dimes  but  were  not  used  until  the  following  year.  In 
New  York  City,  the  trading  firm  of  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  issued 
copper  one-cent  pieces  imported  from  Birmingham,  England. 

Recently,  we  spent  a  very  pleasant  several  hours -or 
more,  we  didn't  keep  track -cataloguing  the  Harry  W.  Bass, 
Jr.  Collection  specimen  of  the  1794  silver  dollar.  Hopefully, 
you'll  find  the  notes  interesting  (the  auction  catalogue  is  now 
being  prepared). 

Superb  1800  Half  Cent 


1800  B-lb,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Simply  put,  an  out¬ 
standing  coin  in  all  respects.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date,  well-centered,  and  attractive  as  well.  The 
glossy  chocolate  brown  surfaces  display  wisps  of 
red  iridescence  in  the  protected  areas.  This  lovely 
near-gem  coin  is  easily  deserving  of  the  assigned 
grade,  and  then  some.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 6,350 

Lovely  1803  Half  Cent 


1803  Breen-1.  Cohen-1.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Glossy 
chocolate  brown  with  a  touch  of  mahogany  on  the 


reverse.  A  difficult  date  to  locate  in  such  a  fine 
grade  (significantly  more  so  than  1800, 1804, 1805, 
or  1806),  and  worthy  of  serious  consideration  a 
such.  Outstanding  both  aesthetically  and  techni¬ 
cally . 2,750 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Glossy 

brown  surfaces . 595 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  EF40.  Glossy  brown.  375 
1804  B-10,  C-13.  Plain  4,  No  Stems.  AU-50.  Pleasing 
brown  surfaces.  A  delightful  early  half  cent!  595 

1804  B-ll,  C-12.  Crosslet  4,  No  Stems.  VF-30 .  275 

1806  B-3,  C-l.  Small  6,  No  Stems.  AU-58.  Lovely  light 

brown  surfaces . 665 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous 
and  beautiful . 1,995 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6,  Stems.  MS-61  RB  (NGC). 

Light  obverse  spots  and  central  planchet  adjust¬ 
ment  marks  noted . 1,650 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40.  A  high  grade  for  this  date,  as  1807 

half  cents  are  usually  seen  well  worn . 375 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  EF-45  (NGC).  Pleasing  light  brown  sur¬ 

faces.  Quite  scarce  in  grades  above  VF.  This  lovely 
half  cent  will  nicely  fill  the  requirements  for  the 
date  and  variety . 975 

Unlike  certain  other  early  Draped  Bust  half  cents,  the 
entire  issue  of  1808  seems  to  have  been  paid  out  into  the 
channels  of  commerce.  Today,  most  examples  are  well  worn, 
with  Good,  VG,  and  Fine  being  about  par.  The  presently 
offered  coin  is  exceptional. 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  EF-45.  Light  brown,  somewhat  frosty 

surfaces.  A  beauty!  Elusive  so  fine . 975 

1809/6  B-5,  C-5.  AU-55 . 495 

1809/ 6  B-5,  C-5. 9  in  date  over  earlier  inverted  9  ("6"). 
EF-45.  Attractive  brown  surfaces . 165 

1810  B-l,  C-l,  AU-55 .  1,095 

1811  B-2,  C-2.  VF-20  (ANACS).  One  of  the  most  im¬ 

portant  dates  among  business  strikes  in  the  half 
cent  series,  and  a  date  that  is  usually  found  in 
much  lower  grades . 1,395 

1811  B-2,  C-2.  F-15 . 
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1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 245 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 .  231 


1828  B-3,  C-2.  12  Stars.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Among 
the  most  popular,  desirable,  and  curious  issues  of 
the  era.  Heavily  circulated  1828  12  Star  half  cents 
are  the  rule  when  seen  in  the  marketplace,  with 
lovely  Mint  State  examples  such  as  this  only  in¬ 
frequently  offered  at  best.  This  Uncirculated 
specimen  smacks  of  opportunity,  and  it  will  be  a 
stand  out  in  any  general  collection  or  cabinet  of 
early  coppers . 1,395 

The  missing  star  was  undoubtedly  a  result  of  negli¬ 
gence,  or  perhaps  too  much  rum  during  the  noon  meal,  as 
certainly  no  design  change  was  intended.  A  parallel  from  the 
same  general  era  can  be  drawn  by  the  1832  $5  gold  rarity  with 


just  12  obverse  stars. 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 459 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 .  225 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 79 


1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  relatively  com¬ 
mon  date  in  circulated  grades  as  well  as  the  lower 
end  of  the  Mint  State  category.  However,  in  gem 
Uncirculated  preservation  -  as  offered  here -the 
rarity  of  the  date  increases  considerably.  Medium 
brown  with  prooflike  fields  surrounding  sharply 

detailed  design  motifs.  A  beautv! . 995 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  tan 
planchet  with  the  appearance  of  unglazed  por¬ 
celain.  A  pretty  piece.  If  it  were  made  of  choco¬ 
late,  you'd  say  "Yum!  Yum!"  A  very  appealing 


coin! . 649 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55 . 165 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN . 350 

1834  B-l ,  C- 1 .  MS-63  BN  (NGC) .  350 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58 . 155 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Nicely  struck.  Attrac¬ 
tive  appearance . 595 


1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Very 
scarce  in  this  high  grade,  more  elusive  than  gen¬ 
erally  realized.  This  is  the  first  business  strike 
appearance  in  the  half  cent  series  of  Christian 


Gobrecht's  Braided  Hair  design . 1,195 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 525 


1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN . 395 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC) . 325 

1851  B-3,  C-3.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 395 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 895 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN.  A  popular  date  in  a  highly 

collectible  (and  equally  affordable)  grade . 435 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS) . 325 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  BN  (NGC) . 129 

1856  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 110 

1856  B-2a,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 149 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  RB  (PCGS).  Strong  eye 

appeal! . 425 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing 
medium  tan  example  of  the  final  date  in  the  de¬ 
nomination.  Nicely  struck . 235 

Large  Cents 

Large  copper  cents,  1793-185 7,  are  the  very  foun¬ 
dation  of  American  numismatics.  Year  in  and  year 
out  this  series  plays  to  a  wide,  appreciative  audience. 
Writing  in  1949,  Dr.  William  1 1.  Sheldon  commented 
that  after  numismatists  had  investigated  other  series, 
their  interests  often  turned  to  the  worn,  multi-toned 
old  copper  cents,  such  pieces  bespeaking  a  link  with 
the  past  and  also  a  reflection  of  a  very  early  era  of  coin 
technology.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
have  always  enjoyed  copper  cents  and  over  the  years 
have  handled  many  important  individual  pieces, 
great  collections,  and  countless  thousands  of  "popu¬ 
lar"  pieces  at  lower  price  levels. 

Today  in  1999  few  people  can  realistically  aspire 
to  acquire  one  of  each  Sheldon-listed  die  variety  1793- 
1814  or  one  of  each  Newcomb-listed  variety  of  the 
later  era,  1816-1857.  Probably  a  more  realistic  way  to 
collect  is  to  acquire  one  of  each  basic  design  and  ma¬ 
jor  variety  (such  as  overdate  or  difference  in  star  or 
lettering  arrangements)  as  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins.  Alternatively,  a  specialty  can  be 
selected  within  a  series,  such  as  the  "middle  date" 
pieces  from  1816  through  1839  inclusive.  Whichever 
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way  you  choose,  let  this  Rare  Coin  Reinew  be  your 
passport  to  acquiring  some  carefully  graded  early 
cents  priced  to  be  good  values. 


Lovely  EF  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1793  Sheldon-9.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  EF-40 

A  well  struck,  pleasing  specimen  with  medium 
brown  surfaces.  This  lovely  and  rare  1793  cent 
will  fill  the  bill  exactly  for  a  choice  coin  for  a  tvpe 
or  date  set . 6,950 

After  a  limited  coinage  of  1793  Chain  cents  (which 
attracted  public  criticism  because  of  their  motif),  the  design 
was  modified  to  the  Wreath  style  as  offered  here.  As  it  devel¬ 
oped,  such  pieces  were  made  only  through  late  summer  of 
1793,  after  which  they  were  superseded  by  the  Liberty  Cap 
type  made  by  Joseph  Wnght  (who  was  to  die  in  September 
1793  during  the  yellow  fever  epidemic). 

1793  Wreath  cents  were  made  with  two  major  edge 
styles,  the  Vine  and  Bars  motif  as  offered  here  and  the  later 
Lettered  Edge  style. 

1798  S-166.  Large  8.  VF-35  The  so-called  Whisker  Va¬ 
riety,  from  a  tiny  hair-like  die  defect  under  Miss 
Liberty's  chin.  A  pleasing  specimen . 1,495 

1801  S-213.  F-15.  Outstanding  quality  and  appeal  for 

the  assigned  grade . 435 

1802  S-237.  EF-W  Widest  date  of  the  year  Large  berries 

in  wTeath.  Medium  brown  with  outstanding  over¬ 
all  appeal.  Definitely  choice  for  the  grade . 865 

1802  S-241.  No  Stems.  VF-30  Chocolate  brown  sur¬ 

faces  are  free  of  significant  marks.  An  attractive 
coin  overall . 525 

1803  S-249. 1/000.  VF-30  A  nice  example  of  the  popu¬ 

lar  error  fraction  variety.  Deep  tan  and  brown 
with  plenty  of  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 1,095 

1803  S-251.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  EF-10  Me¬ 
dium  brown.  Latest  die  state.  Some  very  faint 
porosity  is  noted  for  accuracy,  but  it  is  barely  evi¬ 
dent  to  the  unaided  eye  and  does  not  detract  sig¬ 
nificantly  from  the  overall  quality . 795 

1803  S-256.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  VF-30.  Deep 
tan  with  some  golden  highlights  in  the  protected 
areas.  A  pretty’  coin  for  the  grade . 415 


Treasure  Book 

The  following  is  from  M.O.,  a  Ca¬ 
nadian  reader: 

"1  wanted  to  tell  vou  that  I  found 
your  book,  American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards,  to  be  extremely  interest¬ 
ing.  I  read  it  through  once,  and  now 
look  at  it  again  and  again,  including  for 
research.  It  is  a  treasure!" 
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Rare  1803  S-262  Cent  Variety 
Small  Date,  Small  Fraction 


1803  S-262.  Small  Date,  Small  Fraction.  Low  Rarity- 
4.  VF-20.  A  very  elusive  die  variety  in  any  grade; 
especially  so  at  the  Very  Fine  level  offered  here. 
An  attractive  cent  you'll  admire  again  and  again 

when  it  is  in  your  cabinet . 2,195 

1805  S-267.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  with  some  ma¬ 
hogany  overtones.  Mark  Borckardt  has  quite  an 
eye  for  quality,  and  when  you  see  this  piece  you'll 
realize  that  it,  like  others  we  offer,  is  really  nice 
within  its  grade  range! . 895 


Exceptional  1809  Large  Cent 


1809  S-280.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  simply  lovely 
example  of  what  may  be  the  most  elusive  date  of 
the  Classic  Head  large  cent  type.  Typically  found 
dark  and  slightly  rough,  this  smooth  deep  tan 
specimen  will  be  an  article  of  great  pride,  a  guar¬ 
anteed  focal  point  in  the  collection  of  its  new 
owner . 10,150 

1813  S-293.  EF40  (PCGS).  Lovely  brown  surfaces.  1,395 

1813  S-293.  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece.  995 

1813  S-293.  VF-20  BN  (NGC).  A  pleasing  brown  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  date  and  grade . 585 

1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  Late  die  state.  VF-20 .  475 

1817  Newcomb-16. 15  Stars.  EF-40.  Chocolate  brown 

surfaces  are  free  of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks. 
A  weak  strike  at  9:00  is  noted  for  accuracy  and  is 
the  result  of  misalignment  of  the  dies  (the  faces 
were  not  parallel),  this  being  true  to  one  degree  or 
another  on  all  authentic  specimens  (so,  perhaps 
we  shouldn't  mention  it).  A  popular  and  impor¬ 
tant  variety,  one  of  our  all-time  favorites  among 
cents  of  this  era . 675 

Writing  in  1860,  Mint  Director  James  Ross  Snowden 
called  this  a  "pattern"  design. 

1818  N-10.  MS-64  RB.  A  glossy  iridescent  brown 
specimen  with  generous  amounts  of  subdued  sat¬ 
iny  red  on  both  sides.  Choice  for  the  grade. .  695 

If  you  want  to  enhance  your  appreciation  100%  of  this 
or  virtually  any  other  Mint  State  cent  of  the  1816-1820  era,  read 
about  the  Randall  Hoard.  This  fabulous  cache  of  copper  cents 
is  of  unknown  parentage,  but  is  said  to  have  been  unearthed 
from  beneath  a  railroad  station  platform  in  Georgia.  About  as 
much  as  is  known  is  delineated  in  fascinating  (in  our  opinion) 


detail  in  Dave  Bowers'  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  ami 
Hoards,  available  from  our  Publications  Department. 

1818  N-10.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Pale  pink  iridescence 
and  warm  honey  brown  mingle  nicely  on  the  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces  of  this  near-gem  cent.  A  beauty!  695 

1819/8  N-l.  EF-40.  Popular  overdate . 275 

1820/19  N-l.  EF-40.  Medium  tan.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  that  is  sure  to  please . 395 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1822 


1822  N-10.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  early  Matron  Head  date,  one  that  was  not 
represented  in  any  hoard . 2,150 

Notable  1823/2  Cent  Rarity 


1823/2  N-l.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  splendid  piece  that  will  answer  your 
call  for  a  high-grade  example  at  a  reasonable 

price.  A  find . 2,250 

Of  all  cent  dates  in  the  later  series  1816-1857,  the  1823  is 
far  and  away  the  most  elusive.  The  date  occurs  in  two  major 
varieties,  the  1823/2  overdate  as  offered  here,  and  the  1823 
"perfect  date." 


1823  Restrike  from  mismatched  dies.  AU-50  Middle 
die  state  struck  in  the  late  19th  century,  after  1858- 
1860,  but  probably  before  1880.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand  as  a  curiosity  item  that  can  add  a  lot  to  the 
interest  of  a  collection,  right  along  with  a  restrike 
1804  (if  you  can  find  one) . 895 

Mark  Borckardt's  important  study  of  cent  restnkes 
(with  William  Metropolis  of  Harvard  University  providing 
certain  metallic  analyses),  has  been  published  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society,  New  York,  as  part  of  the  compen¬ 
dium  on  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference. 

1826  N-8.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 245 

1828  N-ll.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Problem-free 

deep  tan  surfaces  with  a  glint  of  red  in  the  re¬ 
cessed  areas . 630 

1829  N-5.  Small  Letters.  VF-25.  Somewhat  scarce  as 

a  date  (in  the  context  of  cents  of  this  design 
type) . 285 

1830  N-6.  Rarity-4.  Small  Letters.  VF-35.  Medium 

brown  with  a  few  tiny  marks  noted  for  accuracy. 
Still,  however,  a  splendid  specimen,  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade,  of  a  classic  key  variety.  Among 
Guide  Book  listed  issues,  this  has  always  been  a 
much  sought  item . 1,195 

1831  N-3.  Medium  Letters.  AU-50.  Deep  tobacco 

brown  and  tan  surfaces  show  a  minimum  of 
marks  and  plenty  of  eye  appeal.  A  choice  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  date  and  design  type . 325 

1832  N-l.  Medium  Letters.  EF-40 . 165 

1833  N-3.  AU-50.  Glossy  tan  surfaces  with  some  areas 

of  deeper  toning  on  both  sides.  A  tiny  Mint- 
caused  planchet  depression  is  seen  on  the  obverse 
rim  at  5:00 .  245 

1833  N-6.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  glossy  gem  of  lovely 

quality  and  strong  aesthetic  appeal.  Nicely  struck 
in  all  areas  save  for  some  obverse  stars . 995 

1834  N-3.  Large  Date,  Small  Stars,  Small  Letters.  AU- 

58.  Rare  variety . 450 

1834  N-5.  Large  Date,  Large  Stars,  Medium  Letters.  G- 
6.  Rare  variety . 485 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  (Low-120).  AU-50.  These 
pieces,  listed  in  the  back  of  the  Guide  Book,  were 
made  privately  as  a  proposal  for  a  new  alloy  for 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  hook... 


Penng  Whimsy 

by  William  H.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of 
this  classic  text,  the  first  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  series  to  combine  detailed  numis¬ 
matic  die  descriptions  with  history,  col¬ 
lecting  information,  and  opinions,  all  in 
all  a  delightful  mixture.  340  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BSH-100. 
List  price  $50.00. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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cent  manufacture.  The  progenitor  was  Dr.  Lewis 
Feuchtwanger,  who  is  known  not  only  in  the 
world  of  numismatics,  but  equally  so  in  the  world 
of  gems  and  mineral  specimens . 159 

1837  N-5.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Small  Letters.  AU-5K. 
Attractive  deep  tan  with  a  touch  of  mahogany. 
Very  nice  for  the  grade . 435 

1837  N-9.  EF-45.  Light  mahogany  and  tan  surfaces.  A 
truly  choice  coin  for  the  assigned  grade . 139 

1837  N-ll.  Beaded  1  lair  Cords.  AU-55.  Glossy  tobacco 

brown  surfaces  display  a  minimum  of  marks. 

Choice  for  the  grade . 235 

1838  N-l.  AU-50 .  165 

1838  N-7.  AU-55 .  245 

1839  N-9.  Sillv  Head.  AU-50.  A  chocolate  brown  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  ever-popular  Guide  Bi\'k  type  ...  325 

This  variety,  N-9,  exhibits  a  diagonal  die  crack  across 
Miss  Liberty's  portrait,  and  is  easily  recognized  In  that  diag¬ 
nostic. 

1839  N-13.  Booby  Head.  EF-40.  Medium  brown  and 
attractive  for  the  grade.  Another  popular  Guide 


Book  variety . 295 

1841  N-6.  AU-55 . 325 

1842  N-3.  Large  Date.  AU-55 .  265 

1 843  N-6.  IV pe  of  1844  Al  50  .  295 

1847  N-l  Al  -50 . 175 

1847  N-4.  AU-55 .  275 

1848  N-l 2.  AU-50 . 145 

1848  N-40.  Rarity-3+.  AU-50 .  265 

1849  N-2.  AU-58.  Nicely  centered  with  medium 

brown  surfaces . 299 

1849  N-8.  AU-50 . 199 

1849  N-8.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 199 

1849  N-14.  Rarity-3-.  AU-50 . 195 

1851  N-13.  AU-55 . 159 

1852  N-3.  AU-55 . 159 

1852  N-14.  AU-55 . 159 


1853  N-7.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  RB  (NGC)  A  lustrous  gem 


with  plenty  of  mint  red  on  glossy  reddish-brown 
surfaces.  Sharply  struck  with  all  design  details 
strong  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars . 795 

Small  Cents 

Flying  Eagle  Cents 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  show  a 
hint  of  deeper  golden  toning  on  both  sides.  A  tiny 
die  chip  is  seen  in  the  lower  Uxip  of  the  second  S 

in  STATES .  895 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS)  Rich  golden  iridescence  on  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces.  A  thin  planchet  impression,  as 
struck,  is  noted  in  the  area  of  the  eagle's  tail  and 
claw;  a  glass  is  needed  to  see  it,  and  it  is  only 

mentioned  for  accuracy . 895 

1857  MS-63  (NGC)  Brilliant  deep  honey  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  A  planchet  lamination,  as  struck,  is  noted  in 

the  reverse  wreath  at  3:(X) . 595 

1857  MS-63.  Brilliant  deep  honey  gold  surfaces.  595 
1857  AU-50 . 155 

Indian  Head  Cents 

In  recent  times  Indian  I  lead  cents  have  attracted 
quite  a  few  buyers,  a  well-deserved  change  from  the 
market  doldrums  of  a  decade  or  so  ago.  Today,  In¬ 
dian  cents  are  coming  into  their  own,  or  perhaps  they 
have  already  arrived.  However,  despite  this  market 
activity,  there  are  many  excellent  values  to  be  had. 
Cherry  picking— selecting  for  quality  -is  always  rec¬ 
ommended.  We  do  this  when  purchasing  for  our 
stock,  and  we  suggest  that  you  do  it  as  well.  If  you 
buy  from  us,  you  get  quality  we  have  seen  with  our 
own  eyes.  Each  coin  you  buy  has  passed  our  test  be¬ 
fore  we  wrote  out  a  Bowers  and  Merena  check  to  buy 
it.  If  you  buy  elsewhere,  simply  remember  that  price 


is  just  one  part  of  the  equation,  and  that  when  we  buy 
coins  for  stock,  we  reject  several  Indian  cents  for  every 
single  piece  we  buy.  Thus,  while  price  is  always  im¬ 
portant,  in  the  field  of  Indian  cents  quality  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  equation.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
bargain  price  and  high  quality  at  the  same  time -you 
get  one  or  the  other.  Take  your  pick! 

Over  a  long  period  of  time  many  collectors  with 
a  penchant  for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  be  just 
what  they  have  hoped  for. 


Gem  Proof  1859  Indian  Cent 


1859  Proof-65  (NGC)  A  delightful  golden  example  vs  ith 
moderate  cameo  contrast  on  both  sides.  A  hint  erf 
rose  adds  to  the  overall  appeal  A  great  starting 
point  for  a  world-class  collection  of  Indian  cents. 
Even  advanced  specialists  will  be  envious! ...  4,900 
The  reverse  design,  what  is  variously  called  a  buret 
wreath  (mint  popular  nomenclature)  or  an  oil ve  wreath,  was 
used  only  in  1859,  thus  isolating  cents  of  this  year  as  a  one-vear 
type. 

1859  MS-64.  Intense  rose  iridescence  graces  the  de¬ 
sign  high  points  of  this  satiny  coin.  Sharply  struck 
with  grand  overall  eye  appeal . 995 

1859  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  business  strike  example  of  the  issue . 995 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  lustrous  surfaces; 
a  choice  piece  that  will  be  ideal  for  a  type  set  or 
date  collection . 995 

1859  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 429 

1859  MS-61  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  intense  rose 

and  pale  blue  iridescence  on  both  sides . 220 

1860  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  warm  honey 

brown  toning . 295 

18611  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1861  MS-64.  Brilliant . 252 

1862  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  Sharply  struck  and  visually  appealing,  with 
intense  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  Not  an 
easy  date  to  obtain  so  fine  despite  a  generous 


mintage  of  mom  than  28  million  pieces . 1,550 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  strong  cartwheel 

lustre . 285 

1863  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1S-MS05  li 

1864  Copper  Nickel.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 395 


1864  Copper  Nickel.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Snow-1,  date  lightly 
repunched  to  left.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  Struck 
from  a  shattered  obverse  die,  a  die  state  not  listed 
by  Rick  Snow.  The  main  crack  extends  from  the 
rim  above  the  E  in  STATES,  and  from  there  runs 
diagonally  across  the  Indian's  portrait,  passing 
through  the  C  of  AMERICA  to  the  rim.  Other 
cracks  jut  at  angles  through  the  hair  curls  and  low¬ 
est  feathers  in  the  Indian's  war  bonnet,  and  still 
another  joins  the  bases  of  the  date  numerals. .  350 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  book... 

WBm  A  Buyer's  and  IBS 
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A  Buyer’s  and 
Enthusiasts  Guide  to 
Flying  Eagle 

and  Indian  Cents 

by  Q.  David  Bon  ers 

Meet  eacli  and  every  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  cent  issue  through  the  pages 
of  this  fascinating  book.  This  volume 
will  make  you  an  expert.  541  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-3 1 1 .  List 
price  $45.00. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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1864  Bronze.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  165 
1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red 
and  brown.  A  lovely  specimen  of  one  of  the 
great  key  issues  in  the  Indian  cent  series.  Be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  struck  in  the  autumn  or 
early  winter  of  1864.  Designer  James  Barton 
Longacre's  initial  "L"  makes  its  appearance  on 
this  denomination  for  the  first  time  in  1864;  it 
remained  as  part  of  the  design  until  the  end  of 

the  series  in  1909 . 695 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 

brown . 595 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  RD.  Brilliant.  An  important 
issue,  particularly  when  so  finely  preserved.  595 
1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  RB.  Snow-IB,  boldly 
repunched  186  in  date.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 
A  somewhat  scarce  and  undeniably  interesting 
variety,  especially  in  such  fine  condition . 435 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown 

with  splashes  of  red  that  impart  an  attractive 
"woodgrain"  effect  overall . 419 

1865  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Mirror  red  and  brown.  We 

guarantee  you  will  be  pleased! . 1,995 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  475 
1865  MS-63  RD.  Brilliant . 129 

1865  EF-40 . 28 

1866  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  595 

1866  MS-64  BN  (NGC}.  Lustrous  brown . 420 

1866  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 310 

1866  EF-40.  Snow  7,  repunched  66,  the  first  6  less  so 

than  the  second.  A  fairly  scarce  variety . 169 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  975 
1867  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  975 
1867  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  The  fields  are  an  attractive 

mixture  of  red  and  brown  toning . 415 

1867  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 510 

1867  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 329 

1868  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  735 

1868  MS-62  RD  (ANACS).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lus¬ 
trous . 459 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces,  pleasing  for  the  grade . 1,695 

1869  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 895 

1869  VF-20 .  209 


1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  high¬ 


lights  on  satiny  surfaces . 1,650 

1870  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 575 

1870  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 575 

1870  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 665 

1870  EF-40 . 300 


Order  it  Today, 
Enjoy  it  Tomorrow! 

Request  our  overnight  service; 
free  on  coin  orders  of  $500  or  more,  just 
$10  for  orders  below  that  amount.  In 
this  way  that  special  coin  can  be  in  your 
hands  just  hours  from  now! 


1871  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  Ever 
popular  rare  date,  especially  so  in  gem  Mint  State! 

A  prize  for  an  advanced  cabinet! . 2,850 

1871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  lustrous  brown  ex¬ 
ample . 690 

1871  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  A  difficult 
date  to  find  so  nice.  For  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  we've  gathered  a  very  impressive  offering 

of  Indian  cents,  of  which  this  is  one . 595 

1871  MS-63  BN.  Die  crack  through  date.  Seemingly, 
a  very  attractive  meeting  ground  between  high 

grade  and  low  price  for  this  rare  date . 559 

1871  AU-50 . 415 

1871  VF-20 .  295 


Gem  Mint  State  1872  Cent 


1872  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
surfaces  exhibit  a  pleasing  "woodgrain"  effect 
that  just  about  all  aficionados  dearly  love.  An 
attractive  gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  key  dates  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 
Nicely  struck  in  most  areas;  the  shield  is  virtu¬ 
ally  complete  for  instance  (that  area  is  typically 
weak  on  this  date).  Another  highlight  in  this 
Rare  Coin  Review.  We  guarantee  you  will  be  de¬ 
lighted  with  this  lovely  piece . 3,995 


1872  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  1,K5(i 
1872  MS-63  RB  Lustrous  red  and  brown,  mr  ilu  it  J. 
a  choice  coin  that  could  be  called  "red  with  a  trace 
of  brown  just  beginning."  Choice  for  the  grade, 
and  guaranteed  to  please . 1,095 

Gem  1873  Closed  3  Cent 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid 
specimen  with  the  desirable  woodgrain  toning 
nicely  mixing  red  and  brown  (Rick  Snow 
opted  to  use  a  woodgrain-toned  Indian  cent 
for  the  cover  coin  on  his  excellent  book  on  the 

series) . 2,950 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and 
brown . 495 


1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1295 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  with 
the  attractive  "woodgrain"  toning  sometimes 
seen  on  cents  of  this  era.  Lucky  you! . 695 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  BN . 315 

1874  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 375 

1874  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  and 

difficult  to  locate  at  the  gem  level . 1,695 

1874  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  345 
1874  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. 

Lovely . 345 

1874  AU-50 . 115 

1874  EF-45 . 99 

1875  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Very  attractive.  Wow!  What 
a  nice  selection  of  1875  cents  in  this  issue  of  the 


Rare  Coin  Review! 


1,895 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  hook... 


United  States  Copper  Coins 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 


U.S.  Copper  Coins 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Half  cents,  large  cents,  small  cents, 
and  two-cent  pieces  are  discussed  in 
detail  and  all  major  types  are  illustrated. 
Why  is  it  rare?  Why  is  it  priced  as  such? 
Which  issues  are  sleepers?  How  have 
such  pieces  been  collected  over  the  years? 
176  pages,  illustrated. 

Softhound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List 
price  $9.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  835 

1875  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  495 

1875  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  495 

1876  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Mainly 

red  with  some  pale  violet  and  brown  on  the  high 
points.  A  lovely  gem . 1,295 

Long  considered  a  "sleeper"  date  in  the  Indian  cent 
series,  a  date  that  is  overshadowed  by  its  immediate  "neigh¬ 
bor,"  the  1877  rarity  (as  is,  also,  the  1878  issue,  of  which  we 
offer  a  lovely  gem  specimen  further  along  in  the  listings)  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  PCGS  has  certified  24  examples  of  this 
date  as  MS-65  RB,  but  none  have  been  certified  finer  within  the 
"RB"  designation,  making  the  specimen  offered  here  essen¬ 
tially  as  fine  as  can  be  found  within  the  grade  context 

1876  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  235 

1877  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  problem-free  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  rare  date  in  a  highly  collectible 


grade.  Talk  about  opportunity! . 1,495 

1877  VF-35  (PCGS).  Strong  eye  appeal  with  medium 

brown  surfaces . 1 .050 

1877  G-4.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  issue  495 


1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  1,195 

Last  of  the  somewhat  scarce  years  in  the  Indian  cent 
series.  The  later  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  1879-1909  are  all 


more  easily  available 

1878  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 289 

1879  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown .  169 

1879  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 219 

1880  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 175 

1881  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 89 

1881  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 79 

1882  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 85 

1883  MS-65  BN.  Lustrous  brown .  129 

1883  EF-40 .  16 

1884  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  169 

1885  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 275 

1885  MS-64  BN . 189 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  189 


The  Type  l  Indian  cents  of  1886  have  the  final  feather  in 
the  Indian's  headdress  pointing  to  the  space  between  the  I  and 
C  of  AMERICA;  Type  II  cents  have  that  same  feather  pointing 
to  the  space  between  the  C  and  A  of  that  word.  The  Type  II 
obverse  is  found  on  some  1886  cents  and  till  Indian  cents  of  1887 
and  later. 

It  is  very  gratifying  that  today  many  collectors  enjoy 
die  varieties  of  Indian  cents.  For  a  long  time,  most  numisma¬ 
tists  were  interested  only  in  basic  dates. 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown .  Li''* 5 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown.  Very  elu¬ 
sive  in  this  high  grade . 675 

1886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous . 525 

1886  Type  II.  MS-61  (PCI) . 275 

1887  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  lots  of 

red . 195 

1888  MS-64  RB.  Mostly  red . 299 

1888  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  299 
1888  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  299 
1888  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 175 

1888  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown . 129 

1889  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  175 

1889  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 56 

1889  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  85 

1890  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  169 

1890  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 99 

1890  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  99 


1891  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant . 399 

1891  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1891  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  129 

1891  AU-50 . 19 

1892  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  lustrous  red  and  brown  gem 

with  exquisite  eye  appeal.  Lovely  pale  violet  ton¬ 
ing  enhances  the  high  points . 266 

1892  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1892  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 63 

1893  MS  64  RD(PCGS)  Brilliant . 425 

1893  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  205 

1893  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 59 

1894  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  299 
1893  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  115 

1895  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 115 

1895  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 49 

18%  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  145 
1897  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 109 

1897  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  109 

1898  MS-66  RB  Lustrous  red  and  brown .  395 

1899  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 95 

1899  MS-63  RB  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 69 

1900  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant . 99 

PAX)  MS-64  RB  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 85 

1901  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  195 

1901  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 29 


1901  AU-50 . 16 

1902  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1902  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 95 

1902  MS-60 . 22 

1903  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown . 69 

1903  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 95 

1903  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  We  recently 

bought  a  small  group  of  these.  One  can  be  yours 
for . 17 

1904  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 85 

1905  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 29 

1905  AU-55 . 19 

1905  FF-40 . 15 

1906  MS-65  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown..*. . 145 

1906  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  145 

1906  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 95 

1906  MS-63  RD.  Brilliant . 75 

1906  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 65 

1907  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  69 

1'  -‘.P*  1  RB  Lustrous  red  and  blown  ^ 

1908-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre . 1,250 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 569 

1908-S  MS-62  BN.  (NGQ .  240 

1908-S  AU-50.  The  first  branch  mint  small  cent  issue. 
Always  popular  and  always  in  demand . 145 


In  today's  era  of  Walmart,  huge  shopping  centers,  etc.,  we  sometimes  forget  years 
ago  American  merchandising  was  built  on  personal  service.  We  were  reminded  of  this 
the  other  day  when  acquiring  the  above  picture  showing  Hunter's  Cash  Grocery,  Par¬ 
ish,  NY,  probably  circa  1910.  On  view  can  be  seen  candy,  dried  fruit,  sacks  of  flour, 
china  dishes,  gum,  bins  filled  with  tempting  cookies,  and  more.  The  term  "cash"  in  the 
company  title  was  quite  popular  around  the  turn  of  the  century  and  was  synonymous, 
perhaps,  of  today's  "discount"  —  it  implied  that  prices  were  low.  Whether  they  actually 
were  is  another  matter  entirely.  Someone  selling  for  cash  would  have  no  credit  losses 
and  thus  could  operate  more  efficiently.  No  doubt  a  peek  into  the  till  of  Hunter's  would 
reveal  a  handful  of  Indian  cents.  Liberty  nickels,  and  other  such  nice  things! 
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A  Modern  Classic 

The  Collection  of  Frederick  B.  Taylor 


by  Dan  Friedas 


The  following  is  reprinted  with  permis¬ 
sion  from  Coin  World,  January  25, 1999. 

I've  recently  written  about  some  great 
auctions  of  the  distant  past.  Nevertheless, 
during  my  two  decades  of  collecting,  I 
have  been  lucky  enough  to  attend  a  few 
sales  of  amazing  collections. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  March  27, 
1987, 1  boarded  a  plane  in  Detroit  enroute 
to  the  Metropolitan  New  York  Numismatic 
Convention. 

I  rarely  fly  around  the  country  to  coin 
shows.  I've  only  attended  the  American 
Numismatic  Association's  annual  summer 
convention  thAfour  or  five  times  over  the 
past  23  years  that  its  been  within  driving 
distance.  But  the  Bowers  and  Merena  auc¬ 
tion  catalogue  made  it  clear  that  the 
Frederick  Taylor  Collection  was  worth  see¬ 
ing,  even  if  there  were  only  a  few  hours  of 
lot  viewing  between  my  arrival  and  the 
auction  itself. 

I  didn't  know  anything  about  Taylor 
before  I  saw  the  catalogue.  Apparently,  I 
wasn't  alone.  He  had  collected  for  many 
years,  but  never  sought  numismatic  pub¬ 
licity.  Richard  Picker  had  helped  him  as¬ 
semble  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  early 
American  coins. 

The  collection  was  amazing  for  both 
its  breadth  and  depth.  There  were  many 
isolated  rarities  such  as  a  brass  Continental 
Currency  "unit"  (Which  now  looks  like  a 
bargain  at  $12,000),  and  an  Immunis  Co¬ 
lumbia/Standing  early  copper  (it  realized 
$30,000). 

However,  what  really  stood  out  were 
the  collections  of  Confederation-era  state 
coppers  of  New  Jersey,  Vermont,  and  Con¬ 
necticut.  Q.  David  Bowers  catalogued  the 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  New  Jersey 
coppers. 

The  Vermont  collection  included  33  of 
the  39  known  varieties.  Such  depth  is 


rarely  achieved  since  more  than  a  quarter 
of  the  varieties  have  fewer  than  30  speci¬ 
mens  known.  The  Massachusetts  collection 
was  one  of  the  finest  ever  auctioned,  in¬ 
cluding  many  rare  varieties  and  more  than 
20  specimens  that  were  graded  at  least  Ex¬ 
tremely  Fine. 

The  New  Jerseys  included  99  die  vari¬ 
eties.  The  only  public  auction  that  ex¬ 
ceeded  this  depth  was  that  of  the  Garrett 
Collection.  Even  so,  it  was  the  collection  of 
Connecticut  coppers  that  really  makes  this 
collection  so  memorable. 

Michael  Hodder  catalogued  the  Con¬ 
necticut  coins.  It  was  his  first  experience 
with  a  significant  number  of  them.  What  a 
number  it  was! 

The  sale  contained  an  amazing  88%  of 
the  350  varieties  then  known.  Only  the 
1975  Early  American  Coppers  auction  has 
contained  more.  Hodder  truly  rose  to  the 
occasion.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  both  Hodder 
and  his  employers  that  so  much  time  was 
put  into  cataloguing  this  section. 

Surely,  the  estate  would  have  received 
acceptable  results  with  half  the  effort  put 
into  writing  the  catalogue.  Even  that 
would  have  been  much  more  time  and  ef¬ 
fort  than  it  takes  to  catalogue  10  times  the 
value  in  Morgan  dollars  or  Saint-Gaudens 
double  eagles.  In  addition  to  presumably 
achieving  somewhat  higher  prices  realized 
by  providing  bidders  with  more  informa¬ 
tion,  the  numismatic  community  was  also 
left  with  a  great  reference. 

In  fact,  the  catalogue  is  so  useful  that 
while  other  Bowers  and  Merena  catalogues 
of  this  vintage  are  worth  $2  to  $8  each,  a 
used  Taylor  catalogue  routinely  fetches 
$50-$100  in  numismatic  literature  auctions. 

Sure,  more  recent  auction  catalogues 
(especially  those  written  by  Michael 
Hodder)  contain  updated  rarity  and  die 
state  information,  but  nowhere  else  be¬ 


tween  a  single  pair  of  covers  can  one  find 
as  much  useful  information  on  collecting 
Connecticut  coppers. 

Every  aspiring  Connecticut  collector 
gets  a  copy,  usually  sooner  rather  than 
later.  The  truly  zealous  also  search  out  a 
copy  of  the  hardbound  deluxe  edition.  The 
information  is  the  same  but  it  holds  up 
much  better  than  the  standard  softbound 
auction  catalogue.  Scarcer  yet  is  the 
hardbound  set  of  photographic  plates 
made  about  a  year  after  the  auction. 

In  the  auction  catalogue  there  was  a 
small  announcement  of  the  intention  to 
publish  this  volume.  Eventually  182  copies 
were  made  (122  for  subscribers  at  $150, 10 
for  internal  use,  and  50  copies  to  sell  later 
at  $225). 

Each  included  23  8x10"  glossy  photos 
of  Taylor's  state  coppers,  photographed  by 
Cathy  Dumont.  Being  real  photographs, 
one  can  use  a  magnifying  glass  and  see 
fine  detail  rather  than  just  the  dots  of  a 
halftone. 

Most  original  owners  cling  to  their 
copies  despite  its  value  having  about 
doubled.  This  volume  appeals  to  both  nu¬ 
mismatic  bibliophiles  and  those  craving  a 
really  close  look  at  these  intriguing  coins 
that  are  now  long  since  dispersed. 
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1908-S  EF-40 . 115 

1908- S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 115 

1909  Indian.  Proof-63  RB  (AN ACS) . 129 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant . 129 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 

ample  of  an  important  low-mintage  key-date  rar¬ 
ity . . .  1,223 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  ever-popular 
low-mintage  date . 895 

Lincoln  Cents 

Lincoln  cents  are  one  of  the  most  popular  series 
under  the  American  numismatic  sun,  and  on  every 
buying  trip  we  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice  one's. 
As  a  reader  of  the  Rare  Com  Review  you  are  the  ben¬ 
eficiary  of  this  effort. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting,  there  are 
several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents,  one  of  which  we 
published.  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by 
David  Lange.  This  guide  tells  you  just  about  all  you 
ever  wanted  to  know  about  Lincoln  cents  from  1909 
onward,  plus  a  lot  of  things  vou  probably  never 
dreamed  of  asking  about!  Certainly,  this  volume  is 
worth  having  if  vou  are  at  all  interested  in  Lincoln 
cents,  or  even  have  just  a  few  scarce  pieces.  As  we 
have  said  manv  times,  the  enjoyment  of  a  coin  can  be 
multiplied  by  having  something  interesting  to  read 
about  it. 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-60  BN . 19 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Beautiful  rainbow 

toning . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant. 
This  specimen  is  another  lovely  example  of  what 
is  certainly  a  candidate  for  the  most  famous  coin¬ 
age  issue  minted  in  the  20th  century  -  not  an  "im¬ 
possible"  rarity,  but  one  which  is  legitimately 
scarce,  yet  still  affordable  to  most  advanced  col¬ 
lectors . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown.  925 
1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-62  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown . 1,025 


1909  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant . 65 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant . 29 

191 0- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 56 

1911- D  MS-65  RD  Brilliant  with  a  small  carbon  spot 

at  3:00  on  obverse,  noted  for  accuracy  and  priced 
accordingly.  The  first  small  cent  issue  from  the 
Denver  Mint . 695 

19126  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  329 

1913  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1913  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1913-D  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  specimen.  A 

difficult  date  to  locate  in  gem  condition . 1,195 

1913-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
1  ligh-qualitv  early  date  Lincoln  cents  such  as  this 
are  experiencing  great  demand  in  today's  numis¬ 
matic  marketplace.  In  actuality,  just  about  any 
mintmarked  choice  or  gem  Lincoln  cent  of  the 
general  era  1910-1927  is  very  elusive  in  compari¬ 
son  to  the  demand  for  it . 1,195 

1913-S  MS-64  RB  (PCC 6).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  255 

Lovely  1914-1)  Cent  Rarity 


1914-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  that 
is  high  in  the  ranks  of  quality  pieces  to  come  on 

the  market  in  our  generation . 3,100 

1914-L)  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  resulting 
from  an  old  cleaning.  Not  cherrypicked,  but 
bought  with  a  group.  Still  desirable  and,  of 
course,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  "lot  of 


coin  for  the  money." . 1,095 

1914-D  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown.  Rare  and 

desirable . 945 

1914-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS)  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 995 

1916-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red . 495 

1916-S  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 135 

1916-S  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown .  135 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  book... 
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LINCOLN 

CENTS 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 

by  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
this  series.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with 
enough  information  for  two  books!  392 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softhound.  Stock  No.  B LA-107.  List 
price  $43.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 


1917-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown . 350 

1917-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown . 115 

1917- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 465 

1918- D  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 175 

1918- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 175 

1919- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

191 9- S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  149 

1920- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1921- S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  key  date  of  the  1920s,  and 

desirable  as  such.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous, 
and  seldom  found  so  fine.  Don't  miss  out  on  this 
one!  . 1,295 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  browa  435 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . —  435 

1924-D  MS-64  RD  Brilliant.  The  key  Denver  Mint 
Lincoln  cent  of  the  decade.  One  of  thousands  of 
choice,  hand-selected  coins  we've  recently  pur¬ 
chased.  This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Renew  is  your 


passport  to  many  nice  things! . 995 

1924- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  995 

1925  MS-65  RD  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 79 

1925- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 595 

1925- S  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 145 

1926- D  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1929  MS-66  RD.  Brilliant . 139 

1930-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant. . 165 


1931-D  MS-65  RD  NGC).  Brilliant.  Much  scarcer 
than  realized,  for  99  of  numismatists  were  busy 
looking  for  its  low-mintage  cousin,  the  1931-S, 
and  overlooked  the  seemingly  common  1931-D. 
Years  later,  it  was  found  that  gems  such  as  this 


were  anything  but  common! . 545 

1931-D  MS-60 . 55 

1931-D  AU-58 . 45 

1931-D  AU-55 . 42 

1938-S  MS-65  RD.  Brilliant . 16 

1938-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 16 


1941  FS-018.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-65  RD  (NGC). 
Listed  bv  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton,  which  we  do 
not  recall  having  this  variety  before  in  our  cata¬ 
logues.  We  commented  that  it  must  be  rare,  bring¬ 
ing  a  response  that  it  certainly  is  rare!  So,  there  you 


are . 459 

1942  Proof-65.  Lovely . 79 

1944-D/S  VF-25  (PCI) . 139 


Gorgeous  1955  Doubled  Die  Lincoln  Cent 


1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 
and  glossy  example  of  what  is  probably 
America's  most  famous  (and  most  popular)  "die 
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error"  coin.  Medium  brown  with  splashes  of  bril¬ 
liant  red  in  the  recessed  areas.  Near-gem  Mint 
State  examples  of  this  popular  date  don't  stay  in 
our  inventory  very  long  as  a  rule,  so  call  quickly 


on  this  one! . 2,500 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lus¬ 
trous . 1,450 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

brown . 1,450 

1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 

brown . 1,395 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 995 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

Our  offering  of  two-cent  pieces  in  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  commences  with  the  first  year  of  issue,  1864, 
and  goes  almost  non-stop  to  the  1872  (sorry,  but  qual¬ 
ity  1873  two-cent  pieces,  the  final  year  of  the 
denomination,  come  few  and  far  between,  and  we 
just  don't  have  that  date  in  stock  at  this  time,  but  our 
busy  buyers  are  always  on  the  lookout  for  a  nice  one). 
Along  the  way  there  are  some  very  nice  delicacies, 
important  among  which  are  the  1864  Small  Motto, 
and  the  delightful  1872  gem  Proof  specimen  offered 
below.  Enjoy! 

P.S.:  "Fair  warning!"  as  old-time  auctioneer  O. 
Gilbert  Rundle  used  to  say  at  his  sales  of  antiques.  If 
you've  been  getting  all  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
catalogues,  you  know  that  our  sale  of  two-cent  pieces 
and  other  items  from  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  is 
unprecedented  in  modern  American  numismatics. 
But,  only  a  few  remain  unsold.  Watch  the  market  ac¬ 
tion  during  the  next  decade  as  the  true  rarity  of  choice 
pieces  is  realized. 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Scarce  in  all 
grades,  quite  rare  in  choice  Mint  State.  In  fact,  in  all 
grades,  the  1864  Small  Motto  is  at  least  50  to  100 
times  rarer  than  the  Large  Motto,  although  the  mar¬ 


ket  differential  comes  nowhere  close  to  expressing 
this.  In  any  market  season  a  choice  Mint  State  coin 

such  as  this  is  very  difficult  to  find! . 1,195 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown.  Ideal  for  a  type  set . 450 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Satiny  red  with 
some  brown  on  the  high  points . 450 

1864  Large  Motto,  Doubled  Die.  Breen-2377.  AU-50. 

Lustrous  medium  tan  surfaces.  Doubling  plainest 
at  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  A  delicacy  for  the  special¬ 
ist . 315 

1865  Plain  5.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  lots  of 

red  on  the  satiny  surfaces . 549 

1865  Plain  5.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  tan 

with  a  hint  of  red  visible . 395 

1865  Plain  5.  AU-55 . 69 

1869  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Pleasing  amounts  of  red 
blend  warmly  on  tan  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  and 
fully  lustrous . 645 

Splendid  Gem  Proof  1872  Two-Cent  Piece 


1872  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Mirrored  brilliant  surfaces. 
A  truly  splendid  specimen  of  this  elusive  date. 
Quality,  this  is  it! . 2,250 

Nickel  3<!  Pieces 

Nickel  three-cent  pieces,  1865-1889,  include  a 
number  of  scarce  and  rare  pieces,  but  none  of  such 
great  rarity  that  they  are  beyond  the  realm  of 
affordability.  You'll  appreciate  our  quality  and  value. 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  hook... 


Long  acre’s 
Two-Cent  Piece 

1864  Attribution  Guide 

by  Frank  Leone 

Every  idiosyncracy  of  the  two-cent 
piece  has  been  studied  by  this  well- 
known  author.  Offers  hours  of  enjoy¬ 
ment  attributing  your  collection.  284 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BLE-440. 
List  price  $24.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 


1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  iridescence. .  239 

1865  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 145 

1866  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  835 

1867  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1868  AU-58  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 49 


1870  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  It  has  been  our  expe¬ 
rience  that  gem  Proofs  of  this  decade  are  much, 
much  harder  to  find  than  are  those  of  the  succeed¬ 
ing  decade.  This  gem  1870  will  hit  the  spot  for  the 


discriminating  buyer . 1,495 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 

1871  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 110 


1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning . 395 

1874  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  Rare 

so  fine!  Gem  business  strikes  of  this  date  are  more 
difficult  to  locate  than  gem  Proofs . 1,575 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1875  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 299 

1876  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1876  Proof-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 315 

1878  VF-20 .  545 

1880  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 329 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1884  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 435 

1886  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Popular  Proof-only  year;  no 

business  strikes  were  made . 465 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning.  Rar¬ 

est  Proof  nickel  three-cent  piece  of  the  decade,  and 
about  twice  as  rare  as  the  1887/6 .  1,050 

Mint  records  show  that  2,960  Proofs  were  struck  in 
1887.  By  our  observation  we  would  estimate  that  approxi¬ 
mately  1,000  of  these  were  the  1887  "Perfect  Date"  as  offered 
here,  with  the  remaining  2,000  being  the  1887 /6.  As  a  Proof  the 
1887  is  even  rarer  than  the  famous  1877,  although  the  literature 
does  not  reflect  this. 


1887  AU-50.  A  rarity . 419 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  low-mintage  date  from  the 
final  year  of  the  denomination . 455 


Silver  3<t  Pieces 


Silver  three-cent  pieces,  sometimes  called  trimes, 
are  another  series  in  which  completion  is  a  reality 
for  the  serious  collector.  Although  there  are  some 
scarce  dates  in  the  1851-1873  series,  particularly  the 
dates  after  1862,  all  can  be  acquired  with  some 
perseverance. 

We  present  a  very  nice  selection  of  trimes,  each 
carefully  selected  and  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We 
apologize  that  this  Rare  Coin  Review  does  not  include 
any  of  the  earlier  common  dates!  Oh,  well! 


1852  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1852  EF-40 . 69 


1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  satiny 
sheen.  We  have  found  that  the  1856  in  tins  grade  is 
rarer  than  the  lower  mintage  1855  of  the  same 
type,  although  either  and  both  are  first  class  coins 
to  own! . 1,595 
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1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  As  is  well  known,  Type 

II  trimes  of  1854-1858  are  very  rare  in  Mint  State. 
One  might  think  that  we've  cornered  them  all  for 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review! . 775 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  Lovely  satin-like  surfaces  dis¬ 

play  decent  mint  lustre.  Fairly  well  struck  for  a 
date  that  is  notorious  for  softness  in  the  design 
details . 645 

1858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning.  Al¬ 
though  most  1858  trimes  are  lightly  struck,  the 
present  piece  is  somewhat  of  an  exception  and  is 
much  sharper  than  normally  seen . 645 

1858  AU-58.  We  see  a  lot  of  basic  value  at  the  AU  level, 
simply  because  investors  tend  to  shy  away  from 
it,  thereby  leaving  the  market  to  numismatists  - 
with  the  result  that  overall  price  levels  tend  to  be 


lower  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case . 195 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  at  this  grade 
level;  just  21, (XX)  business  strikes  were  produced. 
Graded  MS-63,  but  apply  the  MS-64  grade  and 
few  would  contest  it;  in  other  words,  this  is  a  very 

nice  MS-63 .  945 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Gray  and  lilac  toning.  A  very  rare 
date,  and  in  business  strike  format  far  rarer  than  in 

Proof  format . 1,695 

1871  AU-58  (PCGS).  Ever-popular  rare  date.  Attrac¬ 
tive  golden  surfaces . 550 

Nickel  5<t  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels,  the  first  coins  of  the  denomination 
struck  in  nickel,  were  first  introduced  in  1866;  the 
nickel  five-cent  piece  has  been  an  integral  part  of  our 
circulating  coinage  ever  since.  This  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  has  a  particularly  nice  selection  —  not  one 
of  everything,  but  what  there  is,  is  very  worthwhile. 

Gem  Mint  State  1866  Nickel 


1866  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An 
exceptionally  nice  example  of  the  first  year  of  is¬ 
sue,  and  a  great  way  to  begin  our  listing.  ..  2,600 

In  19th-century  catalogues,  such  as  those  issued  by  I  W 
Scott  &  Co.,  New  York,  it  was  popular  to  call  the  With  Rays 
design  the  "Stars  and  Bars"  motif  which,  in  retrospect,  may  be 
more  appropriate  than  present  day  terminology. 

1866  Rays.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. .  275 

1867  Rays.  MS-62  (NGC).  Nice  satiny  surfaces. ..  459 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  First  year  of 

the  modified  design . 675 

It  was  believed  that  the  elimination  of  rays  on  the 
reverse  would  permit  the  design  details  to  be  better  and  more 
fully  struck  on  high-speed  presses. 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Intense  "full  blast"  lus¬ 
tre  on  satiny  pale  golden  surfaces . 295 


1869  Proof-64  (NGC).  Wonderful  lustre  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 495 

1870  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49S 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 495 


1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  gorgeous  specimen 
of  a  highly  prized  date,  not  because  Proofs  are 
great  rarities,  but  due  to  the  elusive  quality  of 
business  strikes,  which  places  additional  market 


pressure  on  Proofs . 1,095 

1871  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 


1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Whether 
you  specialize  in  Shield  nickels  or  something  else, 
lixik  through  every  page  so  as  not  to  miss  even  a 
single  opportunity.  Remember  that  each  and  ev¬ 
ery  coin  is  absolutely  guaranteed  to  please! .  825 
1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  At  this  level  a  Mint  State 


coin  is  rarer  than  a  Proof . 595 

1872  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  A  very  pleasing  speci¬ 
men . 595 

1873  Proof-65  (NGC  i  Brilliant  765 

1873  C  losed  3.  Proof-64  Brilliant .  195 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


1874  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  attractive. 
High  quality  Shield  nickels  are  scarcer  than  gen¬ 
erally  appreciated.  It  takes  a  lot  of  looking  for  us 
to  find  nice  ones,  and  the  selection  in  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  represents  a  lot  of  effort!  If 
quality  is  your  forte,  then  you've  come  to  the  right 
place.  And,  you'll  find  our  prices  to  be  reasonable, 
too! . 575 

1874  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1875  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  truly  notable  speci¬ 

men  of  this  elusive  date.  Not  often  do  we  have 
one  of  this  quality  to  offer  for  sale . 1,950 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  Would  you  believe  that  we  have 
just  purchased  three  nice  MS-64  coins?  It  is  true! 
Each  is  fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  The 
present  trio  notwithstanding,  the  1875  is  rarer 
overall  in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof  format.  ...  595 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  395 

1876  MS-64  (NGQ.  Brilliant . 315 

1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  low- 

mintage  date.  This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Revieiv 
offers  you  a  wide  selection,  beginning  with  this 
super  gem! . 1,095 

1881  Proof-65  (NGC)  Lustrous  with  light  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 725 

1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Thi''  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  of  all  dates  of  the  type . 725 

1881  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ten  to  20  times  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof! . 995 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning.  Another  specimen  of  a 
date  remarkable  for  its  low  business  strike  mint¬ 
age,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion . 625 

1881  EF-40.  Rare  date . 319 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  would  look  just 

great  in  your  collection.  Quality  such  as  this  is 
elusive . 995 


The  pride  and  joy  of  your 
editor's  collection -or  perhaps,  at 
least  one  of  them,  or  at  least  a  future 
pride  and  joy  —  is  this  nickel-operated 
unit  standing  about  seven  feet  high, 
manufactured  by  the  Yale  Wonder 
Clock  Company,  Burlington,  VT,  circa 
1904.  Insert  a  nickel  in  the  slot  and 
lights  blink,  interior  illustrated  pan¬ 
els  change,  music  is  played,  and  a 
ticket  of  chance  is  vended  —  a  veritable 
entertainment  center.  As  shown  here, 
the  unit  is  quite  un-restored  and  is  a 
year  of  two  away  from  doing  all  of 
the  things  we  just  mentioned.  As  soon 
as  it  is  ready  to  go  we  will  take  some 
worn  Liberty  nickels  (of  which  we 
have  a  nice  supply  for  use  in  coin-op¬ 
erated  pianos  and  music  boxes)  and 
try  it  out.  (Purchased  from  Martin 
Roenigk,  dealer  in  music  boxes.) 
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1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  595 
1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  A 
delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  the 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny 


and  prooflike . 535 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  show  a 

hint  of  pale  gold  toning.  Filled  2  in  date . 329 

1883  Shield.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 


1883  Shield.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  show  warm  olive  toning  highlights  and  lean 
decidedly  toward  a  business  strike  in  overall  ap¬ 
pearance,  not  such  an  unusual  occurrence  for 


nickel  coinage  of  this  era . 349 

1883  Shield.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1883  Shield.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 119 


Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Liberty  nickels  are  readily  collectible  by  date  for 
the  years  1883-1912.  While  the  1885, 1886,  and  1912-S 
are  elusive,  they  are  still  within  the  range  of  most  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  things 
about  this  offering  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  is  that  we 
only  have  one  1883  Without  CENTS  nickels,  the  most 
common  of  the  early  dates!  Perhaps  this  is  a  first  for  us 
(we  haven't  checked).  In  any  event,  we  do  have  a  lot  of 


really  beautiful  coins. 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-60. . 35 

1883  With  CENTS.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 69 


1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  the  single  most  desired  date  in  the  early  range 
of  the  Liberty  nickel  series.  The  demand  for  the 
1885  is  enduring  and  continuous,  primarily  be¬ 


cause  the  related  business  strike  mintage  is  so 
low,  placing  great  additional  market  pressure  on 
the  few  available  Proofs . 995 

1886  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 
surfaces.  Second  only  to  the  1885  in  its  fame  as  a 
scarce  19th-century  date . 699 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  of 
this  highly  prized  year . 699 

1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  coin . 575 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 189 

1888  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

high  grade . 645 

1888  Repunched  date.  MS-64 .  280 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  A  splendid  gem, 

a  beautiful  piece . 595 

1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  light  golden  irides¬ 
cence . 595 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 595 

1890  Proof-66.  Brilliant.  An  exceptional  coin . 995 

1890  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 265 

1891  AU-55 . 75 

1891  EF-45 . 49 

1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1892  MS-65  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 875 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 765 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful  champagne  surfaces. 995 

1895  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 1,025 

1895  MS-60.  Brilliant . 119 

1896  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1899  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning . 595 

1899  Proof-64  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces . 299 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Buy  the  book... 


United  States 
Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent 
Pieces 


An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 


U.S.  Three-Cent  and 
Five-Cent  Pieces 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  volume  gives  you  an  inside 
view  of  three-cent  pieces,  nickel  five- 
cent  pieces,  and  half  dimes.  Sleepers, 
the  stories  behind  rarities  such  as  the 
fabulous  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  and 
the  unique  1870-S  half  dime  are  re¬ 
counted,  with  many  photographs.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303. 
List  price  $9.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 


1901  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  . « 

1904  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1904  EF-45 . 32 

1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Proofs 

of  this  era  are  very  elusive,  more  so  than  the  cur¬ 
rent  numismatic  market  recognizes . 595 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1906  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 1 5 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 235 

1910  MS-65  (ANACS) . 635 

1911  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Much  more  difficult  to 

obtain  than  generally  realized . 695 

1911  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1912  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  In  our 
opinion,  the  market  is  quite  low  on  this  one.  695 

1912-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 395 


Buffalo  Nickels 

Buffalo  nickels!  More  Buffalo  nickels!  Still  more 
Buffalo  nickels!  We  love  Buffalo  nickels,  and  our  cus¬ 
tomers  do,  too.  You  are  in  luck,  for  we've  been 
buying,  and  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers 
many  truly  beautiful  and  worthwhile  coins. 

It  takes  a  lot  of  effort  to  acquire  pieces  that  are 
truly  choice.  As  specialists  know,  numerical  grade  can 
be  one  thing  and  choice  quality  can  be  something  else 
entirely  different.  However,  we  take  the  effort,  and 
you  are  the  beneficiary. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  a  par¬ 
ticularly  extensive  selection— one  of  the  finest  ever.  If 
you  are  an  advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to 
order  pieces  which  you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very 
nice  selection  of  high-quality  pieces  awaits  you! 


1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  EF-45 . 42 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  625 
1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  199 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  inventory  is  unsurpassed  in  quality 
by  any  other.  When  Dave  Bowers,  Ray 
Merena,  Mark  Borckardt,  Frank  Van 
Valen,  and  Gail  Watson  buy  for  our 
stock,  they  are  very  "fussy,"  often  by¬ 
passing  hundreds  of  coins  to  buy  just 
one  that  pleases  our  discriminating  eye. 
If  you  are  building  a  high-quality  col¬ 
lection,  please  review  our  selections 
carefully. 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


Superb  Gem  1913  Type  II  Nickel 


1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  beautiful.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever 

seen  of  this  scarce  issue . 3,295 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 

strong  strike  for  the  date . 350 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightlv  toned.  350 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  419 


Gem  Mint  State  1913-S  Type  II  5< 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
a  hint  of  skv  blue  and  rose  toning.  Well  struck  — 
not  fully  so,  but  still  nicer  than  typically  seen.  Far 
and  away  the  scarcest  of  all  1913-dated  Buffalo 
nickels,  and  a  major  key  issue  at  the  gem  Mint 
State  level.  An  outstanding  combination  of  qual¬ 
ity  and  rarity  can  be  yours  with  just  one  toll-free 
call  to  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  of  our  Direct 

Sales  Department . 2,950 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  once-famous  rarity  (al¬ 
though  today  it  is  as  rare  as  ever,  it  hasn't  had 

much  publicity  of  late).  Sure  to  please . 895 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  A  nice  com¬ 
bination  of  rarity,  high  grade,  and  reasonable 


price . 595 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and  lustrous.  350 
1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  W ) 

1914  AU-55 . 45 

1914-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,625 

1914-D  EF45 . 159 

1914-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,795 

1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 

1915  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  . 1,495 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 126 


1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 
lovely  coin!  If  quality  is  important  to  you,  you've 
come  to  the  right  place.  If  you  are  buying  "num¬ 
bers,"  but  not  specific  quality,  then  there  are 
places  to  buy  cheaper  (after  all,  the  items  we  do  not 
bu\j  have  to  be  sold  by  others) . 2,095 


1915-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nice  rainbow  toning . 559 


1915-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 249 

1915-D  AU-50 . 99 


1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  splash  of  rose 
iridescence.  Very  elusive  in  this  combination  of 
high  grade  and  aesthetic  quality.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  with  fairly  strong  details  at  the  bison's 
shoulder  (this  area  is  frequently  found  wanting  in 


detail  on  this  date) . 1,150 

1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  l  ustrous  with  attractive  pale 

blue  and  rose  toning  highlights . 275 

1916  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  rainbow  iri¬ 
descence . 95 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1916  AU-55 . 29 

1916-D  ms-64  i  pi  ( 5)  Brilliant  4lA 


Gem  Mint  State  1916-S  5< 


1916- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightlv  toned.  Well  struck  for 
the  date,  with  nearly  full  details  at  the  bison's 

shoulder . 2,520 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 295 


Lovely  Gem  1917-D  5c 


1917-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  not 
fully  struck,  but  with  decent  design  details 
present  on  the  reverse.  Light  golden  surfaces 

show  attractive  pale  rose  iridescence . 3,095 

1917-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  845 

1917-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  I  ight  golden  toning  845 
1917-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  “19 
1917-D  MS-63  (PCC.S)  I  lighiv  lustrous  719 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCX  M)  Attractive  light  golden  toning 

A  lovely  piece  that  is  sure  to  please . 719 

1917-D  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  . 425 

1917-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 425 

1917-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1917-D  AU-53  (NGC) . 215 


Lovely  Gem  1917-S  Buffalo  5C 


1917-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  pale  rose 
iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  for 


the  date,  with  nearly  full  design  details  on  the  bi¬ 


son.  Rare  so  fine . 3,250 

1918/7-D  F-12  (ANACS) . 1,085 


Splendid  1918-D  Nickel 


1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicately  toned.  A  superb 
strike,  and  worthy  of  close  attention  and  interest 
for  this  fact,  in  addition  to  its  quality  as  an  MS-64. 
If  you  could  find  10  specimens  of  the  1918-D  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  in  MS-64  grade  and  line  them  up  in  a 
row,  we  expect  this  would  be  at  the  head  of  the 
group,  quality-wise!  A  find  for  the  connoisseur 

and  specialist . 2,295 

1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  popular  branch  mint  issue,  a  date  that 
is  fairly  elusive  in  Mint  State.  Some  striking 
weakness  is  present  at  the  centers,  typical  for  the 


date . 1,350 

1918-D  AU-58 . 310 

1918-D  EF-40 . 185 


1919  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful  light  gold  surfaces.  549 

Gorgeous  1919-D  Nickel 


191 9-D  MS-64  i  PCGS)  Brilliant  with  attractive  light 
golden  toning.  This  gorgeous  1919-D  is  one  of 
the  nicest  examples  we  have  had  in  recent  years. 
An  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  to  acquire  a 
truly  outstanding  piece,  a  Buffalo  nickel  that  will 
be  displayed  with  pleasure  for  many  years  to 
come . 2,450 


High-Quality  191 9-S  5c 


1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  coin  of  especially  choice  quality; 
one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a 
coin  that  outranks  some  we've  seen  graded  as 
MS-65!  If  quality  is  your  forte,  you'll  really  enjoy 
having  this  as  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection.  Use 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  to  add  to  your 
collection  of  Buffalo  nickels  or  to  start  one!  3,995 
1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  beautiful  blue  and 
rose  toning . 795 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Attractive  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  with  toning  in 
blue  and  gold.  Very  attractive.  A  superb  strike 
for  a  1920-S  Buffalo  nickel.  Quality  such  as  this 
is  very  difficult  to  find.  A  true  prize,  this  1920-S 
will  delight  the  connoisseur  and  advanced  nu¬ 
mismatist.  Certainly,  this  variety  in  this  grade  is 
one  of  the  key  issues  to  completing  a  Buffalo 


nickel  set . 3,995 

1920-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1,450 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  a  rarity,  but  so  nice 

to  own . 635 

1921  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 350 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1924- S  EF-40  (AN ACS) . 1,195 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1925- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1925-S  MS-63  (NGQ.Jjar-above-average  strike.  Re¬ 
markable  for  its  quality  and  condition . 1,795 


1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  with 
just  a  whisper  of  rose  toning.  A  lovely  gem  coin 
that  virtually  guarantees  aesthetic  satisfaction  for 
its  next  owner . 175 


Superb  Mint  State  1926-S  Rarity 


1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  great  find!  A  splendid  coin 
with  light  rose  and  golden  toning,  a  superlative 
example  of  this  key  date  and  mintmark-a  vari¬ 
ety  which  is  traditionally  one  of  the  very  last  to  be 
acquired  in  a  specialized  collection.  This  piece  is 
certainly  one  of  the  finest  Buffalo  nickels  of  any 
date  or  mintmark  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent 
times.  Destined  to  be  the  centerpiece  of  a  fine  col¬ 


lection . 9,950 

1926- S  EF-40  (NGC).  An  important  low-mintage  key 

date,  even  if  "only"  EF-40 .  945 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1927- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


Key  Date  1927-S  Buffalo  5« 


1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  iridescent,  mostly 
light  blue  toning.  At  this  level  the  1927-S  is  one  of 


the  key  issues  in  the  Buffalo  series . 2,950 

1927-S  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  515 


Gem  1928-S  Condition  Rarity 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity  in 
this  grade.  Although  the  1928-S  is  of  little  ac¬ 
count  if  well  worn,  at  the  gem  level  it  is  a  focal 

point . 4,350 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  with 
wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The  fields 
have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
prooflike,  an  unusual  feature  for  the  era.  A  splen¬ 
did  coin  that  you  will  really  enjoy  owning.  1,295 


1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1928- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1929- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 349 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1929- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1930  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1930  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  gold  and  rose  ton¬ 
ing . 419 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1931- S  AU-58 . 44 

1934- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1935  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  elu¬ 

sive  issue  that  gains  in  popularity  each  time  we 
offer  a  specimen.  Doubling  plainest  at  FIVE 

CENTS . 850 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1935- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  iri¬ 

descent  toning.  Second  and  most  desired  style  of 
the  year  with  "brilliant"  or  "mirror"  (rather  than 

matte)  finish . 1,150 

1936- S/S  FS5C-020.  Repunched  mintmark.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Light  iridescent  toning . 295 

1936- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

1937- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-58  (NGC) . 995 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-40 . 439 

1937-D  3-Legged.  VF-30 .  349 

1937-D  3-Legged.  VF-30  (PCI) . 349 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty . 19 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 


Jefferson  Nickels 

.  55 
139 


On  June  23,  1860,  a 
group  of  Japanese  ambassa¬ 
dors  visited  the  Philadelphia 
Mint.  In  the  scene  repro¬ 
duced  here  they  are  in  a  large 
room  lighted  with  gas  (note 
fixture  at  upper  left),  and 
partly  illuminated  by  a  glass 
transom  over  the  door.  The 
framed  pictures  on  the  lower 
level  of  the  wall  seem  to  be 
maps  or  floor  plans,  perhaps 
a  guide  to  visitors.  Also  shown 


a:tm  ' 


is  an  item  captioned:  Box  of  American  coins,  of  various 
denominations  presented  to  the  Japanese  ambassadors. 
Presumably,  this  represents  a  full  Proof  set  from 
the  cent  to  the  $20  in  a  velvet-lined,  fitted  case. 
If  so,  the  coins  would  have  included  the 
following:  Indian  cent,  silver  three-cent 
piece,  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dol¬ 
lar,  half  dollar,  silver  dollar, 
gold  dollar,  quarter  eagle, 
three-dollar  piece,  half  eagle, 
eagle,  and  double  eagle. 
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1942  Type  I.  Proof-65. . 
1942  Type  II.  Proof-65. 
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Special  Pre-Publication  Offer 


One  of  the  most  interesting,  most  exciting  books 
ever  written  in  American  numismatics! 

The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan 

by  O.  David  Bowers 


This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting, 
most  exciting,  most  informative  hooks 
ever  written  in  American  numismatics. 
We  fully  expect  that  it  will  become  a 
runaway  best  seller.  And,  by  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  our  pre-publication  offer  you 
can  save  lots  of  money  and  also  he  one 
of  the  very  first  to  get  a  copy  when  it  is 
published! 

What  better  way  to  tell  you  what’s 
coming  your  way  than  to  show  you  the 
draft  for  our  Table  of  Contents? 

As  you  can  see,  the  book  will  have 
enough  information — all  written  in 
Dave  Bowers’  interesting,  captivating 
style — to  keep  you  busy  and  happy  for 
a  week  of  spare  time! 


A  Special  Preview  of 
what  the  Booh  Contains: 

Chapter  1:  The  Gold  Rush  in  California 

Early  Finds  of  gold  in  California  •  The  discov 
ery  of  gold  at  Sutter’s  Mill  •  Sutter's  own  story  • 
News  spreads  to  th<  Easl  •  ^  special  $2.50  gold 
coin  created.  •  Overland  to  California;  hardships 
of  the  trip  •  Influx  to  California  by  sea  •  Mining 
methods.  •  Life  in  the  mining  camps 

Chapter  2:  San  Francisco  in  the  Gold  Rush 

San  Francisco,  the  home  port  of  the  SS  Brother 
Jonathan  for  nearly  all  of  its  existence,  was  the  most 
cosmopolitan  city  of  the  West;  life  in  the  city,  enter¬ 
tainment,  the  influence  of  steamshipson  the  economy, 
communications.  •  Wine,  women,  and  song;  enter¬ 
tainment  in  the  early  days.  •  A  vignette  of  the  city  in 
1853.  •  The  scene  in  1854  •  Lawlessness  and  unruly 


conduct.  •  The  great  fires.  •  Banks  and  bankers.  •  The 
story  ofjames  King  of  William.  •  Mail  from  the  East. 

•  rrhe  excitement  of  Steamer  Day  from  an  1855 
account  describing  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  as  she 
prepared  to  leave  port.  •  Ships  come  and  go.  •  The 
Pony  Express  and  the  telegraph  •  San  Francisco 
comes  of  age  •  Mark  Twain  in  residence.  •  The  What 
Cheer  House. 

Chapter  3:  Coins  and  Currency  in  America 

An  overview  of  wins  and  currency  used  in 
America  during  the  Gold  Rush  era  and  the  time  of 
h  in  •  1  Hfferences  between  the 

•  ban)  m  rtea  in  the  East  • 
Federal  mint*  •  Coins  in  circulation.  •  Forei 
coins  •  The  great  a  tin  sh  trtage  •  The  advent  <  if  the 
$20 gi  ild  double  eagle.  •  North  vs.  South,  politics,  the 
slavery  question,  the  election  of  1860  and  its  reper- 

•  t  'ins  •Legal  Tender  notes. 

Chapter  4:  Money  in  California 

IJ  V  •  The 

•  Si  r  coins.  • 

denomination  gold. 

Chapter  5:  Coins  and  Coiners  in  California 

Severe  shortages  of  federal  coins  result  in  the 
•  Gt  Id  dust  and  nuggets; 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

uraalism.  •Dubosq&Ca  • 

•  Ink  .it  tiu  Philadelphia 
Mint.  •  Augustus  Hum] 

Office  of  Gold. 

Chapter  6:  The  San  Francisco  Mint 

Gold  from  California  shipped  to  eastern  mints 
1S48-1S53.  •  San  Francisco  Mint  proposed  • 

• 

numismatic  aspects  of  grading,  rarity,  and  value. 

•  u  narrative,  including  numismatic 
information  and  details,  of  the  operation  of  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  1854-1865,  this  facility- be¬ 
ing  the  source  for  most  of  the  coins  carried 

■  '  n  i than  in  the  1  860s.  • 
The  San  Francisco  Mint  in  later  years.  •  Gold 
bars  •  The  New  York  City  Assay  Office.  •  Bret 
Harte  at  the  Mint.  •  Mark  Twain  observes  the 
Mint.  •  Problems  with  Legal  Tender  notes  • 
This  chapter  contains  the  most  comprehensive 
numismatic  view  of  the  early  years  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  up  to  and  including  1865,  that 
has  ever  appeared  in  a  single  publication. 

Chapter  7:  The  Brother  Jonathan  in  the  Atlantic 

The  launching  of  the  ship.  •  Her  early  days  in 
the  Atlantic  to  Chagres  route.  •  A  first-person 
account  of  an  early  voyage  on  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan  through  the  Caribbean  Sea  and  Atlantic 
Ocean. 


Vi 


Chapter  8:  The  Brother  Jonathan  in  the  Pacific 

The  route  to  and  from  the  East  via  Nicaragua. 

•  l’he  Vanderbilt  interests.  •  Conditions  aboard 
ship.  •  Two  first-person  accounts  of  voyages  on  the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  along  the  coasts  of  Mexico  and 
California. 

-so 

Chapter  9:  The  Brother  Jonathan  on  the 
Northern  Route 

The  era  of  the  1860s.  •  The  Brother  Jonathan 
changes  hands  and  is  rebuilt.  The  coastwise  trade 
between  San  Francisco  and  points  north  including 
Portland  and  Victoria.  •  Conditions  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  •  The  Civil  War  in  the  West  and  its  threat  to 
shipping.  •  Confederate  plots  and  raiders.  •  The 
curious  affair  of  the  J.M.  Chapman.  •  The  frighten¬ 
ing  specter  of  the  rebel  marauder  C.S.S.  Shenandoah. 

'So 

Chapter  10:  Oregon  and  the  Brother  Jonathan 

Lewis  and  Clark  distribute  medals.  •  Beaver 
tokens.  •  The  Oregon  Exchange  Co.  •  Money  and 
banking  in  Oregon.  •  The  condition,  date,  mint- 
mark,  and  grade  of  coins  recovered  from  the  wreck 
of  the  Brother  Jonathan  by  Deep  Sea  Research, 
Inc.,  1996-1997. 

-So 

Chapter  11:  Before  the 
Brother  Jonathan’s  Departure 

The  scene  in  San  Francisco  in  the  summer  of 
1865.  •  Public  events  and  attractions.  •  Money 
and  prices.  •  News  of  July  1865.  •  The  Brother 
Jonathan  takes  a  trip.  •  Crescent  City. 

-So 

Chapter  12:  The  Fateful  Voyage 

Getting  ready.  •  Loading  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jonathan.  •  Sketches  of  certain  passengers.  • 
Victor  Smith,  the  “invasion”  of  Port  Townsend, 
the  second  “National  City,”  and  other  matters.  • 
The  voyage  north  along  the  coast.  •  Weather 
conditions.  •  Overnight  at  Crescent  City.  •  Con¬ 
tinuing  the  voyage.  •  The  fateful  afternoon.  • 
First-person  accounts  of  what  happened. 

-Sd 

Chapter  13:  Aftermath  of  the  Disaster 

The  scene  in  Crescent  City.  •  News  reaches  the 
cities.  •  Bodies  and  some  wreckage  found.  •  Searches, 
newspaper  accounts,  etc. ,  primarily  August  through 
October,  1865.  •  The  last  moments  of  James  Nisbet. 

•  A  scandal  is  suggested.  •  Requiem.  •  Official 
investigation.  •  Overview  of  the  tragedy. 

'SD 

Chapter  14:  Legacy  of  the  Brother  Jonathan 

Early  searches  for  the  lost  ship.  •  The  story 
year  by  year  of  various  individuals  and  companies 
who  sought  to  find  the  ship  and  recover  the  trea¬ 
sure.  •  The  Brother  Jonathan  reported  “found”  on 
several  occasions. 

'SD 

Chapter  15:  Deep  Sea  Research,  Inc. 

Sea-Epics  Research,  Inc.  •  The  establish¬ 
ment  of  Deep  Sea  Research,  Inc.  •  Messrs. 
Flohr,  Harrington,  Harris,  and  Wadsley.  •  Ex¬ 
plorations.  •  Success!  •  Legal  matters  and  chal¬ 
lenges. 

00 

Chapter  16:  DSR  Goes  for  the  Gold 

The  exploration  of  1996.  •  Excitement  250 


feet  below  the  sea.  •  Gold  found.  •  Golden  trea¬ 
sures.  •  Interviews  including  recovery  experi¬ 
ences.  •  Barry  Sutton’s  reminiscences.  •  Pat  Wil¬ 
son  remembers.*  Numismatic  considerations. 


date,  mintmark,  and  grade  of  coins  recovered 
from  the  wreck  of  the  Brother  Jonathan  by 
Deep  Sea  Research,  Inc.,  1996-1997. 


00 

Chapter  17:  More  Treasure  and  Artifacts 

The  exploration  of  1997.  •  More  gold  found.  • 
Artifacts  for  the  Del  Norte  County  Museum.  • 
Mapping  and  conservation  activities.  •  Interviews 
including  recovery  experiences.  •  Focus  on  rare 
coins. 

'Qd 

Appendix  I:  Chronology  of  the 

Activities  of  Deep  Sea  Research,  Inc. 

Time-line  of  the  activities  of  the  company 
that  found  treasure  in  the  wreck  of  the  Brother 
Jonathan.  •  Series  of  court  cases  and  decisions. 

00 


Appendix  III:  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 
Crew  and  Passenger  List 

Crew  listing  and  passenger  listing  with 
biographies,  commentaries,  accounts  of  their 
experiences  (when  known). 

Appendix  IV:  A  Visit  to  the 
San  Francisco  Mint 

An  illustrated  visit  to  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  as  given  m  Hutchings’  California  Maga¬ 
zine,  October  1856,  describing  the  melting, 
refining,  assaying,  and  coining  processes, 
relevant  to  the  Brother  Jonathan  treasure  as 
most  of  the  coins  were  minted  there  and 


Special  Pre-Publication  Offer: 


This  large  8V2by  11”  format  will  be  300  to  400  or  more  pages,  profusely  illustrated, 
hardbound,  printed  on  quality  paper,  and  fully  indexed.  The  list  price  will  be  $69.95 
plus  $5  postage  and  handling.  We  anticipate  the  publication  date  to  be  May  of  1999. 


Here  are  the  specifics  on  the  book: 


Appendix  II:  Registry  of  Rare  Coins 
Recovered  from  the  Brother  Jonathan 

Numismatic  descriptions  by  denomination, 


with  the  same  processes. 


Only  $4995 

plus  $5  postage  and  handling. 

Save  $20! 

HOW  TO  ACT: 

Telephone  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  for  Mary  Tocci.  Or  send  your  order  by  mail 
or  fax  (603)  569-5319  or  email  your  order  to  bowersmerena@conknet.com. 

OUR  GUARANTEE:  Absolute!  If  after  having  the  book  in  your  possession  for 
30  full  days,  you  are  not  100  %  DELIGHTED  in  every  way,  an  instant  refund  in 
full  awaits  you! 


United  States  Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 

As  we  go  to  press  we  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of 
half  dimes  of  the  Capped  Bust  and  Liberty  Seated 
series.  Along  the  way  you  will  find  many  worthwhile 
coins,  each  purchased  by  us  with  care,  and  priced  to 
be  a  good  value  for  you. 

If  you  are  looking  for  something  new  to  collect, 
consider  this  series.  Over  the  years  quite  a  few  numis¬ 
matists- ranging  from  Harold  P.  Newlin  in  the  1870s 
and  1880s  down  to  D.C.  Montgomery  and  Dr.  Stuart 
Levine  in  modern  times— have  found  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  in  this  pursuit. 

Capped  Bust  Hajf  Dimes 

1831  Capped  Bust.  Valentine-2.  Rarity-4.  AU-55.  Bril¬ 
liant . 275 

1831  V-5.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  amber  ton¬ 
ing . 595 

1832  V-12a.  Rarity-4.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 275 

1833  V-l.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  ideal  coin  for 

either  a  ri  pe  set  or  a  date  collection . 1,295 

1833  V-l.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Lots  of  eye 

appeal! . 595 

1833  V-4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  surfaces.  429 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Incredibly  toned  in  beautiful  rainbow  col¬ 
ors.  Always  in  demand  for  type  set  purposes.  This 
design  was  made  only  in  two  years  — in  1837  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  in  1838  at  the  New 

Orleans  Mint . 1,650 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  AU-55 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 459 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  AU-50. 455 
1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Beautiful  satiny  surfaces . 795 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  lus¬ 
trous— and  a  nice  strike,  too! . 725 

1841  MS-64  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  gold  and  blue.  439 

1842  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  satiny  surfaces.  A  really 
choice  specimen  of  this  early  Philadelphia  Mint 


Liberty  Seated  half  dime . 649 

1843  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  little  half 

dime,  sparkling  and  lustrous . 649 

1844-0  V-2.  Small  O.  VF-20  (AN ACS) . 435 


1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  exceptional 
detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate  toning.  475 
1845  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  toning.  475 


1845  MS-60.  Brilliant . 195 

1847  MS-64  i  V  ,t  )  Brilliant  . 


1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces.  Quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level.  In 
general,  all  New  Orleans  silver  coins  made  prior 
to  February  1853  are  very  difficult  to  locate  in 


choice  Mint  State . 695 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  675 


Arrows  were  added  lo  the  date  to  signify  the  reduced 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853.  Although 
the  weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  only 
through  1855,  then  discontinued  The  Am>ws  design  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  halt  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar 
series,  not  to  the  trime  or  silver  dollar  The  tnme  had  a  lower 
intrinsic  value  and  metal  composition,  and  the  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  was  allowed  to  "float"  with  its  melt-down  value  being 
more  than  its  face  value,  even  after  1853.  Such  dollars  were 
mainly  used  as  bullion  coins  in  the  export  trade  to  the  Onent. 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 110 

1853-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces.  Much  scarcer  in  Mint  State  than  is  com¬ 
monly  believed . 1,695 

1854  .Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  585 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 585 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  light 

peripheral  toning . 365 

1855  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1856  VIS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 639 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of 

golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 495 


1857-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 195 

1858  Inverted  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty 
with  some  light  golden  toning.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  glaring  die  cutting  errors  of  the  19th  century. 
The  date  was  first  cut  upside  down  and  then  cor¬ 
rected!  Elusive  in  all  grades,  rare  so  fine . 1,750 

1858  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 525 

1858  Clashed  dies.  EF-45 . 55 

1859  Proof-64  (NGC)  Important  sub-type  with  hol¬ 

low  star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty’  (this  die  being  attributed  to  Anthony 
C.  Paquet,  per  conventional  wisdom) . 1,995 

Elsewhere  in  numismatics  Paquet  is  remembered  not 
only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but  for  the  distinctive  reverse 
employed  on  certain  varieties  of  1861  $20  gold  pieces.  Interest¬ 
ingly,  the  New  Orleans  1859-0  half  dime  is  of  the  standard 
type -not  the  Paquet  variation. 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning.  Curious,  ephemeral  type  with  hollow  star 

points _ _ 1,295 

1859-0  MS-64 1 NGC)  Brilliant  This  issue  is  relatively 
available  in  lower  grades,  but  is  fairly  elusive  in 
Mint  State,  particularly  in  the  high  preservation 

offered  here . 850 

1859-0  MS-64  iPCGSi  Especially  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality'  not  often 

seen . 850 

1863-S  MS-64  (\IGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1,695 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  book... 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dimes 

by  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half  dimes 
on  a  year-by-year  basis  and  goes  far 
beyond  the  Daniel  W.  Valentine  work 
on  the  series.  168  pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105.  List 
price  $29.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 
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1864  MS-63.  Attractive  gunmetal-blue  toning.  A  busi¬ 
ness  strike,  not  a  Proof,  and  thus  of  great  rarity. 
Much  foundational  value,  as  even  a  well-worn  1864 
half  dime  is  a  numismatic  delicacy.  We  guarantee 

you  will  be  pleased . 1,295 

1864-S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning.  About  as  nice 
as  this  issue  is  generally  found.  Branch  mint 
half  dimes  were  not  recognized  for  their  nu¬ 
mismatic  desirability  until  two  or  three  de¬ 
cades  later,  by  which  time  most  had  acquired 

wear . 595 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giving 
way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  at  the  rims.  A 
superb  and  numismatically  memorable  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in  the  half  dime 
series.  Yet  another  half  dime  that  is  highly  re¬ 
garded  at  all  levels  of  preservation.  The  connois¬ 
seur  will  like  this  one . 1,195 

This  Mint  State  1866  half  dime  is  far  rarer  than  an 
equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at  a  premium  by  the  Mint 
and  were  saved  by  numismatists,  while  business  strikes  were 
generally  ignored. 

1866  EF-45.  Deep  rose  toning.  Rare  date . 595 

1867  Proof -64  (PCGS).  Attractive  toning.  A  delightful 

half  dime,  one  that  is  rare  in  all  grades.  We  know 
you  will  be  pleased . 835 

1869  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  light  amber  toning. 
Needle-sharp  strike.  Rarer  at  this  Mint  State  level 

than  an  equivalent  Proof . 750 

1873-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Swan 
song  of  the  half  dime  denomination . 475 

Dimes 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  offers  many  in¬ 
teresting  dimes  from  the  Draped  Bust  style  onward, 
commencing  with  a  dandy  1801,  a  scarce  date. 
Among  Capped  Bust  varieties  are  several  Mint  State 
pieces.  Liberty  Seated,  Barber,  and  Mercury  dimes 
also  include  interesting  opportunities  among  which 
are  many  new  purchases. 


Draped  Bust  Dimes 

Rare  1801  Dime 


1801  John  Reich-1.  Rarity-4.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Medium 
gray  and  golden  toning.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level . 2,450 

Pleasing  1804  Dime 
"$2.50  reverse" 


1804  JR-2.  Rarity-5. 14  Stars.  VF-30  (ANACS).  Silver 
and  golden  surfaces.  An  exceptionally  pleasing 
specimen.  Of  added  interest  and  importance  as 
this  identical  reverse  die  was  used  to  coin  1804  gold 
$2.50  pieces . 6,950 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

Lovely  1809  Dime 


1809  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  steel  gray  with 
plenty  of  rose  and  blue  iridescence  in  evidence. 


The  only  variety  of  the  year.  A  hint  of  weakness 
is  noted  at  the  rims,  which  is  typical  for  this 
date  (fully  struck  specimens  come  but  few  and 
far  between).  Seldom  found  in  Mint  State  mak¬ 
ing  an  AU-58  beauty  such  as  this  even  more 

tempting . 2,595 

1814  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  A  nice  specimen  of  this  earlv  Capped 
Bust  date . 865 


1814  JR-3.  Large  Date.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  with  delicate  toning . 2,195 

1820  JR-8.  Rarity-3.  Large  0  in  Date.  EF-40  (ANACS). 

Nicely  toned . 319 

1821  JR-8.  Large  Date.  EF-40.  Light  gold  surfaces.  349 
1823/2  JR-1.  Small  E's.  AU-50.  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces 

display  rich  rose  toning  at  the  peripheries.  Not  easy 

to  locate  in  this  relatively  high  grade . 635 

1825  JR-2.  EF-40.  Deeply  toned . 325 

1827  JR-1.  AU-53.  A  lustrous  pearl  gray  specimen 
with  attractive  rose  and  pale  blue  iridescence 

present  on  both  sides . 695 

1827  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (NGC) . 635 

1827  JR-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  at 

this  grade  level  (just  try  to  locate  another!).  Add 
it  to  your  cabinet  for  only . 1,295 

1828  JR-1.  Small  10  C.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,695 

1829  JR-12.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Brilliant . 245 

1830/29  JR-5.  Raritv-2.  VF-30  (PCGS).  This  variety 

was  made  famous  by  Don  Taxay  in  the  Scott  cata¬ 
logue  of  1971 . 275 

1830  JR-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1,295 

Brilliant  and  Beautiful  1830  Dime 


1830  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  well 
struck.  High  grade,  too!  And,  when  you  evaluate 
our  low  price,  you'll  agree  that  this  coin  is  a  win¬ 
ner  from  every  aspect . 2,750 

1830  JR-6.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 395 

1831 JR-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1831  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in 

blue,  sea  green,  and  orange . 350 

1831  JR-5.  MS-63.  Rim  break  on  reverse.  Sharply 
struck.  Pleasing  light  toning . 995 

1833  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 360 

1833  JR-5.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  frostv 

surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning  around  the 
rims . 725 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  hook... 


America's  Silver  Coinage 
1794-1891 


CiniMge  ol  (he  Amenr  J»  (  onferenc* 
M  TV  American  NamUmelk  Vxtet».  New  >orh 
November  M, 19** 


America’s 
Silver  Coinage 

1794-1891 

Presentations  by  leading  collectors, 
historians,  researchers,  and  others  from 
seminars  of  the  Coinage  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  Conference  conducted  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society  on  November 
1-2,  1986.  210  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN- 
210.  List  price  $15.00. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 

and  nicely  struck  for  the  date . 695 

1834  JR-1.  Large  4.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  nice  original 

piece . 475 

1834  JR-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 969 

1834  JR-5.  Large  4.  MS-63  (NGC).  Condition  Census. 

Mostly  brilliant  with  rosy  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  About  equal  in  quality  to  the  finest  example 
of  the  variety  known  to  the  authors  of  the  John 
Reich  dime  book.  You  could  search  for  years  and 
not  find  its  equal.  Ideal  for  the  variety  specialist  as 
well  as  the  "type"  collector . 1,295 

1835  JR-1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..  1,095 

1835  JR-5.  AU-50 .  345 


1835  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  An  outstanding  example,  probably  in  the 
Condition  Census  for  the  die  variety.  A  prize  for 

the  alert  specialist . 2,195 

1835  JR-9.  MS-62  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  light 
gold  peripheral  toning.  The  reflective  fields  con¬ 
trast  nicely  with  the  frosty  devices,  particularly  on 


the  reverse . 775 

1836  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC) . 795 

1836  JR-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 945 

1836  JR-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Nicely  toned . 395 

1837  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  EF-40 . 195 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-62 

(NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
golden  toning.  A  splendid  specimen  for  a  high- 
grade  type  set . 1,695 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-55 


(ANACS).  Always  popular.  Scarce  two-year  de¬ 
sign  type . 895 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-55 
(PCGS).  Light  rainbow  iridescence . 895 

1837  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  AU-50 

(ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 869 

1838-0  Liberty  Seated.  No  Stars.  EF40  A  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this  low-mintage  issue,  a  variety  seldom 
found  nicer,  and  not  often  this  nice . 645 

1838  Large  Stars.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  First  issue 

with  stars  on  the  obverse.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type 

set . 595 

1838  Large  Stars.  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  AU-55.  Dou¬ 
bling  plainest  at  D  of  DIME . 195 

Sharply  Struck  1842-0  Dime 


1842-0  MS-61  (NGC)  Nicely  struck  with  attractive 

golden  surfaces . 3,650 

1842-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces 
Scarce  in  any  grade,  rare  at  the  AU  level. ...  1,195 

1847  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat  prooflike. 
A  lovely  specimen  of  this  Philadelphia  Mint  issue. 
A  popular  "sleeper"  date,  one  that  is  quite  elusive 
in  Mint  State,  although  this  is  not  widely  known. 
One  of  the  thousands  of  new  purchases  recently 
acquired,  many  of  which  are  listed  for  the  first 
time  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  ..  1,950 

1848  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  as 


well  as  a  specialized  collection . 625 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular 

"type"  coin  in  any  season . 1,295 

1853  Arrows  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1853  lirows.  MS-63  PCGS)  Brilliant 


1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  595 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  book... 


American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
(introduction  by  Kenneth  Bressett) 

Twenty-two  profusely  illustrated 
chapters  are  filled  with  stories  of  trea¬ 
sures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some  still 
waiting  to  be  found.  456  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404. 
List  price  $59.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 


1858  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 385 

1859  AU-50.  Brilliant . 159 

1859-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  fairly 

underappreciated  date  from  the  New  Orleans 
Mint,  especially  so  in  Mint  State . 535 

1860  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 245 

1863- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Scarce 

in  all  high  grades  as  such  pieces  were  not 
numismatically  noticed  during  their  era.  If  you've 
ordered  Dave  Bowers'  forthcoming  book  (see  spe¬ 
cial  pre-publication  offer  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review),  The  Treasure  Ship  “ S.S .  Brother 
Jonathan,"  you'll  enjoy  reading  all  about  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  how  it  was  formed,  how  it  oper¬ 
ated,  and  lots  of  other  interesting  -  indeed,  fasci¬ 
nating  -  "stuff."  A  good  read  is  in  store  -  as  soon 
as  the  book  is  published . 575 

1864  AU-55.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of 
all  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strike  dates.  ...  819 

1864- S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 
Very  rare  in  Mint  State,  as  virtually  no  one  (per¬ 
haps  absolutely  no  one)  collected  S-Mint  coins  at 
the  time!  This  was  about  a  decade  before  certain 
westerners  began  to  pay  attention  to  their  own 
coins.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  in 
our  inventory  —  quite  a  telling  statement  as  we 
believe  we  have  handled  just  as  many  rare  coins 
as  almost  anyone,  past  or  present.  The  specialist 


will  truly  appreciate  this  opportunity . 1,650 

1863-S  AU-50  (PCGS)  Brown  and  gray  surfaces.  High 
quality  for  an  issue  which  when  seen  is  apt  to  be 
in  significantly  lower  grades  than  this . 795 


1867  EF-45  (ANACS)  A  well-known,  low-mintage 
date.  Indeed,  the  lowest  production  figure  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  dime  series  (only  6,000  business 
strikes  were  coined)  and  one  of  the  lowest  dime 
mintages  of  any  type  from  17%  to  the  present. 
Tvpicallv  when  we  offer  an  example  of  this  date, 
more  often  than  not  it  is  a  Proof.  Business  strikes 


are  very  rare . 1,150 

1870  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1872-S  AU-50 .  329 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  half 
moon  of  gold,  amber,  and  blue  toning  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse . 1350 

1873  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  and 

light  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you'll 
ever  see  at  the  AU  grade  level . 350 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  950 

1874  Arrows  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 950 

1875- CC  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Beautiful  satiny  surfaces . 655 

1876- CC  MS-64.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 
light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Struck  from  rusted 
dies,  not  an  unusual  happenstance  for  this  date.  A 
splendid  specimen  struck  on  the  downside  of  the 


glory  years  of  the  Comstock  Lode . 465 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1880  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular  low-mintage 
date . 595 
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1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A  common 
date  in  rather  uncommon  (for  this  date)  grade.  As 
such,  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high-level  coin 
for  your  type  set  at  just  a  fraction  of  what  you 
would  have  to  pay  for  a  rarity  (such  as  an  early  S- 


Mint  dime)  in  comparable  grade . 1,095 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 875 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


Gem  1886-S  Rarity 


1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  rare  (what  more  could  be  asked?). 
Many  times  rarer  ion  Mint  State  than  its  sizable 


mintage  (206,524  pieces)  indicates . 5,295 

1890-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 595 


Barber  Dimes 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  has  quite  a  few 
scarce  and  rare  pieces  in  the  Barber  dime  series.  The 
elusive  1895-0  (in  particular),  1896-0,  and  1896-S  come 
to  mind  as  do  a  few  others— as  well  as  many  at  more 
popular  price  levels.  The  1905-0  "Micro  o"  is  seldom 
seen,  and  we  direct  your  attention  to  the  one  we  offer. 

1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 995 


MANY.  INTERESTING  ARTICLES 
are  coming  your  way  in  the  Rare  Coin 
Review.  Shown  here  is  one  of  our 
scribes  working  on  a  manuscript  about 
silver  three-cent  pieces.  We're  just  kid¬ 
ding;  the  photograph  is  dated  April  18, 
1908,  and  shows  someone,  identity  un¬ 
known,  in  Newark,  NJ,  busy  writing 
something  by  hand  — in  the  days  be¬ 
fore  we  had  ballpoint  pens  or,  for  that 
matter,  computers. 


1893  AU-55.  Lightly  toned . 69 

1893-0  VF-25 . 129 

1893-0  VF-20 . H9 

1893- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 619 

1894- 0  EF-40+.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  all  grades . 359 

1894-0  EF-40 . 315 


Important  1895-0  Rarity 


1895-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  attrac¬ 
tive  gold  and  magenta  peripheral  toning.  Aside 
from  the  1894-S  rarity,  the  1895-0  is  the  key  to  the 


Barber  dime  series . 2,850 

1895-0  VF-25.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this 
much  desired,  much  admired  issue . 1,250 


Memorable  1896-0  Dime 


1896-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
golden  toning  around  the  periphery.  A  splendid 
coin  that  is  fully  the  equal  of  some  we  have  seen 
graded  MS-65 . 4,695 

Outstanding  Near-Gem  1896-S  10<t 


1896- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  rainbow  iri¬ 

descence.  Certainly  one  of  the  most  important 
dates  in  the  Barber  dime  series,  particularly  in 
MS-64.  If  you  are  currently  building  a  world 
class  collection  of  Barber  dimes  and  are  lacking 
this  date,  we  suggest  you  call  Gail  Watson  or 
Janet  Lavertue  quickly,  as  we  don't  anticipate 
this  specimen  will  gather  any  cobwebs  in  our  in¬ 
ventory . 3,195 

1897- 0  EF-40.  Very  nice  eye  appeal . 490 

1897-0  F-12.  Light  golden  surfaces . 259 

1898  MS-62.  Nicely  toned . 129 

1899-0  VF-25 . 109 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 

gold  peripheral  toning.  Scarce  so  fine . 1,095 

1902- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  quite  rare,  par¬ 

ticularly  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 
excellent  eye  appeal . 975 

1903- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  popular  low-mint¬ 
age  date . 1,165 


1903-S  AU-50.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  one  of  the  key 

issues  in  the  Barber  dime  series . 1,050 

1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  San 

Francisco  Mint  dime . 750 

1903-S  VF-20.  Not  often  do  we  have  a  nice  VF  speci¬ 
men  for  sale.  Such  coins  are  usually  found  one  at 

a  time . 495 

1905-0  Micro  o.  MS-60  (NGC).  A  brilliant  example  of 
a  variety  whose  popularity  is  growing  quickly 
due  to  the  missionary  efforts  of  Bill  Fivaz,  J.T. 
Stanton,  and  others,  although  the  variety  has  been 
known  (but  not  well  publicized)  for  a  long  time. 
Scarce  in  any  and  all  grades,  particularly  in  Mint 


State . 995 

1905-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1905-S  MS-60  PL . 265 

1905- S  MS-60 .  225 

1906  AU-50  (ANACS) . 45 

1906- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  From  San  Francisco's 

earthquake  year . 335 

1909  AU-50.  Nicely  toned . 19 

1909-D  MS-62  (NGC) . 695 

1909- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned . 695 

1910- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 249 

1914  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

1914-D  AU-50 . 49 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1914-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 315 


Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice  Mercury 
dimes  of  especially  high  quality.  Note  that  a  collec¬ 
tion  toward  the  end  of  the  series,  from  the  1930s  to 
1945,  can  be  assembled  for  very  low  cost,  including 
beautiful  Mint  State  pieces. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 


light  golden  peripheral  toning . 289 

1916  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 


Rare  191 6-D  Mercury  Dime 


1916-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  The  most  famous  issue  in  the 
series.  We  know  you  will  be  pleased  when  this 


beauty  arrives  in  your  mailbox! . 3,150 

1916-D  G-4  (PCGS) . 619 

1916- S  Mercury.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1917- D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning. ...  395 

1917-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty . 695 

1917- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 52 

1918- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 

1919  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1919- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Deeplv 

frosty.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  quality  seldom 
encountered . 595 


1920  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  rainbow  iri¬ 


descence . . . 995 

1920  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 
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1921  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning. 
Lowest  mintage  Philadelphia  Mint  Mercury 

dime . 795 

1921  EF-40.  Nicely  toned .  1 1 

1923  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1923  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1926-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Nicely  toned . 435 

1926-S  EF-45  (PCI).  Brilliant . 295 

1926- S  EF-40.  A  nice  original  piece . 219 

1927- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1928- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1929  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

toning . 285 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 2') 

1934- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant  obverse  with  deep  blue  ton¬ 
ing . 17 

1935- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Beautiful  golden  toned  sur¬ 
faces . 975 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  golden  toning . 325 

1937  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1938  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1938- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  deep  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 265 

1939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 359 

1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1940- S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 210 

1941- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

194^1-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely!  Highly  lustrous  and 

equally  as  desirable . 1,295 

194yi-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece  679 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1943-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 19 

1943-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a 

group  of  PCGS  beauties!  Buy  one  for . 59 

Use  this  listing  to  build  your  own  set  of  choice  Mint 
State  Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of  high  technical 
(numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable  mar¬ 


ket  price. 

1944  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 42 

1945- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1945-S  Micro  s.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 


Twenty-Cent  Piece 

Oh,  my  gosh!  Where  are  all  of  the  20-cent  pieces? 
Mike  Kolman:  Where  are  you  now  that  we  need  you? 


With  a  blush  we  offer  just  one  coin  in  this  issue!  You 
can  handle  the  situation,  for  there  are  so  many  other 
coins  to  choose  from  in  these  pages! 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  highlights 
on  satiny  surfaces.  A  lovely  example  of  the  most 
popular  issue  in  this  ephemeral  series . 1,150 

Quarter  Dollars 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  very  nice  selection  of 
quarter  dollars,  commencing  with  the  rare  and  highly 
prized  1796  and  continuing  into  the  present  century. 
Along  the  way  you  will  find  many  scarce  "type's"  as 
well  as  rare  dates  and  varieties. 

Early  Quarter  Dollars 

Desirable  1796  Quarter  Rarity 
First  Year  of  the  Denomination 


17%  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-35  (NGC).  Perfect  Die 
State.  Deep  iridescent  slate  gray  in  the  fields  with 
lighter  silver  gray  on  the  high  points.  Free  of  all  but 
the  most  insignificant  marks,  and  desirable  as  such. 
Important  as  the  first  year  of  the  denomination  and 
the  only  year  of  the  design  type  with  Draped  Bust 
obverse  and  Small  Eagle  reverse . 15,500 

The  first  year  of  the  quarter  dollar  denomination,  17%, 
featured  a  Draped  Bust  obverse  coupled  with  a  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  The  mintage  of  this  date  was  a  scant  6,146  pieces.  No 
further  quarter  dollar  coinage  was  forthcoming  hrom  the  Mint 
until  1804.  In  that  year,  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  was  modif  led 
slightly,  and  the  Small  Eagle  reverse  was  passed  over  in  favor 


of  the  new  Heraldic  or  Large  Eagle  reverse  style.  Worthy  of 
note  is  the  next  coin  in  our  offering,  a  pleasing  example  of  the 
1804  quarter,  itself  quite  rare  and  desirable  in  all  grades;  its 
mintage  was  only  6,738  pieces,  a  mere  592  pieces  more  than 
were  coined  of  the  1796-dated  quarter  dollar  raritv. 

The  year  1 7%  is  quite  interesting  in  numismatic  history 
as  well  as  in  the  annals  of  America.  Some  time  ago  we  pre¬ 
sented  at  auction  some  very  nice  1796-dated  coins  in  various 
series  from  the  John  WTiitney  Collection,  and  this  year  the 
ma  in  collection  will  be  brought  to  the  auction  room  by  Stack's. 

Your  editor  (QDB)  is  doing  a  bit  of  research  on  early 
American  silver  coins,  particularly  1794-1840,  and  their  distri¬ 
bution,  some  information  concerning  which  may  appear  in  an 
as  yet  untitled  book  involving  the  Childs  Collection  specimen 
of  the  famous  1801  silver  dollar  and  the  diplomatic  efforts  of 
Edmund  Roberts  More  information  will  be  related  within  the 
next  few  months 

Regarding  17%  in  history; 

On  September  17, 1796,  President  George  Washington 
delivered  his  Farewell  Address,  not  orally  but  by  publication 
in  the  Philadelphia  American  AJi’crtuer.  In  it  he  said  ‘it  is  our 
true  policy  to  steer  clear  of  permanent  alliance  with  any 
portion  of  the  foreign  world."  This  established  the  isolation¬ 
ism  that  characterized  much  of  American  politics  during  the 
following  century  In  December,  John  Adams  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  was  elected  to  the  presidency  on  the  Federalist  ticket, 
gaining  71  Electoral  College  votes,  as  compared  to  68  for 
Thomas  Jefferson,  59  for  Thomas  Pinckney,  and  30  for  Aaron 
Burr  Under  the  provisions  effective  at  the  time,  Jefferson,  with 
tile  second  highest  number  of  votes,  became  vice  president. 

T ennessee,  earlier  a  part  of  North  Carolina,  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  Union  as  the  16th  state  Possibly  because  of  this, 
certain  coins  (but  not  silver  dollars)  were  made  with  16  ob¬ 
verse  stars-  the  highest  standard  star  count  to  be  achieved  as 
part  of  any  obverse  design  of  the  era.  A  public  land  act  passed 
bv  Congress  on  Mas  18.  1796  authorized  the  sale  of  US. 
government  lands  m  minimum  lots  of  640  acres  each  at  S2  per 
acre  with  payment  to  be  made  under  a  credit  system. 

Gilbert  Stuart  created  his  famous  painting  of  George 
Washington,  the  so-called  Athenaeum  Head,  which  became 
the  most  popular  of  all  portraits  of  the  president  reproduc¬ 
tions  appeared  in  most  schoolrooms  in  the  United  States.  In 
Philadelphia,  experiments  with  gas  lighting  were  conducted. 
Billiards  w  ere  a  popular  .American  recreation,  particularly  in 
the  South.  English  astronomer  Francis  Bails  toured  the  United 
States  and  reported  that  Norfolk,  Virginia  had  a  dozen  parlors 
devoted  to  the  game  English  actor  Joseph  Jefferson  appeared 
on  the  New  1  ork  stage  for  the  first  time;  decades  later,  he 
would  became  famous  for  his  portraval  of  Rip  Van  Winkle. 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  book... 


ChWbrtdfl 


The  Smart  Collector 

bjl  the  editors  of  Coin  World 

A  handy  commentary.  General  in¬ 
formation  is  given  concerning  each  de¬ 
sign,  followed  by  “What  Will  It  Cost?” 
(a  commentary  on  the  cost  of  forming  a 
collection  of  the  specialty)  and  “Fast 
Facts”  (basic  information).  254  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCW-700. 
List  price  $22.00. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Robert  Bums  wrote  the  poem,  "Auld  Lang  Syne." 

France  experienced  hyper-inflation,  and  a  bushel  of 
flour,  worth  the  equivalent  of  40c  in  1790,  rose  in  price  to  $5 
(although  a  direct  comparison  is  not  possible,  as  changes  in  the 
value  of  money,  the  wage  structure,  etc.,  must  be  considered 
as  well).  In  England,  physician  Edward  Jenner  first  used 
inoculation  effectively  against  smallpox,  one  of  the  world's 
most  rampant  and  devastating  afflictions  (an  improvement, 
vaccination,  would  be  announced  in  1798). 

At  the  Mint,  the  dime  and  quarter  dollar  denomina¬ 
tions  were  struck  for  the  first  time.  Half  cents  bearing  the  1796 
date  were  made  in  small  numbers  and  would  become  recog¬ 
nized  as  rarities,  as  would  1796  half  dollars.  $2.50  gold  pieces, 
known  as  quarter  eagles,  were  first  minted.  David  Rittenhouse, 
late  Mint  director  and  president  of  the  American  Philosophi¬ 
cal  Society,  died,  and  was  eulogized  by  would-be  Mint  Direc¬ 
tor  Benjamin  Rush  in  an  address  at  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  High  Street,  Philadelphia,  December  17, 1796  (cf. 
Essays,  Literary,  Moral,  and  Philosophical,  by  Benjamin  Rush, 
M.D.,  Philadelphia:  Thomas  and  Samuel  Bradford,  1798). 
1804  B-l.  VG-10  (PCGS).  Pleasing  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  An  always  popular  key-date  issue,  and,  as 
many  collectors  know,  nearly  as  rare  as  the  fabled 
1796  quarter  rarity  (at  least  where  low  mintages 
are  concerned) . 1,795 


Lovely  1805  Quarter  Dollar 


1805  B-2.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous 


surfaces . 3,350 

1806  B-3.  VF-35  (NGC).  Very  attractive . 995 

1806  B-3.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces  devoid  of  all  but  the  tiniest  marks . 995 

1806  B-3.  VG-10 . 295 

1818  B-2.  VF-30  (AN ACS) . 365 

1818  B-3.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 695 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-25 . 319 

1818  B-4.  VF-20.  Deep  gray  surfaces . 249 

1818  B-8.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (NGC) . 695 

1820  B-2.  Large  O.  VF-20 .  265 

1821  B-4.  Rarity-2.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 265 


Rare  1822  Quarter  With  25/50C  Reverse 


1822  25/50C  B-2.  VG-10.  Light  gray  surfaces.  Die 
blunder  well  defined.  This  variety  no  doubt  was 
created  when  a  Mint  employee  was  thinking  half 
dollars  instead  of  quarter  dollars  when  cutting  the 
die!  Interestingly,  this  same  reverse  die  was  used 
later  (in  1828) . 4,250 


1824/2  B-l.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 445 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 495 

1825  B-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  gold  toning.  1,295 

1825  B-2.  EF-40  (NGC) . 765 

1828  B-l.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  A  very  nice  original  piece,  of  a  quality  that 
is  fairly  difficult  to  find  in  the  Capped  Bust  quar¬ 
ter  series;  many  can  be  found  in  F-12  or  so,  but 
lovely  AU  examples  of  the  design  type  come  few 
and  far  between.  Sharply  struck  and  essentially 

mark-free . 1,895 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  speci¬ 
men . 1,550 

1831 B4.  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 

with  light  rose  and  gold  peripheral  toning . 735 

1831  B-5.  AU-55  (NGC) . 685 

1834  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 529 

1834  B-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  with 

highlights  of  blue  and  rose . 1,395 

1834  B-5.  Rarity-6.  VF-35 .  525 

1836  B-2.  Rarity-3+.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 695 

1838  B-l.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lovely  orange-gold  and  pew¬ 
ter  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  A  tiny  drift 
mark  is  seen  near  the  fourth  obverse  star.  Coined 
during  the  final  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  design 
type,  which  by  this  time  was  anachronistic  in  the 


silver  series  (save  for  the  half  dollar) . 1,045 

1838  B-l.  AU-50  Very  attractive,  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 595 

1838  B-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 595 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1838  No  Drapery.  AU-53  (NGC) . 665 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-62  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  shades 

of  rose  and  amber.  Lots  of  eye  appeal . 1,695 


1840-0  With  Drapery.  MS-60.  Very  lustrous  Brilliant 
with  light  golden  toning.  A  few  notches  qualitv- 
wise  above  the  usually  seen  example  of  this  issue 
A  very  appealing  design,  as  the  motifs  and  inscrip¬ 
tions  are  surrounded  by  generous  areas  of  blank 
field,  imparting  a  cameo  like  appearance. ...  1,260 

1844-0  EF-45  (ANACS) . 195 

1852  AU-58  (ANACS).  Rich  golden  highlights  on  lus¬ 

trous  silver  gray  surfaces.  A  scarcer  date  than  its 
mintage  implies,  particularly  in  the  higher  circu¬ 
lated  grades . 475 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-45 . 185 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Nicelv  toned  in  shades 

of  gold . 1,395 

1854  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  iri¬ 
descence . 895 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1857-0  AU-58.  Brilliant.  Fairly  rare  at  this  grade 
level . 565 

Rare  Mint  State  1858-0  25c 


1858-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  gray  centers  with  deep 
rainbow  peripheral  toning.  Although  the  1858-0 
is  plentiful  in  worn  grades,  in  Mint  State  it  is  a 


rarity . 2,950 

1858- 0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nice  golden  surfaces . 495 

1859- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Much  lustre  remaining.  Pleas¬ 
ing  golden  surfaces . 795 


American  Numismatics 

Before  the  Civil  War 
1760-1860 


Entpkmzmx  the  story  of  Augustus  B.  Sage 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  booh... 


Foreword  by  Dr.  Joel J.  Omsx 


American  Numismatics 
Before  the  Civil  War 
1760-1860 

emphasizing  the  story  of 
Augustus  B.  Sage 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

(foreword  by  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz) 

This  fabulous  book,  emphasizing 
the  story  of  Augustus  B.  Sage,  early  coin 
dealer  and  founding  member  of  the  ANS 
will  give  you  an  “I  am  there”  feeling  for 
the  early  days  of  American  numismat¬ 
ics.  432  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-405. 
List  price  $89.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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Coin  Quiz 

Interesting  Things  about  Collecting 


lAIe  give  clues  concerning  10  different 
American  numismatic  collecting  specialities 
and  related  items.  How  many  can  you  identify ? 
Get  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well. 
Get  sei>en  or  eight  right,  and  you  are  in  the  ex¬ 
pert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct, 
and  you  should  travel  the  circuit  and  give  talks 
to  coin  clubs! 

1.  A  complete  set  of  dates  and 
mintmarks  of  this  series  in,  say,  MS-63 
grade,  can  be  completed  for  only  a  few 
hundred  dollars  and  will  cover  a  span  of 
about  60  years. 

a.  Indian  Head  quarter  eagles. 

b.  Jefferson  nickels. 

c.  Liberty'  Seated  half  dimes. 

d.  Lincoln  cents. 

2.  A  complete  set  of  this  series,  writh 
24  different  date  and  mintmark  varieties, 
in,  say,  MS-63,  can  be  completed  for  less 
than  several  hundred  dollars  per  coin,  with 
some  costing  much,  much  less.  There  is 
one  exception,  the  1934-S. 

a.  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  short  set 

from  1933  to  1947. 

b.  Morgan  silver  dollars. 

c.  Peace  silver  dollars. 

d.  Franklin  half  dollars. 

3.  This  series  of  coins  was  neglected 
for  a  long  time,  but  then  John  M.  Willem 
came  to  the  fore  and  wrote  a  dandy  book 
about  it.  Later,  your  editor  (QDB)  included 
a  large  section  on  this  series  in  a  two-vol- 
ume  "encyclopedia"  set.  Aficionados  of  the 
series  consider  the  1878-CC  to  be  among 
the  key  issues. 

a.  Morgan  silver  dollars. 

b.  Trade  dollars. 

c.  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollars. 

d.  Liberty  Seated  dimes. 

4.  This  series  of  coins  has  been 


popular  for  a  long  time,  due  in  part  to  the 
efforts  of  such  authors  as  Messrs.  Miller, 
Van  Allen,  Highfill,  Oxman,  Mallis,  Fey, 
Fox,  and  a  host  of  others.  Your  editor 
(QDB)  included  a  large  section  on  this  se¬ 
ries  in  a  two-volume  "encyclopedia"  set. 
Aficionados  of  the  series  consider  the  1878- 
CC  to  be  among  the  less  expensive  issues, 
not  a  key  issue,  but  certainly  interesting. 

a.  Morgan  silver  dollars. 

b.  Trade  dollars. 

c.  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollars. 

d.  Liberty  Seated  dimes. 

5.  If  you  enjoy  this  1793-1857  cent  se¬ 
ries  and  you've  been  keeping  up  on  your 
reading,  then  you'll  know  that  all  but  one  of 
the  following  nicknames  refers  to  an  inter¬ 
esting  variety.  Which  one  does  not  belong 
in  the  list? 

a.  "Mouse"  variety. 

b.  "Comet"  variety. 

c.  "Drunken  Diecutter  Reverse"  variety. 

d.  "Hermit"  variety. 

6.  Concerning  the  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  mints,  which  one  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  not  true? 

a.  For  several  years  one  of  these  mints  pri¬ 
marily  struck  coins  from  gold  brought 
from  California. 

b.  The  building  of  one  was  moved  and 
now  serves  as  an  art  museum. 

c.  Both  were  controlled  by  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  in  1861. 

d.  Both  mints  produced  gold  dollars  in  1854. 

7.  The  nicknames  and  designations 
"Muttonhead,"  "Hercules  Head,"  "Laugh¬ 
ing  Head,"  and  "ETLIR"  are  from  which  of 
the  following  series? 

a.  Massachusetts  copper  coins  1787-1788. 

b.  Connecticut  copper  coins  1785-1788. 

c.  Early  American  medals  as  catalogued  by 
C.  Wyllys  Betts. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


kens  circa  1832-1834. 

8.  Of  the  following  engravers  whose 
work  was  used  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
one  context  or  another,  which  one  has  been 
very  lightly  treated  in  numismatic  litera¬ 
ture?  Relatively  little  is  known  about  him 
today  (we  could  write  a  one-page  article 
about  him,  but  that  would  be  about  it). 

a.  Joseph  Alexis  Baillv. 

b.  James  B.  Longacre. 

c.  Frank  Gasparro. 

d.  Christian  Gobrecht. 

9.  Such  varieties  as  "L  on  ribbon," 
"Doubled  LIBERIA',"  and  "Closed  3"  are 
well  known  to  specialists  in  this  series: 

a.  Indian  Head  cents  1859-1864. 

b.  Lincoln  cents  1909  to  date. 

c.  Buffalo  nickels. 

d.  Civil  War  tokens  of  Cincinnati. 

10.  All  but  one  of  the  following 
statements  is  true  concerning  the  1900 
Lafayette  commemorative  silver  dollar. 
Pick  the  anomaly: 

a.  In  contrast  to  standard  practice  at  the 
time,  the  working  dies  were  made  by 
hand-punching  the  lettering. 

b.  No  specimens  were  struck  in  1900;  all 
were  made  in  1899. 

c.  All  specimens  were  struck  in  1900,  ex¬ 
cept  for  a  few  test  pieces  made  in  1899. 

d.  The  statue  depicted  on  the  reverse  was 
erected  in  Paris,  France. 

•>0l  'b-6  '(jBjiop  apei;  maned 
£^gj;  ut?  uo  paieadde  uSisap  siq)  e-8  'q*Z 

'p-9  'p-s  'e-t  'q-e  '>z  'q-i  ^shhmsnv 
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1863  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
iridescence.  Scarce  date . 950 

Pleasing  1864  Quarter 


1864  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  nice  amber,  blue,  and  gold 
toning.  Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof.  A  coin 
the  specialist  will  appreciate . 2,895 

1864- S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Very  scarce  in  all  grades.  This 

attractive  VF-35  represents  a  find  for  the  special¬ 
ist  who  does  not  want  to  spend  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  for  a  significantly  higher  grade  specimen. 
Extensive  remarks  concerning  the  distribution  of 
San  Francisco  silver  and  gold  coins  of  this  era  will 
be  included  in  Dave  Bowers'  forthcoming  book. 
The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  Jonathan, "  a  special 
pre-publication  offer  for  which  appears  in  this 

Rare  Coin  Review . 1,495 

1865- S  VF-20.  Nice  surfaces . 299 

1867  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  A  key  date  in 

any  grade.  Coins  af  the  AU  level  are  few  and  very 

far  between . 695 

1869  AU-53  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 975 

Choice  1873  With  Arrows  Quarter 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful  champagne 
surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  offered  here  for  the 

first  time . 2,690 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  desirable  for  inclusion  in  a  type  set. ...  1,095 
1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 
light  golden  peripheral  toning . 950 

1873  Arrows.  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1874  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

suitable  example  of  this  popular  two-year-only 
design  type . 995 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning  on  satiny 

lustrous  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  grade . 569 

1875-CC  MS-62.  Gorgeous  amber  surfaces . 1,795 

1875-CC  EF-40.  Quite  scarce  in  this  level,  a  find  for  the 

Liberty  Seated  specialist . 495 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Struck  from 
Comstock  Lode  silver  in  an  era  in  which  overall 
metal  market  prices  were  declining,  prompting 
western  politicians  to  do  something  (which  hap¬ 
pened  with  the  Bland-Allison  Act  on  February  28, 
1878) .  1/150 


1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 1,150 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  "white"  surfaces  show 
strong  lustre  and  plenty  of  eye  appeal . 525 

1877- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 525 

1878- CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce,  and  al¬ 
ways  popular . 525 

1879  AU-55  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue . 549 

1881  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  gold 
peripheral  toning.  Very  low  business  strike  mint¬ 
age . 625 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splendid  speci¬ 

men  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Not  often  do  we 
have  a  business  strike  to  offer  for  sale -they  are 
much  rarer  than  Proofs . 1,095 

1885  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  business 

strike  form.  A  major  opportunity  for  the  special¬ 
ist . 850 

1891  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1891  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Last  year  of  the  Liberty 

Seated  series . 495 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 336 

1891-0  F-12  (PCGS).  A  rare  and  underappreciated 
date  in  any  grade,  a  true  sleeper  even  at  just  F-12! 
The  only  New  Orleans  Mint  Liberty  Seated  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on 
the  reverse . 329 

Barber  Quarters 

Our  offering  of  Barber  quarters  in  this  issue  of  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  includes  a  nice  selection  of  date  and 
mintmark  varieties,  carefully  purchased,  and  guaran¬ 


teed  to  please. 

1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 


1892-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces 
Nicely  struck,  and  having  all  the  appeal  of  a 
higher  grade  for  a  fraction  of  the  cost  —  this  spells 


V-A-L-U-E  to  us! . 465 

1892-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1892-0  MS-60 .  295 

1892-0  EF-40 . 105 

1892-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 365 

1892- S  AU-50 .  285 

1893- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1893-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 365 

1893-S  AU-58  (ANACS) . 365 

1893- S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 295 

1894  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1894- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1894-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1894- S  AU-50  (NGC) . 189 

1895  VF-35 . 56 

1895  VF-25 . 45 

1895- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 425 

1896  AU-55.  Brilliant . 175 

1896- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues  in 

the  Barber  series . 1,195 

1896-0  VF-30.  Lightly  toned . 275 

1896-0  VF-20 .  245 


1896- S  VF-25  (PCGS).  Nice  eye  appeal  with  brownish 
gray  surfaces  highlighted  by  blue  iridescence.  A 
key  issue  in  the  series,  one  of  the  "big  three"  Bar¬ 
ber  quarters  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint. .  1,295 

1897- 0  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces  with  deeper 

gold  at  the  rims.  Strong  lustre  present.  Strictly 
original  high-grade  Barber  quarters  (dimes  and 
half  dollars  as  well)  are  in  demand  in  today's  nu¬ 
mismatic  marketplace,  where  quality  is  of  para¬ 
mount  importance . 629 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  book... 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA 

/AT3 


U.S.  AND  COLONIAL 

COINS 


With  oxer  4,000  illustrations 
The  definitive  numismatic  reference  Imok 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encgclopedia 
of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

Here  is  an  absolute  “must”  for  ev¬ 
ery  numismatic  library.  It  describes  each 
and  every  American  issue  from  the  ear¬ 
liest  days  onward.  Rarity,  mintage  fig¬ 
ures,  die  characteristics,  unusual  variet¬ 
ies,  and  other  data  are  at  your  fingertips. 
This  is  virtually  a  numismatic  library  all 
in  one  book.  754  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764. 
List  price  $125.00. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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1898-0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Golden  toning.  Scarce  in 
Mint  State,  just  how  scarce  is  not  known,  but 
probably  no  more  than  a  few  hundred  exist  in  all 

of  numismatics . 895 

1898-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1898- 0  VF-25 . 155 

1899- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 595 

1899- 0  AU-55.  Light  golden  peripheral  timing. .  295 
1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  lustre  on 

both  sides.  A  lovely  near-gem  specimen . 629 

1900  MS-60.  Brilliant . 185 

1900- 0  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 325 

1900-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  choice  for 

the  grade.  Pale  golden  halos  enhance  the  periph¬ 
eries . 1,475 

1900-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 149 

1900-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 125 

1901  AU-53 . 135 

1901  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1901  VF-25 .  15 

1902  AU-53.  Brilliant . 135 

1902  EF-45 . 79 


1902-S  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice  565 


1902-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 280 

1902-S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant . 135 

1902-S  VF-20 . 65 

1903  AU-58.  Brilliant .  15^ 

1903  AU-50 . 125 

1905  EF-45 .  85 

1905  VF-20 . 35 

1905- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 285 

1906  MS-61.  Brilliant . 185 

1906- D  MS-60.  Brilliant.  First  year  of  operation  of  the 

Denver  Mint . 225 


1906-D  EF-40 . 89 

1906- D  VF-20 . 45 

1907  Proof-60.  Very  low  Proof  mintage  this  year.  350 

1907- D  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  brilliant . 215 

1907-D  AU-50 . 185 


1907-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 
golden  toning.  A  rarity  at  this  grade  level.  Not 


often  is  a  piece  of  this  quality  offered  for  sale.  For 


the  connoisseur  this  is  a  find . 1,195 

1907- S  AU-53.  Brilliant . 269 

1908- 0  AU-53  (ANACS).  Very  attractive . 135 

1908- 0  VF-30 . 41 

1909  MS-60 . 155 

1909- D  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 219 

1909-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 175 

1909-D  AU-55 . 165 

1909- D  AU-53 . 159 

1910  MS-63.  Lightly  toned.  The  reverse,  if  graded 

separately,  could  be  listed  as  MS-65 .  335 

1910- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  1,450 

1910- D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 255 

1911- D  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece . 210 

1912  MS-64  Brilliant  An  ideal  coin  for  a  type  set  495 

1913  EF-45  (NGC).  Low-mintage  date.  Lightly 

toned . . . 465 

1913- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 165 

1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 595 

M  I  D  AU-50 .  119 

1914- D  EF-40.  Brilliant . 65 

1914- S  VF-20 .  245 

1915  MS-62.  Brilliant . 210 

1915  EF-45 . 75 

1915- D  EF-45 . 59 

1915-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 215 

1915-S  AU-53 .  209 

1915- S  VF-20 . 45 

191 6- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. .  1,495 


191 6-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 295 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  design,  produced  from  1916  to 
1930,  are  at  once  interesting  and  beautiful.  In  this  is¬ 
sue  we  offer  a  nice  selection  emphasizing  Mint  State 
pieces  and  rarities.  What  a  nice  start  we  provide  with 
not  one  but  tuv  examples  of  the  famous,  classic  1916! 
Soon  thereafter  is  listed  not  one,  but  again  two  speci- 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  book... 


Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 

Third  Edition 


* 

J.H  Clint 


Standing  Libcrtg 
Quarters 

by  J.H.  Cline 

Third  Edition.  A  comprehensive 
guide  to  this  popular  series  by  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  expert  (whose  reference 
collection,  by  the  way,  we  had  the  honor 
of  showcasing  at  auction  a  few  years 
ago).  175  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700.  List 
price  $24.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 


mens  of  an  even  scarcer  coin,  the  1918/7-S.  Beyond 
that  there  are  bound  to  be  other  quarter  dollars  of 
interest,  whether  the  series  is  new  to  you  or  you  have 
been  a  specialist  for  a  long  time. 


Tom  Swifties 

It  must  have  been  around  1963  or 
1964  when  the  Professional  Numisma¬ 
tists  Guild  had  its  own  Teletype  net¬ 
work.  One  day  things  were  slow,  and  a 
bunch  of  us  amused  ourselves  by  mak¬ 
ing  up  and  sending  "Tom  Swifties," 
based  upon  the  phrase  style  of  the  old 
Tom  Swift  adventure  stories. 

Arthur  Conn,  a  Massachusetts 
dealer  who  had  moved  to  Florida,  was 
on  the  Teletype  line,  and  your  editor 
(QDB)  sent  this  to  him: 

"I'm  coming  downstairs  right 
away,"  said  Arthur  condescendingly. 

Anyway,  the  following  (all  non-nu- 
mismatic,  which  is  probably  a  good 
thing)  Tom  Swifties  arrived  in  our  e- 
mail  the  other  day  from  Kathy  Fuller: 

•  'I  can't  believe  1  ate  that  whole 
pineapple!"  Tom  said,  dolefully. 

•  "I  won't  let  a  flat  tire  get  me 
down,"  Tom  said,  without  despair. 

•  'That's  the  third  time  my  teacher 
changed  my  grade,"  Tom  remarked. 

•  'I  ll  have  to  send  that  telegram 
again,"  Tom  said,  remorsefully. 

•  "I'll  never  sleep  on  the  railroad 
tracks  again!"  Tom  said,  beside  himself. 

•  "I've  lived  through  a  lot  of  wind¬ 
storms,"  Tom  regaled. 

•  "That  car  you  sold  me  has  defec¬ 
tive  steering!"  Tom  said,  straightfor¬ 
wardly. 

•  "That's  the  last  time  I'll  ever  pet  a 
lion,"  Tom  said,  offhandedly. 

•  "I  haven't  caught  a  fish  all  day! 
Tom  said,  without  debate. 

•  "I  remember  the  Midwest  being 
flatter  than  this,"  Tom  explained. 

•  "That's  the  third  electric  shock 
I've  gotten  this  week!"  Tom  said,  re¬ 
volted. 

•  "I'm  never  anywhere  on  time," 
Tom  related. 

•  "That  mink  coat  is  on  wrong  side 
out,"  Tom  inferred. 
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Uncirculated  1916  25<t  Rarity 


1916  MS-62  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Only 
52,000  were  minted,  and  most  of  these  went  into 
general  circulation.  A  key  issue  in  the  series,  one 
of  the  most  famous  20th-century  American  rari¬ 
ties . 7,950 


Brilliant  AU  1916  Quarter 


1916  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  An¬ 
other  example  of  this  endlessly  popular  rarity. 


We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased! . 4,795 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  F*H  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharp,  and 

lustrous . 495 

1917  Type  I.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  II.  VF-20 . 73 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 245 


Brilliant  AU  1918/7-S  25C  Rarity 


1918/7-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces 
with  light  toning  around  the  rims.  Overdate 
boldly  defined.  A  magnificent  specimen  of  this 
famous  and  very  elusive  variety.  If  you've  been 
seeking  a  high-grade  specimen  of  this  classic  is¬ 
sue,  your  sedrch  ends  here . 9,850 


Desirable  1918/7-S  Overdate  25<t 


1918/7-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
splendid  coin.  A  key  to  the  series . 9,550 


191 8-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre.  A  beautiful  gem  with  strong  eye  appeal.  1,595 

1918-D  MS-64.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  Not 
easy  to  find  in  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 

high  quality . 725 

1918-D  MS-62  FH  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  925 
1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1918- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 329 

1919  MS-60  FH  (ANACS).  Light  golden  toning. .  219 

1919- D  MS-63.  Light  golden  toning.  An  especially 

nice  piece . 1,295 

1919-S  EF-45.  Light  golden  toning . 465 

1919-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  attractive . 465 


Gem  Mint  State  1920-D  Quarter 


1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  with  deeper  gold  at  the  rims.  Not  easy  to 


find  in  this  high  grade . 2,350 

1920-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 835 

1920-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 859 

1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  lowest  mintage  is¬ 
sue  among  Philadelphia  Mint  quarter  dollars  of 

this  design . 1,295 

1921  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  rose  toning . 875 

1921  AU-50.  Light  golden  toning . 375 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning . 650 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 650 


1923- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden 

toning  at  the  rims.  An  elusive  low  mintage  date  that 
commands  attention  in  gem  Mint  State . 2,350 

1924  VF-20 . 28 

1924- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Dazzling  fully  brilliant  sur¬ 

faces  show  strong  lustre  and  great  eye  appeal. 
Nearly  full  details  at  Liberty's  head  as  well,  a  little 
bonus  for  the  buyer . 269 

1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  deep 
golden  peripheral  toning.  Highly  lustrous.  An 
especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date  among 
later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize  item  for 
the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 1,095 

Add  our  great  books 
to  your  library! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


Lustrous  1927-S  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


1927- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 3,750 

1928- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1930  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1930  EF-40 . 29 

1930  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 255 

1930-S  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Nicely  toned . 775 

1930-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. . 565 


Washington  Quarters 

Washington  quarters  have  always  played  to  a 
wide  audience,  but  no  doubt  the  illustrious  series  of 
state-reverse  coins,  making  its  debut  in  1999  with 
the  Delaware  version  (a  hard  act  to  follow,  as  it  is  so 
nice),  will  add  interest  to  the  series.  By  comparison 
we  expect  that  just  about  all  the  early  dates  and 
mintmarks  will  be  quite  rare  and  difficult  to  find. 
Right  now  we  have  a  very  large  stock  of  them  — help 
yourself! 

New  Hampshire's  quarter  will  be  released  in  the 
year  2000.  Personally,  we  would  have  opted  for  a 
view  of  the  famous  Concord  Coach,  made  in  our  capi¬ 
tal  city  and  used  throughout  the  United  States 
(including  by  Wells,  Fargo),  but  we  understand  that 
this  motif  is  not  in  the  running.  Whatever  the  final 
result  is,  we're  sure  we  will  appreciate  it. 


1932  AU-55.  Brilliant . 17 

1932  AU-50.  Brilliant . 13 


Gem  Uncirculated  1932-S  Washington  25<t 


1932-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  on  both  sides.  One  of  two  important  low- 
mintage  key  dates  from  the  first  year  of  the  series 
(the  famous  1932-D  being  the  other).  Add  this 
lovely  low-mintage  gem  to  your  Washington 
quarter  collection  today.  We  know  you  will  be 


delighted  with  the  quality . 3,295 

1934-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 379 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 379 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  toning.  259 

1934- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 225 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 335 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 245 
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A - 

1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  light  golden  toning.  Lowest  mintage  issue 
among  Proof  Washington  quarters.  Always  in 
demand . 875 

Only  3,837  Prixifs  were  struck  in  1936,  not  only  creating 
the  lowest  production  figure  for  any  Proof  Washington  quar¬ 
ter,  hut  also  for  any  regular  Proof  coin  from  that  time  to  the 
present!  In  1936,  Proofs  of  various  denominations  could  be 
ordered  singly  as  well  as  in  sets,  thus  accounting  for  differ¬ 
ences  in  mintage  quantities  among  the  various  denomina¬ 


tions. 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1939-D/D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  ..  295 
1939-D/D  EF-40  (AN ACS) . 95 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1940  MS-66  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant . 79 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49 

1941  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1941 - S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 73 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  149 

1942- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1942- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1943- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 63 

1947-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1948  MS-63.  Brilliant . 8 

1950-D/S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1950-D/S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 239 

1958- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 32 

1959  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1959- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1960  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1962  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 

1964  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 


Half  Dollars 


The  series  of  early  half  dollars,  particularly  those 
dated  from  1794  through  the  1830s,  are  very  popu¬ 
lar- and  have  been  for  a  long  time.  In  this  issue  we 
offer  many  interesting  coins,  all  graded  carefully  and 
all  priced  to  be  good  values  for  you. 


Harvest  Time? 


You  have  been  collecting  for 
many  years,  possibly  for  many 
decades.  Then  comes 
the  time  to  sell. 
When  it  is  "har¬ 
vest  time"  for 
you,  think  of  Auc¬ 
tions  by  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc.  Tele¬ 
phone  John  Pack, 
manager  of  our 
auction  department,  and  he  will  do  the 
rest!  Call  our  toll-free  number:  (800)  458- 
4646.  In  New  Hampshire  call  569-5095. 


Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 


1795  0-125.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  coin  with 
light  golden  gray  high  points  set  against  a  slightly 
deeper  gray  background.  Choice  for  the  grade, 
and  devoid  of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks;  in 
short,  a  pleasing  coin! . 2,150 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 


1803  0-101.  Large  3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  origi¬ 
nal  surfaces . 2350 

The  Draped  Bust  obverse.  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  was 
used  in  the  half  dollar  series  from  1801  to  1807  inclusive. 

1803  0-101.  Urge  3.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 425 

1806  0-105.  Large  Stars,  Knob  on  6.  EF-45  (NGC).  At¬ 
tractive  gray-brown  with  iridescent  toning. ...  895 


1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem.  AU-50  (NGC). 
Nicely  toned  in  shades  of  amber,  blue,  and  rose. 
A  popular  Guide  B<x4  variety  that  is  difficult  for  us 
to  locate  with  any  regularity,  and  just  as  difficult 

to  keep  in  stock . 2,050 

1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem.  VF-35  (NGC). .  515 


Maximize  Your  Enjoyment! 

Buy  a  book  or  two  or  three  for  your 
library.  We  encourage  you  to  do  this, 
and  to  help  you  along  we  offer  you 
special  discounts.  See  our  book  section 
beginning  on  page  89. 


1806  O-llla.  6/inverted  6.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Late  die 
state . 1,395 


1807  0-102.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  goldengray  sur¬ 
faces  with  deep  blue  and  gold  peripheral  irides¬ 
cence.  An  attractive  representative  of  the  grade 
and  the  design  type  (which  saw  its  demise  in  1807 
as  the  new  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  design  type 

made  its  debut) . 2,050 

1807  0-105.  VG-10  (ANACS) . 189 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1812O-104a.  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces . 365 

1813  0-106.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Just  a  hair's  breadth 
from  full  Mint  State.  Very  attractive  in  every  re¬ 
gard . . 875 


1815/2  0-101.  VF-30  iPCGS).  Light  gray  toning  with 
hints  of  rose  iridescence.  A  lovely  specimen,  for 
the  grade,  of  the  lowest  mintage  Capped  Bust  half 
dollar  of  the  era.  A  rarity  that  is  always  desirable, 
always  important,  and  always  difficult  to  keep  in 

stock! . 2350 

1817  0-110.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  in  muted 
iridescent  golden  gray  and  silver.  A  pleasing  coin 
for  the  grade,  with  strong  lustre  and  good  over¬ 
all  eve  appeal . 1,995 

1817  0-113.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Light  amber  toning.  595 
1819/8  0-101.  Small  Overdate.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light 
gray  toning  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Popular  and  distinctive  variety . 1,450 

1821  O-lOla.  AU-55 .  465 

1813  0-104.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 375 

1825  MS-61  PL.  Light  golden  toning . 635 

1826  O-l  16a.  VF-25 . 49 

1827  0-104.  AU-53 . 219 

18270-130.  Raritv-4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Warmly  toned  in 

pale  gold.  A  lustrous  coin  with  extraordinary  eye 
appeal.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! . 395 

1828  0-104.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  sur¬ 

faces.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas.  An  appealing  coin 
for  the  grade . 895 

1829  0-112.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 1,295 
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1829  0-113a.  Rarity-2.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver 

centers  give  way  to  peripheral  halos  of  deep  gold 
and  iridescent  blue.  You'll  love  this  one . 295 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 .  795 

1831  0-103.  AU-50 .  235 

1832  O-101a.  Large  Letters.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  at¬ 
tractive . 210 

1832  0-121a.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
very  nice  specimen  that  is  sure  to  please  the  most 

discriminating  buyer . 895 

1834  0-111.  EF-40.  A  nice  original  piece . 95 

1836  Lettered  Edge.  50/00C.  0-116.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  more  curious  die  blun¬ 
ders  of  the  era . 895 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in¬ 
cludes  many  interesting  pieces  within  this  popular 
series.  Over  the  years  many  specialists  in  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  their  headquarters  for  scarce  and  rare 
pieces.  We  invite  you  to  join  them! 

1839  No  Drapery.  EF-40  (ANACS).  First  major  vari¬ 
ety  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series,  the  No  Drapery 
format  was  used  only  for  part  of  this  year. ...  795 

1840  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (NGC).  Deeply  toned.  319 


Important  1842  Half  Dollar  Variety 
Small  Date,  Small  Letters 


1842  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Me¬ 
dium  silver-gray  with  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  A  re¬ 
cently  discovered  (and  exceedingly  rare;  probably 
unique  at  the  time  of  this  writing)  variety  that 
shares  a  Small  Date  obverse  of  1842  with  a  Small 
Letter  reverse  of  pre-1842  vintage.  Incredibly 
enough,  the  reverse  that  appears  here  is  currently 
unknown  in  combination  with  any  other  obverse 
die,  which  adds  immensely  to  the  importance  of 
this  coin.  We  suspect  we  may  receive  many  in¬ 
quiries  regarding  this  currently  unique  half  dol¬ 
lar.  We  just  as  heartily  suspect  the  coin  will  find 
a  new  home  in  the  collection  of  an  appreciative 
Liberty  Seated  coinage  specialist .  49,500 

The  discovery  of  this  important  transitional  piece  was 
announced  in  the  April  6, 1998  issue  of  Coin  World,  as  well  as 
in  the  July  1998  issue  of  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  the  house  organ 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club. 

1842  Wiley-Bugert-106.  Medium  Date,  Recut  18.  EF- 


45 . 149 

1842  Medium  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

1842  Medium  Date.  EF-40 . 109 

1844-0  AU-50 . 219 

1846  Tall  Date.  EF-40 . 99 


1846-0  Tall  Date.  F-12.  Much  scarcer  than  its  Medium 


Date  counterpart . 350 

1848-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 310 

1850  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  toning  around  the  sur¬ 


faces . 2,300 

1851-0  AU-50.  A  nice  combination  of  high  grade  and 

low  price . 335 

1851-0  EF-40  (PCGS) . 195 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-61  (NGC).  Very  attractive 

with  light  champagne  surfaces . 1,650 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50 .  266 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Experience  teaches 

us  that  the  mintmarked  issues  of  the  1853-1855 
Arrows  coinage  (in  all  denominations)  is  consid¬ 
erably  scarcer  than  the  sometimes  sizable  mintage 
figures  of  those  dates  indicate.  Just  a  thought  for 


the  attentive  collector  to  ponder! . 1,750 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-58.  Heavy  (and  quite  interest¬ 
ing!)  obverse  cracks . 375 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-50 .  285 

1854-0  Arrows.  EF-40 . 109 

1854- 0  VF-30 . 65 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1855-0  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 

beautiful  amber  peripheral  toning . 395 

1855-S  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS) . 895 


1855- S  VG-10.  First  half  dollar  issue  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint,  and  a  well-known  rarity . 835 

Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business 
in  1854,  quarters  and  half  dollars  were  not  struck  until  1855, 
with  the  dime  following  in  1856  and  the  silver  dollar  in  1859. 

1856- 0  WB-104.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Recut  6.  Light  golden 


surfaces . 295 

1857  WB-103.  Errant  Date.  EF-40 . 99 

1858  AU-58.  A  nice  original  piece . 255 

1858  AU-55 .  235 

1858  AU-50 . 195 

1858  EF-40 . 89 

1858-0  AU-50 . 185 

1858-0  EF-40 . 89 

1859  MS-60 . 395 

1859  EF-40 . 139 

1860  MS-64  (NGC).  Amber  peripheral  toning.  A  rar¬ 
ity  so  fine! . 1,950 

1860-0  WB-105.  Recut  Mintmark.  AU-50 . 195 

1861  MS-60 . 375 

1861  AU-55 . 219 

1861  AU-50  (PCI) . 189 

1864  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1,150 

1865  AU-50 .  295 

1869  EF-40 . 99 


1871  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  coin  that 
will  be  a  special  addition  to  any  fine  cabinet.  2,350 


1872  MS-60.  Brilliant . 465 

1872-S  EF-45 . 215 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  hook... 


IARIY  HALF 
DOLLAR 
Dlf  VABIETIIS 

1  794.1  636 


Early  Half  Dollar 
Die  Varieties 

1794-1836 

by  AlC.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  se¬ 
ries,  a  “must-have”  book.  Photographs 
of  die  varieties  include  new  discovery 
pieces  enlarged  two  diameters.  710 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV- 100. 
List  price  $59.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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1873  Closed  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Well  struck  with  attrac¬ 
tive  light  toning . 1,150 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne 
surfaces . 1,350 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,150 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty  with  light  cham¬ 
pagne  peripheral  toning . 1,395 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Deeply  toned . 395 

1874  Arrows.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1874-S  Arrows.  VF-30  (PCGS) . 235 

1875  AU-50.  Light  amber  toning . 75 

1877  AU-50 . 169 

1877-S  With  Drapery.  MS-60 .  345 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS)  Light  rainbow  iridescence.  775 
1881  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  popular  low-mintage  date  (just 

10,000  business  strikes),  one  that  is  typically  seen 
in  Proof.  Prooflike  in  appearance,  as  so  often  seen 
in  the  low-mintage  coinage  of  this  era.  Attractive 
golden  toning  at  the  rims . 629 

1891  AU-53.  Brilliant  centers  with  light  rose  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 289 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  includes  several  memorable  pieces, 
among  which  are  really  choice  1896-S  and  1897-S 
rarities.  Barber  silver  coins  of  all  denominations 
seem  to  be  coming  into  their  own  once  again,  due  in 
part  to  a  revivification  of  the  Barber  Coin  Collectors 
Society. 

1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 399 

The  Barber  half  dollars  of  1892  are  rarer  in  high  grades 
than  might  be  expected.  Very  few  were  saved  as  souvenirs  of 
the  first  year  of  the  tvpe,  for  America  was  agog  about  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition  (which  opened  its  gates  a  year 


late  in  1893)  and  the  widely  publicized  commemorative  half 
dollars  issued  in  connection  therewith. 

1892  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  399 

1892-0  AU-58.  An  ever-popular  rarity  in  the  Barber 


series . 719 

1892-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 619 

1892-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1892- S  F-15 . 285 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive . 1,695 

1893  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 419 

1893- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  rainbow  toning . 750 

1893- 0  EF-40 .  275 

1894- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 229 

1895- 0  AU-50  PL.  Golden  gray  toning,  somewhat 

mottled  on  the  obverse . 345 

1895-0  EF-45  .  296 


Memorable  Near-Gem  1896-S  50<! 


1896-S  VIS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  an  out¬ 
standing  example  of  this  rare  and  highly  prized 
date  and  mintmark.  A  key  to  the  Barber  half  dol¬ 
lar  series,  this  will  be  a  wonderful  addition  to  any 
superb  collection.  Sharply  struck  in  all  areas  of  the 
design.  One  of  the  most  important  coins  in  the 
present  listing . 4,895 


1896- S  VF-20 .  235 

1897- 0  F-12 . 350 


Dazzling  1897-S  50c  Rarity 


with  dazzling  mint  lustre.  One  of  the  nicest  1897- 
S  half  dollars  we  have  ever  seen  at  any  grade 

level . 4,925 

1899  AU-50.  Brilliant . 245 

1899- 0  AU-50 .  m 

1900- S  EF-45  Eighth  toned . 219 

1901  AU-58  (NGC) . 389 

1901  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 325 

1901- S  EF-45  A  sharp  specimen  of  one  of  the  best¬ 

loved  and  most  desired  dates  within  the  Barber 
half  dollar  series,  and  a  nice  meeting  point  be¬ 
tween  high  grade  and  solid  value  as  w  ell . 645 

1903-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Deep  golden  toning.  Rare  at  all 

Mint  State  levels . . . 895 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS)  Light  golden  toning . 445 


1905  MS-64 1  \GO  Attractiv  e  light  rose'  surfaces.  One 
of  the  lower  mintage  issues  among  Philadelphia 


half  dollars  of  the  Barber  design . 2,395 

45  Brilliant . 149 

1906- D  AU-55.  First  year  of  the  Denver  Mint . 395 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1907- D  AL  -5S  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 


1907-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces.  An  especially 
beautiful  specimen,  cherrypicked  for  its  quality. 


Rare  in  any  and  all  Mint  State  grades . 2,150 

1907- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 595 

1908- D  AU-50 .  295 

1909  AU-58.  Brilliant . 395 

1909- S  EF-45 .  225 


Tokens  from  the 

Empire  Coin  Company 


Circa  1960,  our 
predeccessor  firm,  Empire 
Coin  Company,  Inc,  commis¬ 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well- 
known  Rochester,  NY, 
diesinker,  to  create  these  to¬ 
kens  for  us.  The  approximate 
size  of  a  United  States  large 
cent  of  the  1793-1857  years 
and  struck  in  copper,  each  to¬ 
ken  depicts  on  the  obverse 
the  famous  IMMUNIS  CO¬ 
LUMBIA  motif  taken  from 
the  1786-1787  copper  coin¬ 


age,  “Columbia”  Ix-ing  a  repre¬ 
sentation  of  America.  The  re¬ 
verse  depicts  an  eagle  perched 
on  a  palm  branch  and  is  de¬ 
rived  from  the  design  used  on 
the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold 
coin.  Examples  have 
“antiqued”  finish  as  made. 

$9.95  each 
or  25  for 
$149.00! 
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1911  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 371 

1912-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1912-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 345 

1912-D  AU-50 . 315 

1913  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 


1913- D  MS-62  (ANACS).  Attractive  gold  surfaces.  525 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  1,050 

1915- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  very 
frosty  surfaces.  Conservative  at  the  MS-62  grade; 
it  could  easily  be  called  MS-63  (as  you  will  no 


doubt  agree  when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox  and 
you  have  a  chance  to  inspect  it) . 595 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Revieu'  we  present  a 
very  nice  selection  of  Liberty  Walking  halves,  one  of 
America's  favorite  numismatic  series,  and  certainly 
one  of  the  most  beautiful. 

For  a  long  time  we  have  specialized  in  buying 
and  selling  high  quality  half  dollars  of  the  1916 


through  1947  era.  As  is  the  case  with  Buffalo  nickels, 
these  are  among  the  most  difficult  20th-centurv 
American  coins  to  locate  in  a  combination  of  high 
technical  grade  plus  good  rye  appeal.  In  fact,  the  "eye 
appeal"  part  is  the  catch.  As  you  may  know,  certified 
holders  give  only  the  numerical  grade,  but  no  clue  as 
to  the  eye  appeal.  Thus,  we  have  to  do  a  lot  of  search¬ 
ing  to  find  coins  that,  first,  have  a  satisfactory 
numerical  grade,  and,  second  and  equally  important, 
nice  eye  appeal.  Moreover,  the  price  has  to  be  right, 


Mint  Tries  to  Curb  Speculators 

a.k.a.  "Do  as  I  say,  not  as  I  do. 


Some  time  ago  we  made  a  comment 
in  one  of  our  catalogues  that  the  Mint  in 
the  1880s  struck  token  amounts  of  silver 
coins  in  order  to  discourage  speculators. 
We  could  not  resist  adding  that  officers  of 
the  Mint  did  more  speculation  than  any¬ 
one  else  in  the  1870s  and  early  1880s  and 
created  many  rare  patterns,  mulings,  etc., 
for  private  profit.  We  had  an  inquiry  or  two 
as  to  our  source  of  the  information. 

Dealer  S.K.  Harzfeld  printed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  under  Lot  1081a  of  his  sale  of  Janu¬ 
ary  24-25, 1881.  At  the  time,  many  collec¬ 
tors  and  dealers  were  complaining  of  fa¬ 
vorable  treatment  given  to  insiders  with 
connections  to  the  Mint.  It  seems  that  in¬ 
siders  such  as  James  Pollock,  Henry  R. 
Linderman  (in  particular),  Archibald 
Loudon  Snowden,  and  others  could  ac¬ 
quire  rare  pieces,  while  collectors  and  deal¬ 
ers  were  stonewalled  when  they  requested 
the  same. 

Here  is  Harzfeld's  commentary: 

Lot  1081a:  1880  Half  Dollar,  Quar¬ 
ter,  Dime.  Uncirc.,  bright.  3  pieces.  The  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  Colonel  A.L. 
Snowden,  has  authorized  me  to  state,  that 
he  will  furnish  on  application,  to  every  bona 
fide  collector,  two  sets  of  these  Uncirculated 
coins,  at  face  value.  As  was  done  in  1879, 
speculators  (not  legitimate  coin  dealers) 
tried  to  secure  these  coins  and  to  sell  them 
at  fancy  prices,  claiming  that  only  100  sets 
were  struck.  Colonel  Snowden,  however, 
stopped  at  once  the  sale  to  these  specula- 


Plus:  Editor's  New  Awareness 


tors,  and  had  a  sufficient  number  struck  ($1,000 
worth  of  each  denomination)  to  supply  all  bona 
fide  collectors. 

It  is  particularly  just  on  my  part  to  state 
that  Superintendent  Snowden  shows  an  earnest 
effort  to  suppress  the  abuses  and  acts  of  favor¬ 
itism  I  complained  of,  and  to  assist  the  legiti¬ 
mate  efforts  of  legitimate  coin  dealers.  I  regret 
that  I  cannot  say  the  same  of  the  director  of  the 
Mint.  Notwithstanding  all  remonstrances,  and 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  Numismatic  and 
Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia,  the  name 
of  whose  president  — the  venerable  Eli  K. 
Price— should  alone  be  sufficient  to  secure  re¬ 
spectful  consideration  on  the  part  of  a  "public 
servant,"  at  the  hour  of  writing,  the  Director 
has  ordered  the  150  Goloid  Metric  Sets,  still  at 
the  Mint,  to  be  forwarded  to  Washington,  "sub¬ 
ject  to  the  order  of  the  Coinage  Committee." 

In  other  words,  we  may  again  have  to 
apply  for  those  sets  to  some  speculator,  or  some 
political  bummer,  or  to  people  who  are  neither 
"the  wives,  the  sisters,  the  cousins,  or  the  aunts" 
of  congressmen.  There  certainly  seems  to  be 
room  here  for  the  operation  of  the  advocates  of 
"Civil  Service  Reform." 


Notwithstanding  what  was  told  to 
Harzfeld  by  Archibald  Loudon  Snowden, 
the  superintendent  continued  merrily 
along  with  the  striking  of  rarities,  etc. 
Harzfeld  was  hoodwinked. 

In  recent  decades  your  editor  (QDB) 
has  become  excited  each  time  a  low-mint¬ 
age  Mint  State  dime  of  1879-1881  (after 
which  the  mintages  were  large),  low-mint¬ 
age  quarter  of  selected  dates  1879-1891, 
and  any  date  half  dollar  1879-1891  (all  of 
which  except  the  last,  are  quite  low  mint¬ 
age)  has  come  to  hand.  It  was  our  belief 
that  such  pieces  were  quite  rare  in  numis¬ 
matic  circles. 

However,  the  publication  of  popula¬ 
tion  reports  by  PCGS  and  NGC  reveals 
that,  indeed,  there  are  quite  a  few  Mint 
State  pieces  around  —  not  enough  to  make 
them  plentiful  by  any  means,  but  still  quite 
a  lot.  I  (QDB)  knew  that  certain  of  these 
existed  in  quantity,  and  in  the  past  (includ¬ 
ing  in  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards) 
I  have  written  about  the  hoard  of  about 
300  1879  Mint  State  dimes  I  bought  years 
ago  from  H.E.  Macintosh  of  Tatham  Stamp 
&  Coin  Co.  However,  for  a  long  time  I  be¬ 
lieved  that  most  other  issues  were  rare  in 
Mint  State. 

Henceforth,  we'll  be  more  careful 
when  describing  certain  of  these  1879-1891 
pieces.  Of  course,  they  are  still  beautiful 
and  desirable.  It's  just  that  they  are  not  the 
rarities  in  Mint  State  that  we  once  thought 
them  to  be. 
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Dave  Bowers  says: 

“You’ll  really  enjoy  belonging  to  our 

Collection 

Portfolio 

Program! 

...and  here  is  your  invitation  to  join!” 


No  continuing  obligation  Just  the  opportunity 
to  build  a  really  beautiful  collection 
by  working  with  Bowers  and  Merena! 

A  note  from  Dave: 

“Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  has  been  in  effect 
for  many  years.  Through  this  convenient  service  thou¬ 
sands  of  collectors  worldwide  have  built  truly  beautiful 
collections  in  the  specialty  of  their  choice — never  paying 
more  than  our  regular  price,  and  often  less.  These  collec¬ 
tions  have  ranged  from  modest  holdings  valued  at  a  few 
thousand  dollars,  to  the  beautiful  Columbia  Collection  of 
gold  coins  that  was  auctioned  by  us  last  year  for  a  seven- 
figure  price.  After  spending  years  acquiring  coins  from  us, 
the  owner  of  the  Columbia  Collection  consigned  it  to  us 
for  sale  (and  made  a  very  nice  profit,  by  the  way,  although 
we  never  make  a  representation  in  this  regard). 

“For  you  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  beckons. 
Read  all  about  it  on  this  page.” 


Q.  David  Bowers 


Here  is  hoiv  our  CPP  works: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your 
liking)  a  package  of  choice,  rare,  and  inter¬ 
esting  coins  will  arrive  in  your  mailbox! 
Each  coin  wall  be  carefully  hand-picked  for 
its  eye  appeal  and  quality,  and  priced  to  be  a 
good  value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best:  Mor¬ 
gan  silver  dollars,  United  States  gold 
coins,  Indian  cents,  commemorative  half 
dollars,  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars— you 
name  it.  You  let  us  know  the  grades  you 
prefer.  If  you  want  only  PCGS  coins,  or 
NGC  coins,  or  “raw”  coins,  let  us  know 
and  we  will  comply.  We  will  review  the 
coins  and  pick  only  the  pieces  we  would 
like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Gail  Watson  and  Janet  Lavertue  will 
personally  make  each  selection  for  you, 
keeping  track  of  coins  you  already  have. 
Current  CPP  members  agree  that  per¬ 
sonal  service,  quality  of  coins  acquired, 
and  flexibility  are  the  greatest  attributes 
of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

Here  is  what  you  will 
receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  vour  collection  will 
grow.  You  and  your  family  will  enjoy 
your  coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own, 
study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  an  additional  attraction  for 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  members: 
Each  coin  will  be  invoiced  at  a  special  4  % 
discount  from  our  regular  list  price! 

And.  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  qual¬ 
ity  coins  and  personal  sendee  and  atten¬ 
tion.  you’ll  receive  our  periodical  publica¬ 
tions,  the  Rare  Coin  Rnine  and  The  Coin 
Collector  free  of  charge. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gail  or  Janet  at  1-800-222- 
5993.  credit  card  in  hand.  Let  them  know 
your  collecting  interests,  the  amount  you 
would  like  to  spend  each  month  (mini¬ 
mum:  $100),  and  the  grades  you  would 
like.  Your  first  shipment  of  beautiful  coins 
will  be  in  vour  mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  midtile  name.  Feel  free 
to  change  the  grade  you  desire,  your 
monthly  payment,  or  the  series  you  collect. 
If  you  are  like  most  of  our  clients,  you’ll  be 
a  "happy  camper”  for  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby. 
As  a  member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program  you’ll  have  a  great  time!  We  look 
forward  to  having  you  with  us. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Jk - 

so  we  can  offer  coins  that  are  a  good  value  to  our  cli¬ 
ents  (who  are  among  the  most  knowledgeable  buyers 
in  the  hobby). 

Designed  by  well-known  sculptor  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  the  Liberty  Walking  motif  made  its  debut 
in  1916,  to  excellent  reviews  by  the  public  and  by 
numismatists.  From  that  time  onward  coinage  was 
fairly  continuous  through  1921,  and  then  intermittent 
through  1934,  then  continuous  again  from  1934 
through  the  last  year,  1947.  A  popular  way  to  collect 
these  is  by  forming  a  "short  set,"  either  beginning 
with  1940  or  1941  and  continuing  onward,  or  begin¬ 
ning  with  1934.  Either  way,  all  pieces  are  quite 
affordable  in  nice  grades  such  as  MS-63  and  MS-64, 
although  at  the  MS-65  level  some  of  the  issues  of  the 
1930s  become  a  bit  difficult  to  find. 

We  invite  you  to  look  through  our  listing  care¬ 
fully  and  either  begin  a  collection  or  add  to  the  one 
that  you  have — secure  in  the  knowledge  that  you  will 
like  the  coins  we  send.  In  fact,  we  guarantee  it. 

Gem  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


1916- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 

the  nicest  1916-S  half  dollars  we've  ever  had  in 
stock . 4,950 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  golden  peripheral 

toning . 950 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1917  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1917  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  largely  bril¬ 
liant,  but  with  splashes  of  deep  gold  on  both 

sides . 169 

1917  MS-60.  Brilliant . 115 

1917- D  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Scarce  in  Mint  State.  1,250 

Desirable  Mint  State  1917-S  50C 
Obverse  Mintmark 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this,  one  of  the  most  desirable  issues  in  the 


Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  series . 2,950 

1918  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,650 


191 9-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 825 

1919- S  EF-40  (NGC).  Brilliant . 825 

1920- D  EF-40 .  420 


Important  Key-Date  1921-S  50C 


1921-S  VF-35  (NGC).  A  nice  original  piece  with  lively 
rose  iridescence  on  golden  gray  surfaces.  An  im¬ 
portant  key  date  in  all  grades,  particularly  in  VF 

or  finer . , . 2,800 

Three  of  the  most  important  dates  in  the  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollar  series  all  bear  the  date  1921,  these  being,  of 
course,  the  1921, 1921-D,  and  1921-S  issues.  The  1921-S  issue 
has  the  largest  mintage  of  these  three  dates,  and  is  valued 
accordingly  in  grades  of  Good  to  Very  Fine.  In  VF,  the  date 
becomes  more  valuable  in  relationship  to  the  other  two  1921- 
dated  issues,  and  at  "just"  the  EF-40  level,  the  1921-S  half 
dollar  becomes  the  undisputed  king  of  the  entire  series.  A 
splendid  VF  example,  such  as  that  offered  here,  affords  the 
"best  of  both  worlds"  to  the  potential  buyer.  The  quality  is 
outstanding,  yet  the  price  is  affordable,  particularly  when 
compared  to  pieces  at  higher  levels  than  that  offered  here 

1928- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  pale 
champagne  toning  on  both  sides.  A  lovely  coin  for 
the  grade,  one  that  seriously  challenges  the  quality 
of  coins  graded  MS-63;  in  short,  a  winner.  .  1,695 

1929- D  AU-53  (PCGS) . 195 

1929-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 199 

1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1933-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1933- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 425 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  iridescence.  425 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 420 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 420 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued  by 

pale  lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall . 420 


Gem  Mint  State  1934-S  50C 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mainly  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  pale  gold  near  the  rims. 
Sharply  struck  with  virtually  complete  hand  and 
head  details  on  the  obverse.  Elusive  so  fine.  3,250 
1934-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  issues 
among  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of  this  de¬ 
cade . 1,375 


1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of  this 


scarce  branch  mint  issue . 675 

1934- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 295 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1935- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 745 

1935-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 125 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1936  50C 


1936  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  light 
golden  peripheral  toning.  Lots  of  "firsts"  for  this 
one:  First  Proof  issue  in  the  Liberty  Walking  se¬ 
ries.  First-rate  quality,  in  fact,  superb! . 4,495 

Lovely  Gem  Proof  1936  50« 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous 
with  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  A  pleasing  gem  with  a  modicum  of  cameo 


contrast  present . 3,695 

1936  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 165 

1936  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1936- S  MS-65  Brilliant . 425 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 575 

Second  year  of  Proof  production  in  the  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollar  series.  Mintage:  5,728. 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1937  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1937  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 53 

1937- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 448 

1938  Proof-62.  Brilliant . 435 

1938  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1938  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1938  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1938- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  at 

the  gem  level . 975 

A  key  issue  of  the  era,  the  lowest  mintage  business 
strike  half  dollar  of  the  1930s.  Only  491,600  were  struck. 

1938-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 249 

1938-D  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1938-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 239 

1939  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  635 
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1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1939  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 73 

1939  AU-55.  Light  golden  toning . 29 

1939-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1939-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 32 

1939- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1940  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1940- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 450 

1940-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1940-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Typical  central  strik¬ 
ing  weakness  for  the  date . 45 

1940-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Weak  at  the  centers  45 

1940- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 19 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1941  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1941  AU-55.  Brilliant . 14 

1941- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1941 -D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1941-D  au-55 .  :: 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 1,475 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,475 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1941-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Decent  strike  for  the 

date . 225 

1941-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1941-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 38 

1942  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 


The  Bowers  amt  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 
Walking  halt  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  anv  other  of 
which  we  are  aware.  When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
Frank  Van  V'alen,  and  Rav  Merena  buy  for  our  stock,  they  are 
very  " fussv,"  often  bypassing  several  coins  to  buy  just  one  that 
pleases  our  discriminating  eye.  If  you  are  building  a  high- 
quality  collection  of  these  beautiful  coins,  please  review  our 


selection  carefully. 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-64  (Hallmark) . 49 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942  AU-55.  Brilliant . 14 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1942-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1942-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1942-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1942-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  AU-58.  Light  amber  toning . 25 


1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  condition  rarity  so 
fine! . 2,150 


1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 529 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 529 

1943  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1443  MS-65  (Nt  .c )  Brilliant . 105 

1443  MS-05  (PCC  ,S)  Brilliant  .  105 


1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943  MS-60.  Brilliant . 29 

1943  AU-55 . 17 


The  younger  set  (plus 
one):  Teenagers  Robb  Kar- 
stedt,  Andrew  Bowers,  and 
Melissa  Karstedt  near  a  work 
area  at  the  auction  site,  while 
"mom"  Chris  Karstedt  (not  a 
teenager,  except  at  heart) 
looks  on.  (Photos  on  this  page 
by  our  candid  photographer  on 
duty  during  our  Orlando  Rari¬ 
ties  Sale  in  January.) 


While  in  Orlando... 


Chris  Karstedt  of  our  staff 
w'ith  one  of  the  main  consign¬ 
ors  to  our  Rarities  Sale,  Doug 
Noblet,  whose  marvelous  col¬ 
lection  of  United  States  half 
dollars  attracted  a  lot  of  atten¬ 
tion  and  commensurate  prices, 
starting  off  with  a  gorgeous 
and  rare  Mint  State(!)  1794. 


Gail  Watson  (of  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Direct 
Sales  Department  fame), 
auctioneer  John  Babalis, 
and  John's  wife  Georgie, 
during  a  relaxing  mo¬ 
ment. 
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1943-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 


peripheral  toning . 175 

1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 


1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Stop  for  a  moment 
and  contemplate  all  of  the  nice  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 
You'll  love  the  quality  of  the  coins  you  receive 


from  us . 155 

1943-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 


1943-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 24 

1943-D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 20 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 695 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 435 

1943-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1943-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1943-S  AU-50 . 19 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 


1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1944-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 199 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1944-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1944-D  MS-64  Brilliant . 67 

1944-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 67 


Brilliant ,  Frosty,  and  Very  Attractive  PCGS-Certified  MS-65! 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 


Several  exciting  new  silver  coin  designs  first  appeared  in  1916.  As  of  that  time, 
the  Liberty  Head  or  “Barber”  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar — designed  by 
Charles  E.  Barber  in  1892 — had  been  in  circulation  for  a  long  time.  A 
change  was  needed. 

From  the  private  sector  two  artists  were  employed.  Adolph  A.  Wein¬ 
man,  a  well-known  sculptor,  redesigned  the  silver  dime  and  the  half  dol¬ 
lar,  while  Hermon  MacNeil  created  a  new  quarter  dollar.  Today  we  will 
discuss  the  half  dollar. 

After  considering  several  variations,  Adolph  Weinman  created  what 
we  know  today  as  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar.  Miss  Liberty  appears 
on  the  obverse,  full  length,  her  right  hand  outstretched  against  a  star- 
spangled  cape,  and  her  left  hand  holding  a  cluster  of  olive  leaves.  A  bril¬ 
liant  sun  with  resplendent  rays  is  seen  at  the  lower  left  of  the  coin,  the  word 
LIBERTY  is  at  the  border,  and  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  is  in  the  lower  right  field. 
On  the  reverse,  an  eagle  is  perched  on  a  rocky  crag  from  which  springs  a  small  bush  or 
tree  of  pine. 

The  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  was  produced  for  circulation  from  the  three  mints 
active  at  the  time,  Philadelphia  (which  used  no  mintmark),  Denver,  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Production  was  intermittent  from  1916  through  1929,  after  which  there  was  no 
coinage  during  the  early  years  of  the  Depression.  Beginning  in  1933,  coinage  resumed, 
and  continued  each  year  through  1947  after  which  the  Franklin  style  was  used. 

Today,  many  of  our  clients  begin  their  collections  of  the  beautiful  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollar  series  by  putting  together  a  set  of  dates  and  mints  from  1933  through  1947 
inclusive.  There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this  span,  although  several  dates  in  the  1930s 
can  be  termed  elusive,  perhaps  none  more  than  the  1938-D.  When  finished,  a  set  from  the 
1930s  and  1940s  makes  a  truly  gorgeous  display.  After,  it  is  but  a  logical  step  to  try  to  fill  in 
some  of  the  earlier  dates  as  budget  permits. 

We  have  just  purchased  a  small  group  of  several  dozen  gem  brilliant  Uncirculated 
(Mint  State-65)  1943  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Each  has  been  certified  by  PCGS,  and 
each  is  brilliant,  frosty,  and  very  attractive.  Limit  one  per  client  for  $85  plus  $5  postage 
and  handling.  Order  early,  as  we  have  no  way  of  readily  replacing  them  once  they  are  gone. 


just  $85.00  each! 

(plus  postage) 
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1944-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 625 

1944-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 625 

1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1944- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 209 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1945  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1945  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  38 

1945  MS-62.  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  3 1 

1945- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  105 

1945-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1945-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1945- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  149 

194b  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  149 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1946  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1946  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

1946  AU-55.  Brilliant . 15 

19464) MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces . 105 

1946-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 38 

19466  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1946-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 139 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1946- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1947  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1947- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 

1947-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1947-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1947-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

You  are  still  in  luck!  You  have  come  to  the  right 
place,  but  hurry!  We  recently  acquired  a  very  nice 
holding  of  choice,  selected  high-quality  Franklin  half 
dollars,  offer  them  by  individual  grades  and  designa¬ 
tions  as  given  below,  and  price  them  to  be  excellent 
values.  However,  as  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
goes  to  press,  our  selection  is  getting  smaller  day  by 
day,  and  we  fully  expect  that  many  pieces  will  be  sold 
out  within  two  or  three  weeks  of  the  appearance  of 
this  issue. 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 185 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 


faces . 185 

1948-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1948- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1949  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1949- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 295 

1949-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1949- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 175 

1950  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1950  MS-61  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1950  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1950- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1951- P  MS-M  FBI  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 115 

1951- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1952  MS-65  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 85 

1952  MS-61  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1952- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1953  MS-65  Brilliant . 235 

1953- D  MS-M  Brilliant . 28 

19»6MS45(NG(  )  Brilliant .  69 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1954  MS-64  FBI  (PCGS)  Brilliant  45 

1954  MS44  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 28 

1954  MS-63.  Brilliant . 17 

1954- D  MS-65 1 BI  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 235 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1954-D  MS-M  Brilliant . 28 

1954-S MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 58 

1954-S  MS-M  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1954-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 15 

1956  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1956  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1957  MS-60.  Brilliant . 12 

1957-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1957- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 200 

1958-D  MS65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1959  MS-65  FBI  Brilliant .  245 


1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 145 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1959  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1959  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1959-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1959- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960  MS65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1960  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1960  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . , . 23 

1960  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1960- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1960-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1960-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 35 

1960-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1960-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 14 

1960- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 285 

1961  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

:  -  :  MS-M  Brilliant  .  M 

19M  MS-M  Brilliant  .  14 

1961 - D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 425 

1961-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1961-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1962  MS64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

Brilliant  . 14 

962-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

>'2  l'\N-'  PCGS  Btiffimt  .  479 

1962- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1962-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1^2-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  book... 


Th«  tiiitipMr  t.uhW  In 

Franklin 
Half  Dollars 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Franklin  Half  Dollars 

by  Rick  Tom  ask  a 

The  first  book  devoted  solely  to  the 
Franklin  half  dollar  series.  Includes  date- 
by-date  analysis,  plus  grading  informa¬ 
tion,  rarity  estimates,  and  more.  240 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTO-100. 
List  price  $19.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 


42 


March-April  1999/ Rare  Coin  Review  #128 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1963-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 85 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 


Silver  Dollars 

Silver  dollars  have  long  been  a  specialty  at  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  over  the  years  we  have 
helped  form  many  of  the  finest  collections  ever  as¬ 
sembled.  The  present  listing  includes  a  wide  selection 
ranging  from  Liberty  Seated  to  Morgan  and  Peace 
types,  something  for  every  interest,  for  every  want 
list,  for  every  budget. 

Use  this  listing  to  add  to  your  collection,  or  to 
start  one.  We  guarantee  you'll  be  delighted  with  our 
quality  and  value! 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 

1798  Bowers  Borckardt-115.  Rarity-5.  Large  Eagle. 

VF-20  (PCGS).  Gray  toned  surfaces  with  some 

hints  of  gold  and  heather . 1,295 


Attractive  1798  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1798  BB-122.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Attractive  golden  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  hint  of  blue  iridescence . 3,750 


Delightful  1799  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1799  BB-164.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  A  lovely  coin  with 
strong  lustre  and  equally  strong  design  details. 


Attractive  gold,  rose,  and  pale  violet  iridescence 
adds  immeasurably  to  the  overall  appeal.  This, 
friends,  is  a  Draped  Bust  dollar  that  would  do  jus¬ 
tice  to  any  numismatic  cabinet . 3,850 

1799  BB- 158.  VF-20 .  895 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

All  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  are  scarce,  and 
many  of  them  are  rare.  And  yet,  prices  for  most  are 
quite  reasonable.  Our  selection  includes  interesting 
opportunities  for  you. 

1842  AU-55  (PCGS).  Satiny  champagne  surfaces. 795 
1846  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  gray  surfaces  show 

decent  lustre  and  a  minimum  of  marks . 695 

1846  EF-40  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  A 
nice  coin  for  the  grade . 369 


Pleasing  1846-0  Seated  Liberty  Dollar 


ing . 2,595 

1847  AU-50  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  with  lilac  high¬ 
lights.  A  lustrous  coin  with  plenty  of  overall  ap¬ 
peal . 695 

1850-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned.  Scarce  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  issue . 1,095 

1853  AU-58.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  light  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 1,695 

1859  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  pewter  gray  surfaces  with 
hints  of  gunmetal-blue,  rose,  and  gold  toning.  1,050 


1860-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 
available  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  Mint  State,  thus 

a  candidate  for  a  type  set . 1,650 

1860-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  nice  original  piece,  and  a 
date  that  is  not  often  encountered  in  pleasing  cir¬ 
culated  grades . 395 

Memorable  Business  Strike  1863  $1 


1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  silver 
dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State,  and 
even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  pre¬ 
sented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 5,795 

A  few  words,  an  "eye  break,"  about  the  year  1863  in 
American  and  numismatic  history: 

President  Lincoln's  Emancipation  Proclamation  took 
effect  on  January  1st,  but  it  made  little  difference  to  the  nearly 
four  million  slaves  in  the  South  who  remained  in  bondage.  The 
Civil  War  progressed  on  several  bloody  fronts.  In  the  first 
week  of  July  1863  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  marked  the  turning 
point  of  the  war.  Southern  troops  were  routed  in  Pickett's 
Charge,  although  both  sides  sustained  thousands  of  casual¬ 
ties.  On  November  19, 1863  vast  tracts  of  land  in  the  area  were 
dedicated  as  the  Gettysburg  National  Cemetery,  and  Edward 
Everett  and  President  Lincoln  were  featured  at  the  podium. 
Everett,  erstwhile  president  of  Harvard,  gave  a  well-prepared 
and  quite  lengthy  speech  describing  in  minute  detail  the  battle 
that  had  taken  place  there.  At  the  conclusion  of  Everett's 
oration,  President  Abraham  Lincoln  stepped  forward  to  give 
brief  remarks  which  he  had  composed  by  making  notes  on  the 
backs  of  envelopes. 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Buy  the  hook... 


America's  Silver  Dollars 

EDITED  BY 
loltn  M.  Kleehcry 


lulnag*  ol  the  America*  Conl»nmc« 
at  The  American  Numismatic  Noddy,  New  York 
October  JO,  «W 


America’s 
Silver  Dollars 

Edited  bijjohn  M.  Kleeberg 

Presentations  bv  leading  collectors, 
historians,  researchers,  and  others  from 
seminars  of  the  Coinage  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  Conference  conducted  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society,  October  30, 
1993.  127  pages,  illustrated. 

Cloth  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN- 
21 1.  List  price  $25.00. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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The  next  day  Everett  wrote  Lincoln:  "1  should  be  glad 
if  1  could  flatter  myself  that  I  came  as  near  the  central  idea  of 
the  occasion  in  two  hours  as  you  did  in  two  minutes."  In  reply 
to  this  comment  on  his  Gettysburg  Address,  Lincoln  modestly 
stated  that  he  was  pleased  to  learn  that  what  he  "did  sav  was 
not  entirely  a  failure."  In  a  separate  action,  Lincoln  proclaimed 
the  first  national  Thanksgiving  day  as  October  3,  1K63 

Regarding  Everett,  1999  is  the  bicentennial  year  of 
George  Washington's  birth.  A  survey  of  newspapers  and 
magazines  printed  in  the  lH50s  reveals  dramatically  that  Everett 
was  the  foremost  American  speaker  on  the  subject  of 
Washington's  life,  the  legacy  of  Mount  Vernon,  etc  ,  during 
that  era.  Everett  was  a  very  interesting  individual,  and  a 
lengthy  numismatic  article  could  be  written  about  him  (if 
someone  wants  to  do  this,  and  make  it  interesting  to  m id,  we 
might  run  it  in  a  future  issue  of  the  K arc  Com  Review  ) 

The  draft  of  citizens  for  the  Union  Army  began  on  July 
1 1, 1863,  under  terms  of  the  Conscription  Act  of  March  3rd,  but 
exempting  anyone  who  paid  $300  Draft  riots  broke  out  in 
several  Northern  cities.  In  New  York  City  in  July,  a  violent 
mob  attacked  the  Colored  Orphans  Asylum  on  Filth  Avenue, 
but  the  more  than  200 orphans  had  been  evacuated  earlier  An 
estimated  1,200  people  were  killed  in  the  melee,  and  thou¬ 
sands  were  injured.  A  brief  account  of  this  blemish  on  the 
pages  of  American  history  is  given  in  Dave  Bowers'  txx>k, 
American  Numismatics  Before  the  Civil  FViir,  176 0-1860  (which 
also  extends  a  bit  beyond  the  Civil  War,  too) 

Congress  continued  to  encourage  the  railroads,  as  it 
had  done  in  the  previous  decade  when  a  memorable  survey 
was  made  of  route  possibilities  in  the  American  West,  and  a 
bill  was  passed  which  provided  the  Central  Pacific  and  Union 
Pacific  railroad  $16,000  for  every  mile  of  track  laid  on  the 
plains,  $32,000  per  mile  through  intermountain  stretches,  and 
$48,000  per  mile  for  every  mile  through  the  mountains  Vast 
land  grants  were  also  given  to  the  railroads.  Congress  also 
established  the  National  Academy  of  Science,  an  advisory 
body  for  scientific  research.  Young  John  D,  Rockefeller,  who 
had  learned  about  the  oil  business  in  the  Titusville,  Pennsy  1  va- 
nia  boom  of  the  late  1850s,  built  a  refinery  in  Cleveland.  We 
suspect,  but  do  not  know,  that  Rockefeller  must  have  known 
J.M.  Clapp,  who  was  later  to  achieve  numismatic  fame  An¬ 
other  of  our  interests  is  the  Pennsylvania  oil  boom,  Pithole, 
Venango  County,  etc.  So  many  interests  and  so  little  time! 

In  Hartford,  Connecticut,  the  Travelers  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany  was  established.  A  centurv  later  its  president,  J  Doyle 
Dewitt,  would  be  an  ardent  numismatist  and  write  the  stan¬ 
dard  reference  work  on  political  tokens  and  medals  (our  copy 
is  well  used).  In  Idaho  Territory  a  gold  strike  was  made  in 
Alder  Gulch,  touching  off  another  gold  rush,  this  one  of  fairly 
modest  proportions 

In  the  field  of  literature,  Edward  Everett  Hale's  The 
Man  Without  a  Country  was  published  and  would  go  on  to 
become  an  American  classic.  Samuel  L.  Clemens  (Mark  Twain) 
was  on  the  staff  of  the  Territorial  Enterprise  in  Virginia  City, 
Nevada,  a  town  which  was  experiencing  great  prosperity 
from  the  Comstock  Lode.  Soon,  he  would  move  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  write  of  his  experiences  there,  including  some  things 
about  Bret  Harte  (who  for  a  long  period  served  as  secretary  to 
the  superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  but  we  digress) 

Popular  songs  of  the  year  included  Clementine.  The 
Battle  Cry  of  Freedom,  When  fohnny  Comes  Marching  Home,  and 
The  Rock  Island  Line. 

In  England,  rules  were  established  for  soccer,  a  game 
that  would  achieve  great  international  prominence  but  would 
not  be  a  first  ranking  sport  in  the  United  States  In  Saratoga 
Springs,  New  York,  known  as  a  health  spa,  the  first  large 
racetrack  in  the  United  States  opened.  For  decades  to  come, 
Saratoga  Springs  would  be  the  center  of  horse  racing  in  this 
country. 

In  the  Confederacy,  President  Jefferson  Davis  sought 
to  alleviate  a  food  shortage  by  suggesting  that  plantation 
owners  plant  vegetables  instead  of  cotton  and  tobacco. 

By  mid-1863  it  took  $140  to  $150  in  Legal  Tender 
"greenback"  paper  notes  to  buy  $100  worth  of  gold  coins. 
Later,  that  same  $100  in  gold  cost  $200  to  $220  in  paper,  and 
paper  was  worth  45  to  50  cents  on  the  dollar.  During  this  time 


the  United  States  government  would  not  accept  its  own  paper 
money  for  the  purchase  of  Proof  coins  and  sets,  and  collectors 
were  forced  to  pay  in  coin.  Suspension  of  specie  payments 
remained  in  effect,  continuing  the  practice  of  1862,  and  what 
silver  and  gold  coins  were  minted  in  Philadelphia  did  not 
circulate,  but  were  used  to  buy  goods  in  the  export  trade,  or 
stayed  in  Treasury  vaults  Paper  money  would  not  trade  on  a 
par  with  gold  and  silver  until  December  1878  Mintages  were 
low  for  certain  series,  and  in  particular  the  1863  $2.50  was 
struck  only  in  Prixif  finish;  none  was  made  for  circulation.  On 
theother  hand,  the  mintage  of  Indian  cents  was  very  generous 
TTie  lack  of  specie  in  circulation  gave  rise  to  an  immense 
variety  of  private  scrip  notes  and  cent-size  copper  tokens. 
Speaking  of  Civil  War  tokens,  we  have  some  mighty  fine 
properties  in  our  company  vaults,  and  as  time  permits  we  will 
catalogue  them  for  auction,  with  the  first  significant  group 
probably  awaiting  our  November  sale 

Recently,  your  editor  learned  that  in  the  1863-4  years 
American  gold  coins,  which  were  not  circulating  in  the  East  or 
Midwest  of  the  United  States,  were  plentiful  on  the  island  of 
/Millibar,  off  the  east  coast  of  Africa!  (More  about  this  in  the 
forthcoming  hook  centered  upon  the  1804  silver  dollar  ) 


We'll  stop  now.  Your  "eye  break"  is  over! 

1864  AU-50  (PCCS).  Brilliant .  1,450 

1866  AU-58  (ANACS).  First  year  with  the  motto  IN 

GOD  WE  TRUST..  . 1/450 

1866  AU-50.  Brilliant . 995 

1868  AU-55  (PCX  IS).  Faint  brown  toning  over  lustrous 

surfaces . 1,275 

1871  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1871  EF-45  (NGC).  A  nice  original  piece . 365 

1871  EF-40.  Light  gray  surfaces . 315 


Splendid  Proof  1872  Dollar 


1872  Proof-64  (PCX  .S).  Brilliant  IX’licatechampagnc 
toning  over  deep  mirror  fields.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  issue,  a  raritv  in  this  combination  of 
high  technical  grade  plus  (equally  important),  su¬ 


perb  eye  appeal . 5,795 

1873  MS-60 


Morgan  Dollars 

If  you  enjoy  Morgan  dollars  you  will  really  enyy 
our  listing  in  this  issue  We  always  keep  an  eye  out 
for  quality  Morgan  dollars,  and  with  our  checkbook 
at  our  elbow,  we  are  always  willing  to  buv  attractive 
pieces.  Luck  has  been  with  us,  and  our  selection  of 
1878-1921  issues  is  among  the  nicest  ever! 

Look  the  following  listing  over  carefully,  then  call 
our  Direct  Sales  Department  (Gail  Watson  and  Janet 
Lavertue).  Before  you  know  it,  some  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  Morgan  dollars  you've  ever  seen  will  be  arriving 
in  your  mailbox! 

Morgan  dollars  are  one  of  the  most  widely  col¬ 
lected  of  all  American  series.  In  fact,  among  older  series 


they  are  the  most  popular!  And,  why  not?  A  basic  set 
of  dates  and  mints  comprises  slightly  fewer  than  100 
coins,  most  of  which  are  available  in  Mint  State  for  less 
than  several  hundred  dollars  per  coin,  some  tor  a  lot 
less.  No  doubt  the  recent  "play"  that  Morgan  dollars 
have  been  having  on  television  shopping  channels, 
mass-mailed  catalogues  sent  out  by  credit  card  compa¬ 
nies,  etc.,  has  contributed  to  the  true  numismatic 
popularity  of  the  series.  Some  of  these  public  offers  are 
very  expensive  — multiples  of  what  you  might  pay 
from  us  or  from  another  dedicated  dealer,  but  such  is  the 
price  of  entry.  Hopefully,  by  the  time  that  buyers  want 
to  spend  many  hundreds  or  even  thousands  of  dollars 
they  have  "discovered"  professional  numismatists, 
and  will  delight  in  the  fact  that  their  budget  goes  a  lot 
further!  Not  so  long  ago  we  saw  some  Morgan  dollars 
offered  on  television  for  the  "special  price"  of  SI 99, 
never  mind  that  we  and  other  dealers  were  offering  the 
same  coins  for  less  than  $50  each!  "Education"  can 
sometimes  be  expensive  if  you  go  about  it  in  the  wrong 
way!  However,  the  public  seems  to  love  to  be  misled; 
witness  all  of  the  magazine  sweepstakes,  etc.  P.T. 
Bamum  knew  this. 

As  a  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  you  can  get 
"a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money"  in  this  series.  A  complete 
collection  of  one  of  each  date  and  mint  of  Morgan 
dollars  is  almost  completely  obtainable,  the  "stopper" 
being  the  1895  Philadelphia  Mint.  If  you  modify  your 
goal  to  include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actually 
struck  for  circulation,  you  can  put  together  an  abso¬ 
lutely  complete  set.  A  popular  way  to  go  is  to 
purchase  as  manv  as  possible  in  Mint  State,  and  then 
handle  the  scarce  and  rare  issues  one  at  a  time — such 
as  1889-CC,  1893-S,  and  1895-0.  These  latter  pieces 
can  be  obtained  in  worn  grades  for  reasonable  prices, 
or  in  higher  grades  as  finances  permit. 


1878  S  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 


1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS-65.  Brilliant. 


Ever  popular  "changeover"  variety . 2,950 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 395 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (as  normally 

seen).  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant . 85 

1878-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,325 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,325 

1878-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1878-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 160 

1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1878-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 
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1878-S  VAM-2.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 


Key  1879-CC  Dollar 


1879-CC  Clear  or  perfect  CC.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
A  very  choice,  very  desirable  specimen.  We  guar¬ 


antee  you  will  be  pleased! . 3,850 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 395 

1879-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  prooflike  reverse . 215 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1879-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1879-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1879-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1879-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1879-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1879- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1880  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1880- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 915 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 310 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces. .  135 

1880-S  MS-65  DMPL.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1880-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1880- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 699 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 699 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 699 

1881-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1881-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149 

1881-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1881-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1881-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1881-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 


The  1881-S  is  the  most  available  of  the  early  Morgan 
dollar  varieties  in  terms  of  sharply  struck,  high-grade  Mint 
State  coins.  We  always  try  to  have  a  nice  supply  on  hand .  If  you 
have  a  friend  who  might  be  interested  in  Morgan  dollars, 
consider  buying  an  1881-S  as  a  gift.  The  recipient  will  surely  be 
grateful  and  quite  impressed! 


1881-S  MS-64  PL . 69 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1881-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  39 

1881- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1882  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1882  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1882  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1882  AU-58.  Brilliant . 15 

1882- CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1882-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1882-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1882-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1882-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1882-0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 25 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,125 


1882-O/S  VAM-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  popular,  scarce, 
and  quite  curious  "overmintmark"  issue.  An  op¬ 
portunity  to  acquire  a  high-quality  example  of  a 


variety  you'll  enjoy  inspecting  under  a  magnify¬ 


ing  glass . 1,125 

1882-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 295 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1882-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1882-S  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1882-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1882- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1883  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 175 

1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1883  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1883- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 125 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1883-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 
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Join  the  Popularity  Parade! 


Build  your  own  collection  through 

The  Bowers  and  Merena 

Morgan 
Dollar  Society 


Historical  Background 

Morgan  dollars,  first  minted  in  1878  and  last  coined  in  1921,  were  for  many  years  the 
largest  silver  coins  of  the  American  realm.  Today  they  are  the  most  popular  American 
series.  Combine  this  with  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  dates  and  mintmarks  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  relatively  low  prices  in  beautiful  Mint  State,  and  you  have  all  the  ingredients  of 
a  fascinating,  winning,  challenging  collection!  Struck  at  five  different  mints  and  often  in 
large  quantities,  at  one  times  these  “cartwheels”  were  familiar  sights  in  saloons,  casinos, 
and  elsewhere  across  the  land. 

While  many  were  released  into  circulation,  others  were  held  in  reserve  by  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department  as  backing  for  its  paper  Silver  Certificates.  Years  later,  in  fact  until  the 
supply  ran  out  in  March  1964,  these  were  paid  out  at  face  value.  Today,  Morgan  dollars 
are  widely  dispersed  and  are  appreciated  by  numismatists  who  enjoy  their  beauty,  history, 
and,  a  remarkable  bonus  shared  by  few  other  early  series,  their  availability  in  choice  and 
gem  Mint  State  for  very  reasonable  prices. 

Here's  Hoiv  to  Become  a  Member 

1. )  Decide  on  your  monthly  budget,  the  grade  level  you  wish  to  collect,  and  whether 
you  prefer  certified  coins  or  non-certified  coins. 

2. )  Choose  your  payment  preference — personal  check  or  credit  caril  authorization. 

3. )  Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue  at  1  -800-222-5993  and  we  will  take  it  from 
there! 

We  want  to  make  it  easy  and  convenient  for  you  to 
form  a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collection.  Call  today 
and  you  will  be  on  your  way  to  acquiring  a 
magnificent  selection  of  sparkling  Morgan 
dollars — a  collection  you  will  enjoy 
sharing  with  your  family  and 


friends.  Such  a  set,  if  completed, 
will  eventually  include  one  of  each 
Morgan  dollar  date  and  mintmark 
from  the  first  year  of  issue,  1878,  to 
the  last,  1921,  plus  some  interest¬ 
ing  varieties,  for  a  total  of  98  coins 
in  all! 


Your  Benefits 
as  a  Member 

ip"  Buying  from  one  of  the  world’s 
most  established  and  most  respected 
rare  coin  firms— a  company  with 
unsurpassed  financial  and  profes¬ 
sional  credentials. 

Premium  Quality,  hand-selected 
coins  cherrypicked  to  your  specifi¬ 
cations,  backed  by  our  money-back 
guarantee  of  satisfaction.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  each  coin  will  be  graded  by 
FCGS,  NGC,  or  another  grading  ser¬ 
vice  of  your  choice  or,  if  you  prefer, 
uncertified  to  place  in  an  album. 

r”  First  choice  of  coins  we  acquire 
from  old-time  collections,  estates, 
our  coast-to-coast  buying  trips,  and 
all  new  purchases  that  cross  our 
threshold! 

r*  A  4%  discount  on  every  coin! 
This  will  mean  additional  savings 
for  you! 

A  30%  discount  on  albums  and 
holders  in  which  to  store  and  dis¬ 
play  your  collection. 

A  20%  discount  on  all  books  we 
offer. 

^  A  FREE  subscription  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collector 
for  as  long  as  you  are  a  member! 

^  A  FREE  bonus  book,  A  Buyer’s 
Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States. 

A  personal  checklist  for  you  to 
keep  an  inventory  of  your  collec¬ 
tion. 

^  Our  latest  Morgan  dollar  listing 
sent  via  email  or  fax  once  a  week 
(upon  request). 
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1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1883-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 

1883- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  issues 
in  the  series,  especially  in  choice  Mint  State.  1,750 

1884  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1884  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1884  EF-40 . 25 

1884- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 125 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces. ..  125 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 105 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1884-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Lustrous  1884-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1884- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 5,995 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1885- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1885-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1885-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 275 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 275 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1885-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1885-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 


1885-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Stop!  Now  that  you 
are  well  within  our  listing  of  Morgan  dollars,  con¬ 
template  all  of  the  nice  pieces  we  are  offering! 
Don't  rush.  Take  your  time.  And,  in  your  mind's 
eye  you  can  be  sure  that  when  your  coins  arrive 
they  will  be  of  the  quality  you  expect!  We  guaran¬ 
tee  it! . 39 


1885-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1885- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1886  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 135 

1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 66 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1886- 0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1886- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1887/6  VAM-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

specimen . 795 

1887/6  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 449 

1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1887  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1887  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-60.  Brilliant . 15 

1887- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1887-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1887-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1887-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 525 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1887- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  just  bought  a  little 

hoard  of  these!  Buy  10  for  $570,  or  a  single  speci¬ 
men  for . 66 

1888- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 715 

1888-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1888-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  little 

light  toning . 695 


1888- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1889  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 375 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 42 

1889  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1889- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 735 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1889-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,950 

1889-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1889- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  with  brilliant  centers 

and  light  gold  peripheral  toning . 165 

1890- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  gold  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 875 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1890-CC  MS-60  (PCI).  Repunched  90.  Brilliant. ..  295 

1890-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1890-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 239 

1890-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1890- S  VAM-2.  S/S  Left.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1891  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 719 

1891  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1891  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1891  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1891- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1891 -CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 689 

1891-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 689 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1891-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

1891- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1892- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,650 

1892-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  golden  peripheral  toning . 1,650 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  hook... 


The  Top  100  Morgan 
Dollar  Varieties: 

The  V AM  Keys 

by  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D 
and  JeffOxman 

A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most 
popular  Morgan  dollar  varieties.  Excel¬ 
lent  for  those  who  wish  to  “cherrypick” 
for  valuable  die  varieties.  137  pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiralbound.  Stock  No.  BFE-300. 
List  price  $24.95.  Leatherette.  Stock 
No.  BFE-301.  List  price  $24.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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The  reviews  are  pouring  in  already 
for  Dave  Bowers’  newest  hook, 

The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 


This  new  volume  by  Q.  David  Bovvers  has  not  even  been  printed  yet  and  the  reviews 
are  pouring  in  already! 

We  are  putting  the  finishing  touches  on  this  book  and  getting  ready  to  send  it  to  the  printer 
for  an  expected  publication  date  of  May  1999  (for  more  information  see  pages  22  and  23).  We 
sent  out  early  manuscript  drafts  to  various  reviewers  and  here  is  what  they  had  to  say: 


Q.  David 
Bowers’  latest 
thriller,  TheTrea- 
surc  Ship  S.S. 

Brother  Jonathan, 
provides  a  numismatic  adventure  un¬ 
like  any  of  his  previous  books.  He  sets 
the  scene  with  a  comprehensive  look  at 
life  in  the  California  Gold  Rush . . .  which 
will  hold  your  attention  for  days  of  en¬ 
tertaining  reading. 

— Beth  Deishrr,  Coin  World 

This  is  a  book  that  you  must  not 
miss  if  you  have  even  the  slightest  curi¬ 
osity  about  the  secret  of  the  golden  trea¬ 
sure  that  has  been  hidden  at  the  bottom 
of  the  ocean  for  the  past  1 34  years  in  the 
ill-fated  sidewheel  steamer  Brother 
Jonathan. 

— Ken  Bressett,  Editor  of  the  Guide 
Book,  Past  President  of  the  ANA 

Dave  Bowers’  biography  of  a  ship, 
The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  composed  of 
facts  spiced  with  a  few  “rumors  more  or 
less  fabulous”  spins  a  marvelous  yarn  of 
West  Coast  Gold  Rush  days  all  will  en¬ 
joy,  especially  numismatists  and  histo¬ 
rians. 

— William  Bain  Murray,  columnist, 
author 

This  is  a  book  that  offers  much  to 
commend  pursuit  of  its  contents.  It 


weaves  together 
the  lore  of  the 
California  Gold 
Rush  and  the 
lure  of  the  sea. 
It  embraces  a 
comprehensive 
distillation  of  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  early  years  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint.  It  is  drawn  from  the  accom¬ 
plished  numismatic  writing  capabilities 
of  Dave  Bowers.  Having  scanned 
through  the  contents  of  an  early  manu¬ 
script  draft,  I  am  eagerly  awaiting  the 
opportunity  to  spend  some  time  with  a 
finished  book  in  hand. 

— Clifford  Mishler,  Numismatic 
News 

Q.  David  Bowers  has  done  it  again! 
The  S.S.  Brother Jonathan  with  its  golden 
treasure,  sails  again  through  the  pages 
of  this  sparkling  numismatic  history. 
From  scoundrels  on  the  high  seas  to 
double  eagles  on  the  ocean  floor,  Dave 
Bowers  recreates  a  long-forgotten  era 
with  style  and  romance. 

—Joel J.  Grosz,  author,  scholar 

Dave  Bowers’  most  recent  book, 
The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan, 
is  one  of  his  best.  It’s  also  a  truly  fasci¬ 
nating,  totally  engrossing  numismatic 
story. 

—David  Hall,  founder  of  PCGS 


1892-CC  MS-63  PL.  Brilliant . 875 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 659 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  ton¬ 
ing . 659 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 659 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 659 

1892-0  MS-63  (NCQ.  Brilliant . 255 

1893  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,550 


Choice  Mint  State  1893-CC  Morgan  $1 


1893-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  deep 
golden  peripheral  toning.  Highly  lustrous.  The 
fields  are  moderately  prooflike,  which  adds 
greatly  to  the  overall  appeal.  The  final  Morgan 
dollar  issue  of  the  Carson  City'  Mint,  and  always 
popular  as  such. _ _ 5,150 

Mint  State  1893-CC  Dollar 


1893-CC  MS-62,  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  popular  Carson  City  dol¬ 
lar . 2,695 


Key  1893-0  Morgan  Dollar 


1893-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  key  issue  at  this 
grade  level . 2,995 


48 


March-April  1999/ Rare  Coin  Review  #128 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


4 


1893- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. .  2,495 

1894- 0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  When 
you  build  your  Morgan  dollar  collection  through 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  you'll  be  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  quality  you  receive.  There  is  a 


difference . 1,995 

1894-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 149 

1894-0  EF-45 . 75 

1894- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,750 

1895- 0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,750 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lustre. 
Needle-sharp  strike.  Far  nicer  than  the  usually 
seen  specimens  of  this  key  San  Francisco  Mint  is¬ 
sue.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a  particularly 


choice  1895-S,  your  quest  ends  here! . 4,095 

1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  the  MS-66 

level . 995 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1896  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 


Elusive  1896-0  Morgan  $1 


1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Rare  so 
fine.  Another  of  the  many  really  nice  Morgan  dol¬ 


lars  we've  bought  recently . 3,550 

1896-0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,995 


Try  Us  and  You'll  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to 
send  a  sample  order  —  something  small 
and  inexpensive.  We  think  you'll  like  our 
quality,  service,  and  value  for  the  price 
paid.  Since  1953  we  have  been  serving 
serious  buyers  to  the  satisfaction  of 
nearly  everyone  who  has  contact  with  us. 


1896-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Always  in  demand 
in  Mint  State  and  quite  scarce  so  fine  (although 


worn  pieces  abound) . 1,995 

1897  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1897  MS-63.  Brilliant . 42 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Another  of  the  few  in¬ 
expensive  dates  of  the  1890s . 42 


1897-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  Mint  State 
(the  same  can  be  said  for  nearly  all  other  Morgan 


dollars  in  this  listing,  as  noted) . 2,395 

1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1897-0  AU-53  (ICG).  Brilliant . 175 

1897-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 135 

1897- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1898  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1898- 0  MS-65  (PCGS) . 135 

1898-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1898- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1899  MS-65.  Brilliant . 759 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 205 

1899- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 

1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1899-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 519 

1899- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 285 

1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1900- 0/CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 589 

1900-0/ CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 355 

1900-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1900-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1900-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1900-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 


Time  was  when  nearly  all  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint 
coins  of  the  late  1890s  and  early  1900s  were  great  rarities.  Then 
came  the  Treasury  Hoard  dispersal  of  the  early  1960s.  The 
story  of  this  is  related  in  some  detail,  together  with  a  listing  of 
dates  and  mintmarks  involved,  in  Dave  Bowers'  book,  Ameri¬ 
can  Coin  T reasures  and  Hoards,  a  copy  of  which  should  be  on  your 


coffee  table  or  at  your  bedside. 

1900-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1901  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,795 


1901-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce 
at  the  MS-66  level.  Considering  this  series  is 
front  row  center  in  popularity,  and  considering 
the  quality  and  value  we  offer,  you've  come  to 
the  right  place.  Each  Morgan  dollar  is  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please  you,  or  an  instant  refund  will  be 
given.  By  the  way,  only  rarely  does  anyone  ever 
ask  for  a  refund,  but  the  guarantee  is  there  if 
you  want  it! . 1,695 


1901-0  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant . 209 

1901-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1901-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 915 

1901- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1902- 0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 

peripheral  toning . 175 

1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1902-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1902-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Light  golden  surfaces . 66 

1902-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1902- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 619 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 230 

1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 82 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 82 

1903- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 


Lovely  1903-S  Morgan  Dollar  Rarity 


1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
An  appealing  coin  of  near-gem  quality.  More  than 
1.2  million  Morgan  dollars  were  coined  in  San 
Francisco  in  1903,  but  the  vast  majority  of  that 
mintage  went  immediately  into  circulation,  leav¬ 
ing  just  a  small  group  of  Mint  State  pieces  for 
today's  collectors.  If  you'll  pardon  our  lingo,  this 
is  a  rara  avis  and  probably  won't  last  long  in  our 
inventory . 5,895 


Rare  Mint  State  1903-S  $1 


1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired  issues  in 


the  series . 4,950 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 66 

1904-0  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 66 

1904-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  66 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 66 
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1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Choice  and  Rare  1904-S  Morgan  $1 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  superb  specimen  of 
one  of  the  most  highly  prized  coins  in  the  Morgan 

dollar  series . 3,250 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1921  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  blue  peripheral 

toning . 325 

With  the  1921-D  the  curtain  rings  down  on  the  Morgan 
dollar  series— and  what  a  truly  beautiful  selection  we  have 
offered!  Check  the  preceding  listings  very  carefully  and  seize 
the  opportunity  to  start  a  specialized  collection  or  add  to  one 
that  you  already  have.  You  will  be  delighted  with  our  quality 


and  value  for  the  price  paid. 

1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning . 325 

1921-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 75 

1921-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1921-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 159 

1921  -S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 159 

1921-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 


Peace  Dollars 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer  a 
splendid  selection  of  Peace  silver  dollars.  Peace  dol¬ 


lars  are  a  very  attractive  series,  particularly  in  higher 
grades  such  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65.  Despite  the 
strength  of  the  present  market,  many  Peace  dollars  - 
probably  even  the  majority  of  them  — are  cheaper 
today  than  they  were  10  years  ago.  Perhaps— just 
perhaps— this  will  translate  into  an  opportunity. 


1921  High  Relief.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 509 

1921  High  Relief.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 509 

1922  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

1922  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant .  65 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1922  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant .  29 

1922  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 365 

1922-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1922- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  365 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  H95 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1913  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

!  '2  ■  MS-64  Brilliant .  65 

1913  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 65 

1913  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 65 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1923 MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  29 

1923  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 29 

1923- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,185 

1923-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 269 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1923- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 65 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1924- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 399 


1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1925  MS-64  (ICG).  Brilliant . 65 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 65 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce  at  this 

grade  level . 695 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1926  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1926- D  MS-65  Brilliant  . 795 

1926-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  just  a 

whisper  of  light  peripheral  toning . 795 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . , . 269 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,120 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1926- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1  O  S  MS-63  (\GC).  Brilliant . 79 

1927  MS-64  Brilliant . 269 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

1927- D  MS-64  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of  this 

scarce  variety . „..  609 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarcer 

than  generally  realized . 179 

1927-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 139 

1927-S  MS-64  Lustrous.  One  of  the  more  important 

coins  in  the  series . 785 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Golden  surfaces.  Hard  to  find 

this  nice . 785 

1927-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 785 

1927- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 255 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 775 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 325 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1928  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

192S-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,475 

192S-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  A  beautiful 

specimen . 1,475 

192S-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We've  been  buying 
Peace  dollars,  and  this  is  one  of  many  choice  speci¬ 
mens  recently  added  to  our  inventory . 1,475 

1928- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 329 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1928-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 105 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,350 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  hook... 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to 
Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of 
information  on  these  popular  series. 
Updated  information  with  1997  prices 
for  every  date  and  mintmark.  304  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softhound.  Stock  No.  BBM-402. 
List  price  $19.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 


Order  Today,  Enjoy  Your 
Coins  Tomorrow! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  or  Janet 
about  our  overnight  Federal  Express 
service.  Just  $10  on  orders  under  $500; 
FREE  above  that  amount.  Shipments  to 
street  addresses  anwvhere  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you'll  enjoy 
them  tomorrow! 
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$1,000,000  Silver  Dollar  Display... 

Seattle  World's  Fair  1962 


The  following  is  from  the  brochure  issued 
by  the  Behlen  Manufacturing  Company  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Nebraska  for  their  $1,000,000  silver 
dollar  display  at  the  Seattle  World's  Fair  in 
1962. 

Are  you  a  numismatist  and  don't 
know  it?  Your  presence  here  shows  defi¬ 
nite  tendencies.  But  fear  not,  there  are 
thousands  like  you.  Coins  have  fascinated 
man  through  the  ages. 

Numismatics  is  the  science  of  coins, 
medals,  and  tokens. 

The  term  "coin  collector"  hardly  does 
justice  to  the  scientific  and  historical 
knowledge  required  of  a  true  numisma¬ 
tist. 

Have  you  the  slightest  notion  of  what 
is  involved  in  handling  one  million  silver 
dollars?  At  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  counting 


$1,000,000  Silver  Dollar 

Display. ..SEATTLE  WORLD’S  FAIR  1962 


Are  You  a  nuiriuuuituct  ami  dun't  know 
it?  Your  presence  hew  ihowa  definite 
lundundai  But  fmr  not,  then*  are  thou 
nands  like  you.  Coins  have  fan  mated  Man 
through  the  og<*. 

Nuniwnuitio  ix  the  science  of  coins, 
medals,  and  tokens 

The  term  "coin-colleetor”  hardly  doe* 
justice  to  the  scientific  and  hfetoriflnl 
knowledge  required  of  a  true  numismatist 

Have  You  the  slightest  notion  of  what 
t*  involved  in  liandling  one  million  silver 
dollan?  At  the  Philadelphia  mint,  count¬ 
ing  by  machine,  it  took  one  man  eighteen 
day*  Their  total  weight  is  appmximately 
flO.OOO  ll»i .  or  .10  tom.  depending  on  the 
wear  of  (lie  coins  The  interest  for  the  «ix 
months  it  t*  tied  up  on  exhibit  at  llw  Fair 
is  I irouth  taking  Thirty  thousand  dollars' 

Tins  is  high  finance,  and  it  required 
numerous  government  and  hanking  Lend¬ 
ers,  as  well  ns  many  private  husines* 
concerns  to  make  this  educational  exhibit 
poaaihWt. 


The  Silver  Dollar  is 
part  of  Americana. 

An  interesting,  behind- 
the-scenes  look  at  this 
unique  exhibit. 


What  a  far  cry  from  the  days  when 
silver  dollars  (or  “cnrtwhccU"  as  they 
were  called  because  of  their  sire)  changed 
hands  almost  too  easily  At  the  point  of 
a  roadside  bandit's  pistol,  or  over  the 
whisky-stained  gaming  tnhle  of  Lost  Creek 
Saloon.  "Cartwheels"  paver)  the  way  Went. 
They  were  there  wlmn  the  Irish  immi¬ 
grants  sliced  across  the  prunes  laying 
railroad  tracks.  Silver  dollan.  were  the 
monthly  reward  for  stringing  humming 
telegraph  wires  over  towering  mountains. 
And.  not  too  oddly,  they  spelled  nightly 
fun  in  the  silver  and  gold  mining  towns 
of  Nevada  and  Colorado. 


This  really  great  photograph  — which  we  hadn't 
seen  before  and  knew  nothing  about  — arrived  in  the 
mail  recently.  The  sender  was  John  Hornsby,  to 
whom  we  are  quite  appreciative.  The  label  above  the 
display  reads  as  follows:  One  million  silver  dollars. 
Weight,  30  tons,  180  cubic  feet,  displayed  by  Behlen 
Manufacturing  Company,  Columbus,  Nebraska." 

A  telephone  call  to  Columbus,  Nebraska  revealed 
that  this  display  was  set  up  at  the  Seattle  World's  Fair 
in  1962  and  we  reproduce  the  text  from  the  brochure 
here. 


by  machine,  it  took  one  man  18 
days.  Their  total  weight  is  ap¬ 
proximately  60,000  lbs.,  or  30 
tons,  depending  on  the  wear  of 
the  coins.  The  interest  for  the 
six  months  it  is  tied  up  on  ex¬ 
hibit  at  the  Fair  is  breath-taking, 

$30,000! 

This  is  high  finance,  and  it 
required  numerous  government 
and  hanking  leaders,  as  well  as 
many  private  business  concerns 
to  make  this  educational  exhibit 
possible. 

What  a  far  cry  from  the 
days  when  silver  dollars  (or 
"cartwheels"  as  they  were 
called  because  of  their  size) 
changed  hands  almost  too  eas¬ 
ily.  At  the  point  of  a  roadside 
bandit's  pistol,  or  over  the 
whisky-stained  gaming  table 
of  Lost  Creek  Saloon.  "Cart¬ 
wheels"  paved  the  way  West. 

They  were  there  when  the 
Irish  immigrants  sliced  across 
the  prairies  laying  railroad 
tracks.  Silver  dollars  were  the 
monthly  reward  for  stringing 
humming  telegraph  wires  over  tower¬ 
ing  mountains.  And,  not  too  oddly,  they 
spelled  nightly  fun  in  the  silver  and 
gold  mining  towns  of  Nevada  and 
Colorado. 

But  the  silver  dollar  has  had  its  ups 
and  downs  in  our  nation's  monetary 
system.  The  first  monetary  system  es¬ 
tablished  by  Congress  in  1 792  adopted  a 
gold  dollar  (24.75  grains  pure  gold)  and 
a  silver  dollar  (371.25  grains  pure  sil¬ 
ver).  A  ratio  was  set  of  one  ounce  of 
gold  being  equal  in  value  to  15  ounces 
in  silver.  This  ratio  was  revised  twice  in 
the  1830s. 


The  value  of  silver  in  the  late  1800s 
took  a  nosedive,  and  by  the  Act  of  1873, 
Congress  discontinued  coining  silver  dol¬ 
lars.  This  so  aroused  the  western  silver 
producers  that  Congress  reversed  itself  in 
the  Bland-Allison  Act  of  1878.  But  now 
the  silver  dollar  became  only  a  "token" 
coin.  The  silver  content  was  of  less  actual 
value  than  the  money  valuation  stamped 
on  the  coin. 

The  last  silver  dollars  were  minted  in 
1935  and  contain  412.5  grains  of  silver, 
nine-tenths  fine.  They  have  the  same  char¬ 
acteristics  of  all  U.S.  coins.  Strike  against  a 
hard  surface  and  the  dollar  gives  a  hell-like 
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$1,000,000  Silver  Dollar  Display 


ring.  The  metal  content  makes  them  hard 
and  durable,  almost  impossible  to  cut  with 
an  ordinary  tool,  such  as  a  knife.  Counter¬ 
feit  coins  are  generally  easy  to  cut  because 
of  the  softer,  cheaper  metals.  The  outer  rim 
of  the  dollar  is  slightly  raised  to  protect  the 
inner  design  from  wear  and  to  make  it 
easy  to  stack  into  piles. 

To  put  one  million  of  these  genuine 
American  antiques  on  public  view,  the  Se¬ 
attle  World's  Fair  officials,  in  October, 
called  in  three  noted  Walla  Walla  numis¬ 
matists  (Barnard  Tomlinson,  Vernon 
Bosley,  Lawrence  McBride),  and  turned 
the  project  over  to  them.  They  formed 
Northwest  Historical  Medals,  Inc.,  and  in 
addition,  they  were  given  the  exclusive 
contract  to  design  and  distribute  the  nine 
official  souvenir  World's  Fair  medallions 
(each  commemorating  a  Fair  highlight 
such  as  the  Space  Needle,  Monorail, 
$1,000,000  Display,  etc.). 

In  the  concentration  to  get  the  medal¬ 
lions  ready  for  the  April  2T'  Fair  opening, 
the  $1,000,000  Display  was  left  to  last.  Not 
until  January  did  the  three  coin  authori¬ 
ties  go  prospecting  for  one  million  dollars. 

It  was  a  chance  steel  building  adver¬ 
tisement  in  a  magazine  that  directed  Mr. 
Tomlinson  to  the  Behlen  Manufacturing 
Company,  Columbus,  Nebr.  His  inquirv 
relayed  to  Walter  D.  Behlen,  president, 
said  in  essence:  “Your  steel  building  looks 
like  it  could  hold  a  million  silver  dollars. 
Do  you  want  to  furnish  the  building  and 
the  million  dollars?" 

The  startling  proposition  had  a  cer¬ 
tain  appeal  to  Mr.  Behlen.  He  discussed  it 
with  brothers  Gilbert  and  Herbert,  and 
father,  Fred,  fellow  company  officers.  Be¬ 
tween  them  they  had  skyrocketed  a  steel 
fabricating  firm  in  a  few  short  years  to 
become  one  of  Nebraska's  leading  manu¬ 
facturers.  The  answer:  affirmative. 

Columbus,  Nebr.,  population  13,000, 
located  85  miles  west  of  Omaha,  was  im¬ 
mediately  plunged  into  the  expectant  ner¬ 
vous  tension  of  Hollywood.  The  Behlen 
factory  became  harried,  skitterish,  like 
any  producer's  office.  Executives  were 
dispatched  to  Seattle.  Phone  calls  were 
placed  with  the  Treasury  Department. 

Questions  were  raised  on  the  propri¬ 
ety  of  such  a  display.  It  might  be  inter¬ 


preted  as  frivolous  or  commercial.  Colum¬ 
bus  banker  and  Nebraska  State  Senator, 
J.O.  Peck,  hurriedly  telephoned  U.S.  sena¬ 
tor  Carl  T.  Curtis  of  Nebraska  requesting 
that  he  point  out  to  Treasury  officials  the 
educational  value  of  such  a  coin  exhibit. 
Senator  Curtis  won  the  support  of  Miss 
Eva  B.  Adams,  Director  of  the  Mint,  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  Treasury 
Department  to  sell  the  Behlen  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company  one  million  silver  dol¬ 
lars. 


Million  [d)ollar  Pacts 


0*4  nudroa  utvtr  jada/t  stacked 
would  reach  d,JQO  ft  ,*to  the  thy 
Compart  this  to  th*  Space  keedb 
,000  ft.),  the  frffotT own  ■  9i 4  ft.), 
Imp/re  fata  9urtd.no  (1,150  ft.}. 
Aba.  o*o  nib  a  5J80  ft. 
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iron  ky  machine,  it  takes  o*o  non _  r 

It  days  to  count  o*a  mJbo*  silver - \  f. _ 4 
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mdbon  da/bn  would  stack  nxety 
>*  vour  Irving  room  where  the  body 
l  rand  prune  stands.  Tat  at.  HO  ea. 
ft.  Weight  is  JO  tans. 


Edge  ta  edit,  one  mlbon  stiver 
dollars  would  extend  23  nubs. 


Behlen  design¬ 
ers  labored  around 
the  clock  creating  a 
Century  21  steel  build¬ 
ing  with  their  unique 
deep-corrugated  panel  sys¬ 
tem  to  house  the  exhibit. 

Plans  were  laid  to  pick  up  the  money 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  rather  than  in 
Denver.  The  cross-country  trip  would 
help  publicize  the  Seattle  Fair,  and  towns 
along  the  way  would  get  a  preview. 

First  came  the  selection  of  the  ve¬ 
hicles  to  haul  the  costly  30-ton  cargo.  The 
Behlen  Transportation  Manager  recom¬ 
mended  use  of  two  tractor-trailer  units. 
They  had  to  be  big  and  rugged  for  the 


3,290  miles  ahead.  Miles  varying  from 
high  speed  turnpike  driving  to  low  gear 
mountainous  hairpin  curves.  And  the 
tractor-trailers  had  to  deliver!  Break¬ 
downs  could  be  costly,  $1,000,000. 

Taking  no  chances,  Chevrolet  Truck 
headquarters  in  Detroit  were  contacted 
and  asked  for  the  best  tractor  available. 
Immediately  designed  were  their  new 
Chevrolet  Cab-over  Engine  Diesels,  and 
two  were  leased  on  the  spot.  Next, 
Trailmobile,  Inc.,  Cincinnati,  one  of  the 
leading  automobile  trailer  manufacturers 
in  the  country',  was  given  the  million  dollar 
hauling  problem.  Their  answer,  two  of 
their  40-ft.  series  70  Model  C  Vans. 

Protection  during  the  transporting  of 
the  coins  from  Philadelphia  to  Seattle 
posed  a  different  set  of  problems. 

While  silver  dollars  are  "token"  coins 
the  fact  remains  that  they  are  valued  in 
the  neighborhood  of  92  cents  to  the  dollar. 
The  Brinks  Robbery  in  Boston  might  give 
some  petty  crooks  grandiose  ideas.  The 
possibility  of  hijackers  had  to  be  carefully 
weighed. 

The  Pinkerton  Academy  was  placed 
in  charge  of  working  out  the  security 
strategy,  and  the  far-from-routine  insur¬ 
ance  assigned  was  turned  over  to  The 
Hartford  Insurance  Group.  Six  men  were 
detailed  by  Pinkerton  to  travel  with  the 
money  constantly.  In  addition,  Pinkerton 
offices  near  the  nightly  stopovers 
would  supply  extra  local  protec¬ 
tion.  Too,  all  state  and  city  police 
along  the  route  were  queried  in 
advance,  and  all  promised  fullest 
cooperation. 

The  Hartford  Group  head¬ 
quarters  in  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
put  their  many  years  experience  to 
work  analyzing  all  possible  hazards.  The 
cost  of  such  an  unusual  policy  was  deter¬ 
mined  by  numerous  conditions,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  armed  guards,  the  proximity  of  the 
general  public  to  the  money  at  any  one 
time,  etc. 

The  insurance  office  considered  that 
the  silver  dollars  would  be  carried  in  the 
trailers  in  large,  steel  "strong  boxes," 
welded  shut.  This  was  in  case  a  trailer 
should  overturn,  loose  silver  dollars 
would  not  be  strewn  over  the  landscape. 
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$ 1,000,000  Silver  Dollar  Display 


The  Behlen  production  staff  made  four  4' 
wide  x  7'  long  x  3'  deep  heavy  gauge 
boxes  of  Vi"  steel.  Each  would  hold 
250,000  silver  dollars  or  7Vi  tons.  Plans 
called  for  two  such  steel  chests  in  each 
trailer,  bolted  tightly  to  the  floor  above 
each  trailer  axle. 

At  the  fair  itself,  during  the  six 
months  the  $1,000,000  is  on  exhibit,  Hart¬ 
ford  Insurance  and  Pinkerton  will  main¬ 
tain  an  ever-alert  interest  in  the  display. 
To  expand  the  protection  and  lessen  the 
chance  of  human  carelessness,  a  ring  of 
"electric  eyes"  will  provide  an  invisible 
wall  to  safeguard  the  coins.  Any  object, 
human  or  otherwise,  penetrating  the 
"wall"  will  immediately  set  off  an  alarm 
that  will  be  a  signal  to  seal  all  existing 


gates  from  the  Fairgrounds. 

The  Behlen  steel  building  containing 
the  money  is  almost  a  "strongbox"  in  it¬ 
self.  It  is  this  very  same  Behlen  panel  sys¬ 
tem  that  withstood  an  A-bomb  blast  in 
the  civil  defense  tests  of  May,  1955,  at 
Yucca  Flats,  Nevada.  This  same  Behlen 
principle  of  construction  is  used  for 
schools,  factories,  warehouses,  shopping 
centers,  etc.,  and  just  recently  for  com¬ 
munity  and  family  blast-resistant/fallout 
shelters. 

What  manner  of  company  can  leap 
into  numismatology  on  a  million  dollar 
scale,  and  mix  it  with  the  highly  competi¬ 
tive  business  of  manufacturing  and  sell¬ 
ing  farm  grain  storage  tanks,  corn  cribs 
and  steel  buildings?  The  Behlen  Manu¬ 


facturing  Company  is  as  singularly 
American  as  the  silver  dollars  they  are 
displaying.  As  personified  by  the  three 
Behlen  brothers  and  their  father,  it  is  a 
vigorous,  going  concern.  Confidence  per¬ 
meates  the  plant.  Confidence  in  their 
company,  confidence  in  America,  and 
confidence  in  the  capitalistic  system. 
Their  success  story  dropped  by  airplane 
over  Russia  would  shake  the  most  ardent 
Comrade  and  State-Planner.  You  perhaps 
have  read  of  their  unique  business  for¬ 
tunes  in  Time,  Fortune,  or  Reader's  Digest 
in  recent  years. 

One  problem  still  confronts  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  Behlens:  What  to  do  with  the  one 
million  coins  in  October  when  the  Fair  is  over? 

Maybe  you  have  a  good  suggestion. 


Lots  of  Offers  " Out  There"! 


The  following  is  from  "Know  What 
You're  Buying,  Then  Send  Money”  by 
Kenneth  Bressett,  The  Numismatist, 
January  1999.  It  caught  our  fancy  and  we 
think  you'll  get  a  kick  out  of  it  too.  Of 
course,  while  the  offer  sounds  silly  and 
improbable  to  knowledgeable  collectors, 
no  doubt  it  is  very  serious,  exciting,  and 
enticing  to  certain  members  of  the  public. 

Ken  Bressett,  a  consumer  advocate, 
commented: 

Not  all  ads  that  look  suspicious  are 
as  bad  as  they  seem.  A  case  in  point  is 
one  that  appeared  in  a  Sunday  newspa¬ 
per  offering  a  reproduction  of  "The 
First  United  States  Dollar  Coin."  I  re¬ 
ceived  several  letters  about  this  ad  be¬ 
cause  it  had  all  the  elements  that  usu¬ 
ally  send  up  a  red  flag.  The  biggest 
problem  was  that  it  offered  a  reproduc¬ 
tion,  although  this  was  clearly  stated  in 
the  text. 

Those  who  wrote  me  questioned  the 
legality  of  the  piece,  and  how  it  could  be 
sold  without  the  mandatory  word 
"COPY"  on  it.  They  also  wanted  to 
know  more  about  the  metal  content  and 
price  (which  actually  seemed  reason¬ 
able  at  only  $4.95).  There  just  weren't 


enough  facts.  And  to  further  complicate 
things,  the  illustration  looked  almost  too 
good  to  be  a  replica. 

I  spoke  to  the  distributor  of  this  item, 
and  he  told  me  he  had  wanted  to  offer 
real  Spanish-American  "pieces  of  eight" 
to  his  customers,  but  just  couldn't  get 
enough  nice  coins.  So  he  decided  to  make 
some  reproductions  and  promote  them 
as  educational  copies  honoring  the  first 
dollar  coin.  They  would  be  souvenir 
medals,  so  to  speak,  to  remind  people  of 
the  coins  that  circulated  in  this  country 
until  1857. 

The  mementos  offered  in  this  ad  were 
indeed  close  copies  of  the  original  Spanish 
coins:  the  same  size  and  design,  and  so 
well  made  that  buyers  even  got  "a  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  Authenticity  to  verify  the  accuracy 
of  this  reproduction,  and  its  limited  pro¬ 
duction."  (It  never  ceases  to  amaze  me  that 
some  people  actually  require  a  certificate 
stating  that  something  is  an  "authentic  re¬ 
production"). 

The  one  major  difference  is  that  these 
pieces  are  not  silver  like  the  originals.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ad,  they  are  "made  of  distinc¬ 
tive  non-silver  alloy,  to  meet  government 
standards  for  collector  reproductions." 


The  promoter  assured  me  there  was 
no  intent  to  deceive  with  these  memen¬ 
tos,  and  those  ordering  by  telephone  re¬ 
ceived  a  free  Eisenhower  dollar.  Not 
bad,  but  how  about  the  picture?  Well, 
the  ad  went  to  press  before  the  replicas 
were  ready,  so  they  used  a  photograph 
of  a  real  coin.  That  was  why  it  did  not 
include  the  word  "COPY." 

Apparently  these  limited-edition 
souvenirs  did  not  draw  any  complaints 
from  paying  customers,  but  they  sure 
did  catch  the  attention  of  the  numis¬ 
matic  community.  I'd  like  to  think  some 
of  the  buyers  might  go  on  to  collect  real 
coins. 

Speaking  of  offers  "out  there,"  it 
seems  that  there  is  an  entire  numis¬ 
matic  counter-culture  on  television 
shopping  programs,  whereby  common 
to  slightly  scarce  coins  are  given  de¬ 
scriptions  that  befit  the  greatest  of  rari¬ 
ties,  and  viewers  are  told,  for  example, 
that  a  coin  with  a  "regular  price"  of 
$495  is  available  for  "only"  $395  while 
limited  supplies  last.  The  only  trouble 
is  that  your  neighborhood  rare  coin 
shop  could  probably  provide  a  similar 
coin  for,  say,  $175. 
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You’ve  come  to  the  right  place  for 

Supplies 

“ Certified  Coin  Estate” 
Display  Album  Cases 

This  great  “top  of  the  line”  product  consists  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden  case  which 
opens  like  a  book — accented  with  brass  hinges  and  an  engravable  brass  nameplate. 
Within  are  three  removable  leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is  die-cut  with  nine  openings 
suitable  for  displaying  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  and/or  ANACS  plastic  hold¬ 
ers.  Thus,  the  album  will  showcase  in  a  deluxe  manner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these  cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108  coins,  would  do  jus¬ 
tice  to  the  finest  collection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1021  ever  formed. 

Here  is  how  to  order: 

CCE-001:  Deluxe  wooden  hook- 
style  album  with  three  trays  (specify 
choice  of  trays;  mix  or  match:  green 
for  PCGS  only;  blue  for  NGC  and/or 
PCI  only;  black  “universal”  holder 
for  various  types  of  “slabs”  mixed  in 
the  same  tray).  $144. 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only, 
green  background.  Suitable  for  PCGS 
only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins. 
$19.95. 

CCE-021:  Display  tray  only,  blue 
background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/ 
or  PCI  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal”  type  suitable  for 
mixing  and  matching  in  the  same  tray  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style 
ANACS  “slabs.”  Our  most  versatile  tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $22.95. 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  if  the 
trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album.  $9.95. 

CCE-040:  NEW!  Certified  Coin  Estate  Portfolio.  Holds  up  to  18  coins  (3x3)  in¬ 
cluding  in  NGC,  PCGS,  PCI,  SEGS,  and  both  ANACS  holders.  Looks  and  feels  like 
soft  black  leather,  folds  at  center  and  interlocks  as  a  portfolio  for  easy  transportation. 
$34.95. 


Bausch  &  Lomb 
Pocket 
Magnifying 
Glasses 

Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of 
two  lenses  in  durable  plastic  case;  two 
lenses  fold  into  case,  which  serves  as 
handle.  Yields  4X  to  9X  power.  Wide 
field  of  vision  permits  easy  inspection  of 
coins  for  grading,  enjoyment,  etc.  Our 
favorite  all-purpose  glass.  $23. (not  pic¬ 
tured) 


Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triplet 
lens  system,  highly  corrected  optical 
glass,  swings  into  chrome-plated  case 
which  serves  as  handle.  7X  power. 
Somewhat  limited  field  of  vision;  excel¬ 
lent  for  detail  work  (overdates,  die  vari¬ 
eties,  repunched  letters,  etc.).  $44. 


Stock  No.  BL- 
5X:  Inexpensive 

"Packette"  5X  mag¬ 
nifier  of  molded 
optical  plastic. 
Folds  into  plastic 
case.  A  good 
pocket  glass 
with  good  field 
of  vision. 
Priced  inex¬ 
pensively;  if 
you  lose  it, 
you  can  eas¬ 
ily  buy  an¬ 
other.  $9. 


Free  B&M  Belt  Clip 

Have  you  ever  lost  your  magnifying  glass  or  keys?  This  little  metal-cased 
“reel”  consists  of  a  plastic-coated  woven  wire,  two  feet  long,  which  attaches  to  a 
belt  loop  or  pocket  edge.  At  the  end  of  the  wire  is  a  key  ring  which  retracts  into 
the  reel  as  soon  as  you  let  go.  Decorated  with  the  Bowers  and  Merena  “griffin” 
logotype  and  inscription.  FREE  with  any  purchase  of  $50  or  more  from  this 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Rn'icw,  while  supplies  last.  Be  sure  to  mention  it  when 
you  place  your  order!  ( Ma/jnifier  not  included) 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


4 


1934-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,350 


1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,350 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

gold  peripheral  toning . 645 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 


Choice  and  Rare  1934-S  Peace  $1 


;COD-WH 


1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated  grade, 
and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace 
dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A  prize  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  specialist.  In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  you  should  be  able  to  find  this  or  another 
grade  level,  and  fill  the  1934-S  opening  in  your 
collection . 2,795 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  over  25  dedicated  professionals  are 
on  hand  to  provide  what  we  consider 
to  be  the  finest  value,  quality,  and  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  coin  hobby  today.  Join  our 
"family”  of  happy  customers! 


Another  Rare  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  the  key  issue  in  the  Peace  silver 
dollar  series . 2,795 

A  Final  MS-63  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces. .  2,795 


1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce.  A  dandy 
1934-S  at  this  grade  level . 1,750 

1934- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 679 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 679 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue . 1,225 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  a  whisper 

of  light  rose  peripheral  toning . 1,225 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 


Trade  Dollars 


We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  trade  dollars  in¬ 
cluding  new  purchases.  Among  the  listings  are  many 
pieces  in  a  group  acquired  from  the  Orient — the  coins 
having  been  on  that  side  of  the  Pacific  for  more  than 
a  century! 

1873  Proof-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  specimen  at 
this  grade  level  of  the  first  Proof  issue  in  the  se¬ 


ries . 1,295 

1873  MS-62.  Brilliant . 975 

1873-CC  AU-53.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1873-S  AU-58.  A  lovely  specimen . 650 

1873- S  EF-45.  Brilliant . 375 

1874- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1874-S  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 165 


JIWJ 


Where  are  Robert  Ripley  (of  "Believe  It  Or  Not"  fame)  and  Richard  Halliburton 
(of  the  "Wonders  of  the  Ancient  World")  now  that  we  need  them?  We  did  a  double  take 
when  we  saw  this  upside-down  building  in  Orlando  (not  Australia),  just  down  the  street 
from  our  auction  site.  We  later  learned  that  it  was  built  that  way,  although  it  looks  as 
though  it  had  just  fallen  from  the  sky.  Inside  are  a  museum  and  electronic  arcade.  (By 
our  candid  photographer  on  duty  during  our  Orlando  Rarities  Sale  in  January.) 
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1874-S  EF-45 .  209 

1874-S  Chopmarked.  EF45 . 159 

1874-S  EF-40 . 185 

1874- S  Chopmarked.  EF-40 .  135 

1875- CC  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  AU-50 . 179 

1875-CC  Type  I/I.  EF-40.  Nicely  toned . 245 


Attractive  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  All  designs 
are  sharply  defined  save  for  a  few  obverse  stars. 


Do  Roman  paramedics  refer  to  IV's  as 
"4's"? 

If  a  pig  loses  its  voice,  is  it  disgruntled? 

If  careless  means  without  care,  why 
doesn't  wreckless  mean  without  wreck? 

If  lawyers  are  disbarred  and  clergymen 
defrocked,  doesn't  it  follow  that  electricians 
can  be  delighted,  musicians  denoted,  cow¬ 
boys  deranged,  models  deposed,  tree  sur¬ 
geons  debarked,  and  dry  cleaners  de¬ 
pressed? 

If  love  is  blind,  why  is  lingerie  so  popu¬ 
lar? 

If  you  ate  pasta  and  antipasto,  would  you 
still  be  hungry? 

If  you  mixed  vodka  with  orange  juice  and 
milk  of  magnesia,  would  you  get  a  Phillips 
Screwdriver? 

If  you  take  a  Chinese  person  and  spin 
him  around  several  times,  does  he  become 
disoriented? 

When  cheese  gets  its  picture  taken,  what 
does  it  say? 

When  someone  asks  you,  "a  penny  for 
your  thoughts"  and  you  put  your  two  cents 
in,  what  happens  to  the  other  penny? 

Why  can't  you  make  another  word  using 
all  the  letters  in  "anagram"?  Why  is  it  that  no 
word  in  the  English  language  rhymes  with 
month,  orange,  silver,  or  purple? 

Why  do  overlook  and  oversee  mean 


A  lovely  coin  for  the  specialist . 2,995 

On  the  Type  I  obverse,  the  ends  of  the  obverse  scroll 
with  LIBERTY  upon  it  point  to  the  viewer" s  left,  while  those 
same  scroll  ends  point  downward  on  the  Type  II  obverse.  On 
the  Type  I  reverse,  there  is  a  berry  below  the  branch  at  the 
eagle's  left  (viewer's  right)  talon,  while  that  berry  is  missing 
from  the  design  on  the  Type  II  reverse. 

1875-S  MS-63  (NCC).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  AU-50 . 159 

1875-S  Type  1/ 1.  EF-45 . 179 

1875-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF-45 . 149 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  EF40 .  165 

1875- S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  EF40 . 145 

1876  Type  1/1.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  gold  toning.  1,195 
1876  Type  1/1 1.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  We  guarantee 
you  will  be  pleased . 1,450 

1876- S  Type  1/1.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lilac  toning  1,195 

!  876  S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/L  AU-50 . 159 

1876-S  Type  1/ 1.  EF40 . 165 

1876-S  Chopmarked.  Type  I/I.  F.F40 . 145 


opposite  things? 

Whv  do  we  drive  on  a  parkway,  but 
park  in  a  driveway? 

Why  do  we  say  something  is  out  of 
whack?  What  is  a  whack? 

Why  do  women  wear  evening  gowns  to 
nightclubs?  Shouldn't  they  be  wearing 
night  gowns? 

Why  don't  tomb,  comb,  and  bomb 
rhyme?  What  about  tough,  through,  and  ugh? 

Why  is  a  person  who  plays  the  piano 
called  a  pianist,  but  a  person  who  drives  a 
race  car  not  called  a  racist? 

Why  is  a  procrastinator's  work  never 
done? 

Why  are  a  wise1  man  and  wise  guy  oppo¬ 
sites? 

Why  is  it  that  if  someone  tells  you  that 
there  are  1  billion  stars  in  the  universe  you 
will  believe  them,  but  if  they  tell  you  a  wall 
has  wet  paint  you  will  have  to  touch  it  to  be 
sum? 

Whv  is  it  that  we  recite  at  a  play  and  play 
at  a  recital? 

Why  is  the  man  who  invests  all  your 
money  called  a  broker? 

Why,  when  I  wind  up  my  watch,  1  start 
it,  but  when  I  wind  up  a  project,  1  end  it? 

Again,  thanks  to  our  Internet  watchers,  Beth 
Eastman,  Kathy  Fuller,  and  Chris  Karstedt,  who 
send  us  such  things! 


1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements 
the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  golden  brown  can  be 
seen  at  the  obverse  periphery.  Notable  as  the  last 
trade  dollar  issue  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
in  business  strike  format.  All  subsequent  dates 

from  that  mint  are  Proof-only  issues . 1,395 

1877  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 135 

1877  Chopmarked.  VF-30 . 119 

1877-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  even  pale  golden  toning.  A  lovely  coin  that 
exhibits  many  attributes  of  a  higher  grade.  ..  945 

1877-S  Chopmarked.  AU-55 . 169 

1H77-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . „ . 245 

1877-S  Chopmarked.  AU-50 . 159 

1877-S  EF45 . 195 

1877-S  EF40 . 169 

1877- S  Chopmarked.  EF-40 . 145 

1878- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  1,295 

Choice  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 


1879  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  A  choice 
specimen. . . 3,495 


Hoardlet  from  the  Orient! 

1S74-CC  AU-50.  We  recently  purchased  a  fxwdkt  of  trade 
dollars  recently  brought  hack  from  the  Orient!  Each 
coin  ts  lightly  cleaned  (the  person  finding  these  was  not 
a  numismatist!),  but  is  quite  attractive;  your  complete 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed,  as  always.  These  hav  e  been 
selling  quicklv,  at  the  special  low  prices  we  have  as¬ 
signed  to  each,  and  our  holdings  (which  include  mul- 
tiple  specimens  of  most  Issues)  are  rapidly  dwindling! 


Check  this  and  the  following  listings . 319 

1874-S  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 209 

1874- S  EF45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 185 

1875- CC  Type  I/I.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 220 

1875-CC  Type  I/I.  EF45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 205 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 165 

1875- S  Type  I/I.  EF45.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 159 

1876- S  Type  I/II.  AU-50.  Ex  Orient  hoard! . 210 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  — and  always  has 
been  — since  we  began  business  in  1953. 
If  you  are  a  serious  numismatist,  let  us 
help  you  find  the  special  pieces  you've 
been  looking  for. 


Our  Marvelous  Language 
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This  &  That 


MOST  UTILIZED?:  in  a  recent  auc¬ 
tion  catalogue,  March  13,  1999,  Lot  358, 
Charles  Davis  described  our  March  26-28, 
1987  sale,  the  Frederick  B.  Taylor  Collec¬ 
tion,  317  pages,  3915  lots,  as  "The  Bible  of 
the  colonial  and  state  coinage  specialists, 
and  probably  the  most  utilized  auction 
catalogue  ever  produced  in  this  country." 

AMONG  THE  MOST  INTEREST¬ 
ING  articles  seen  recently  was  "Could  di¬ 
nosaurs  see  in  3-D?"  by  Ron  Keas,  in  a 
Stereo  World,  excerpt:  "Could  dinosaurs 
see  in  3-D?  Paleontologists  believe  that 
most  dinosaurs  were  not  capable  of  seeing 
in  3-D  because  their  eyes 
are  on  the  sides  of  their 
heads  like  a  pigeon.  The 
exceptions  were  probably 
the  predatory  dinosaurs: 

T.  Rex,  Deinonychus  and 
the  dromeosaurs.  Their 
eyes  were  closer  to  the 
center  of  their  heads. 

They  could  look  straight 
ahead!" 

V)  V’ 

WE'VE  NEVER  BEEN  THERE  and 
probably  never  will  be,  but  we  enjoy  read¬ 
ing  about  it:  Guam,  in  the  remote  Pacific, 
is  the  home  to  150,000  people,  plus 
1,000,000  tourists.  The  biggest  and  busiest 
store  in  Guam  is  K-Mart,  "where  20%  of 
the  population  visits  each  weekend." 
( Washington  Post). 

AGELESS:  "Ed  Rochette  seems 
likely  to  become  the  permanent  interim 
ANA  Executive  Director,"  according  to  a 
recent  comment  by  David  L.  Ganz  in  the 
"Coin  Market  Insider's  Report."  Well, 
your  editor  (QDB)  plans  to  live  to  be  124 
years  old,  but  it  seems  as  though  Ed 
Rochette  plans  to  live  forever.  Go  for  it,  Ed! 


INTERESTING  AND  TRUE:  "Mint 
State  Trade  Dollars:  MS-63  examples 
scarcer  than  MS-66  Morgans,"  a  headline 
seen  in  a  recent  column  by  Randy 
Campbell  in  Coin  World.  Of  course,  one 
rule  does  not  fit  all,  but  what  he  said  is  in¬ 
teresting  and  is  certainly  true  —  in  general, 
there  are  a  lot  more  MS-66  Morgan  silver 
dollars  around  than  there  are  MS-63  trade 
dollars. 

USA  TODAY  had  an  article  titled 
"Mine  Ends  Chapter  of  Colorado  His¬ 
tory,"  by  Patrick  O'Driscoll.  It  stated  that 


the  Black  Cloud  Mine  operated  by  Asarco 
in  this  high  Colorado  town  was  shutting 
down.  However,  upon  close  reading  it 
says  that  this  particular  mine  opened  in 
1969 -thus,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  a  late¬ 
comer.  The  article  further  noted:  "The 
Cloud... produced  175,000  ounces  of  sil¬ 
ver,  6,000  ounces  of  gold,  9,000  tons  of 
zinc  and  3,000  tons  of  lead  every  year.  But 
like  diggings  elsewhere  in  the  West,  it  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  rock-bottom  metals  prices  and 
too  few  bodies  of  new  ore  to  mine  eco¬ 
nomically."  This  reminded  your  editor 
(QDB)  about  a  trip  to  Leadville  a  long 
time  ago,  probably  in  the  1960s,  when  we 
went  with  our  friend,  Art  Reblitz,  to  this 
town  and  stayed  in  the  Vendome  Hotel,  a 
rather  dilapidated  but  very  historical 


place.  It  was  in  the  middle  of  the  winter, 
and  it  was  really  freezing  outside.  Among 
the  places  visited  was  the  long-closed 
Crystal  Palace  Saloon,  which  years  earlier 
had  as  an  attraction  a  large  Wurlitzer 
orchestrion  subsequently  acquired  by 
your  editor. 

Ao 

A  BOOK  WE'D  LIKE  TO  READ:  It 

would  be  great  if  someone  were  to  write 
a  book  about  Conrad  Kiichler,  an  en¬ 
graver  who  flourished  at  the  turn  of  the 
19th  century  and  worked  at  the  Soho 
Mint  (Boulton  &  Watt).  Among  other 
things,  he  created  dies  for  the  beautiful 
1796  P.P.P.  Myddelton 
copper,  the  1796  Wash¬ 
ington  "Seasons"  med¬ 
als,  and  the  1804  Bank 
of  England  dollar. 

V> 

BY  MOST  AC¬ 
COUNTS,  Charles 
Cushing  Wright  was 
the  pre-eminent  Ameri¬ 
can  engraver  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  quarter  of  the  19th  century.  Your  edi¬ 
tor  has  a  very  nice  file  on  Wright,  and  one 
of  these  years  a  book,  or  at  least  a  mono¬ 
graph,  may  result.  The  earliest-dated  of 
his  presently  collectible  productions  is  a 
rather  modest,  but  historically  significant 
Washington/ Lafayette  medalet,  just  9 
mm.  in  diameter,  the  dies  for  which  were 
used  to  counterstamp  copper  cents, 
Capped  Bust  half  dollars,  and  other  coins 
in  honor  of  the  return  visit  to  America  of 
Lafayette,  the  French  hero  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution. 

V> 

RETURN  TO  ITS  ROOTS:  The  re¬ 
cent  purchase  by  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  of  a  nice  building  on  William 
Street,  just  a  few  steps  from  Wall  Street  in 
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downtown  New  York  City,  will  place  the 
Society  close  to  its  point  of  origin,  which 
was  the  upstairs  apartment  of  Augustus  B. 
Sage's  family  at  121  Essex  Street. 

V>  V’  V- 

SOUNDS  LIKE  GOOD  ADVICE: 
"If  at  first  you  don't  succeed,  skydiving  is 
not  for  you!"  ( Bits  and  Pieces) 

V-  V)  **■ 

THE  EASY  WAY  TO  RICHES?:  The 
following  is  from  the  Dow  Theory  Letters, 
written  by  Richard  Russell,  here 
excerpted:  "The  widely  circulated 
Money  magazine  (October  1997' s 
"Silver  Anniversary  Issue")  is  a 
study  in  greed  and  goofiness.  The 
cover  blares,  "Get  It  All."  Cover 
stories  include,  "Retire  young  the 
smart  way,"  "Double  your  money 
in  five  years  or  less,"  and  "Secure 
your  family's  future."  A  featured 
article  is  entitled,  "America  25 
Years  From  Now."  This  story  tells 
us  that  in  25  years  "America  will 
in  many  ways  resemble  what  you 
see  right  here:  a  snapshot  of  Hol¬ 
lywood,  Florida.  That's  right,  in 
25  years."  And  we  see  a  happy 
family,  smiling  amid  flowers  and 
palm  trees...  What  struck  me, 
however,  was  the  unadulterated 
greed  and  "easy  money"  attitude 
of  Money.  I'm  not  a  pessimist,  but 
I  know:  (1)  there's  no  easy  way  to 
make  money;  (2)  there's  no  way  to 
predict  the  future  a  year  from 
now,  much  less  25  years  from  now;  and 
(3)  if  there's  a  formula  or  secret  to  finding 
the  pot  of  gold,  you  won't  find  it  in  Money 
magazine  or  any  other  magazine.  The  fi¬ 
nancial  pot  of  gold  comes  from  hard 
work,  a  lot  of  hard  thinking,  an  adventur¬ 
ous  disposition,  and  a  goodly  portion  of 
luck." 

Hj  V-  **> 

STRANGE  BUT  TRUE:  Although 
the  Treasury  Department  endeavored  to 
keep  records  on  what  it  was  doing,  appar¬ 
ently  all  information  was  lost  concerning 
the  rare  1870-S  Liberty  Seated  silver  dol¬ 
lar.  Perhaps  200  to  300  were  made  — who 
knows?  The  Mint  Report  doesn't  mention 
them  at  all.  Ditto  for  the  1870-S  half  dime. 
And,  the  1870-S  gold  dollar  has  its  own 


story:  3,000  were  struck,  but  it  is  quite 
possible  that  1,000  of  these  were  made 
from  a  reverse  die  lacking  the  S  mint- 
mark— someone  forgot  to  include  it. 

V’  V>  **>  */j 

MISSING  MINTMARKS:  The  pre¬ 
ceding  reminds  us  that  absent  S  mintmarks 
occurred  a  few  other  times  and,  in  fact, 
mention  is  made  of  them  in  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review.  All  1925  Vancouver 
commemorative  half  dollars  were  struck  at 


the  San  Francisco  Mint,  but  someone  for¬ 
got  to  add  the  mintmark  to  the  die.  All 
1883  Hawaiian  silver  coins  made  for  circu¬ 
lation  were  similarly  struck  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  again  without  any  mint- 
mark  to  give  a  clue  as  to  their  origin. 

V’  *st.> 

A  PEEK  AT  THE  FUTURE:  Coming 
down  the  pike  is  another  book  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  one  that  has  required  a  great  deal 
of  archival  research  and,  as  is  often  true 
with  Dave's  projects,  a  lot  of  very  fine  help 
from  research  assistants  and  associates.  It 
all  began  when  we  were  consigned  the 
Childs  Collection,  which  includes  the  fin¬ 
est  known  specimen  of  the  1804  silver  dol¬ 
lar— a  glittering  gem  Proof  of  virtual  per¬ 
fection.  Dave  did  a  bit  of  checking  into  its 


This  &  That 


background,  especially  its  connection  with 
having  been  presented  to  the  Sultan  of 
Muscat  on  October  1,  1835  by  Edmund 
Roberts.  It  was  quickly  learned  that  Rob¬ 
erts  in  his  time  (1784-1836)  lived  in  Ports¬ 
mouth,  New  Hampshire,  less  than  50  miles 
from  where  our  offices  are  today.  By  fortu¬ 
itous  circumstance,  the  Roberts  family  pa¬ 
pers  were  located  in  the  New  Hampshire 
Historical  Society —  providing  a  window 
on  this  interesting  individual,  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  was  a  special  envoy  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  and  who  jour¬ 
neyed  to  Muscat  and  Siam  to 
meet  the  rulers  there.  What 
started  out  as  a  auction  catalogue 
description  quickly  escalated  to  a 
monograph,  but  now  the  draft  is 
well  over  100  pages  in  length, 
and  a  book  is  in  the  offing.  It  is 
too  early  to  make  any  pre-publi¬ 
cation  announcements,  but  we 
will  have  more  to  say  in  a  few 
months. 

V  •  V-  V-  V- 

WHO  HAS  ONE?  We  have 
a  client  who  would  give  the 
proverbial  eyetooth  — or,  per¬ 
haps  close  to  it  —  for  a  very  nice 
1S94-S  Barber  dime.  Any  offers? 
V*  V’  V- 

JUSTICE  HARRY  BLACK- 
MUN,  distinguished  member  of 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  passed 
away  on  March  4.  Some  years 
ago,  during  the  inauguration  cer¬ 
emonies  for  President  Ronald  Reagan, 
your  editor  attended  a  private  dinner  held 
in  a  Washington  home.  Quite  a  few  lumi¬ 
naries  were  on  hand,  and  as  luck  would 
have  it,  I  was  seated  at  the  same  table  as 
Justice  Blackmun  and  his  wife.  As  our  firm 
was  distributing  the  Reagan  inaugural 
medals,  I  had  a  sample  in  my  pocket.  Dur¬ 
ing  a  lull  in  the  conversation,  I  passed  the 
medal  around  the  table,  and  Mrs. 
Blackmun  admired  it  greatly,  at  which  time 
I  asked  her  to  keep  it  with  my  compli¬ 
ments.  Justice  Blackmun,  sitting  nearby, 
said  something  to  the  effect,  "As  a  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  I  suppose  I  could 
demand  this  and  get  it  for  myself."  To 
which  his  wife  replied,  "I  don't  think  so, 
for  possession  is  nine  points  of  the  law." 
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United  States  Gold  Coins 


We  offer  a  very  pleasing  selection  of  gold  coins 
from  dollars  through  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has 
been  carefully  selected  to  offer  a  combination  of  excel¬ 
lent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus  good  value 
for  the  price  we  ask. 

Gold  Dollars 


Our  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes  examples  of 
each  of  the  three  types:  Type  I  (1849-1854),  Type  II 
(1854-1856),  and  Type  III  (1856-1889). 

1851  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type  set. .  1,595 
1853  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1854  Type  I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 

trous.  An  outstanding  example  of  the  final  year  of 
Type  I  gold  dollar  coinage . 1,395 

Mint  State  1854  Type  II  Gold  $1 


1854  Type  II.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous, 
very  attractive  example  of  this  highly  desired  de¬ 
sign  type.  If  you  have  been  seeking  just  the  right 
combination  of  grade  and  value  for  your  type  set, 


this  piece  may  be  the  answer . 7,495 

1855  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC) . 1,350 


1855-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Lovely  and  lustrous.  This  is  the 
only  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  of  the  Type  II  de¬ 
sign . 2,395 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,250 

1857-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  is  a  rare  date  in  the 
higher  range  of  circulated  grades  (and  even  rarer 
yet  in  Mint  State) . 1,750 

There  is  a  little  story  about  this  coin,  just  purchased. 
When  Dave  was  gathering  photographs  for  his  forthcoming 
book.  The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  Jonathan, "  he  checked  our 
photographic  archives  for  an  1857-S  gold  dollar,  a  part  of  the 
extensive  series  of  coin  illustrations  he  was  gathering  for  what 
is  probably  the  most  informative  treatment  ever  made  in  book 
form  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint's  early  era.  Lo  and  behold!  We 
didn't  have  a  picture,  simply  because  all  of  the  ones  we've  sold 
in  sales  in  the  past  decade  or  two  have  been  in  such  grades  as 
VF  and  EF,  and  not  illustrated.  So,  Mark  Borckardt,  after  quite 
a  bit  of  diligent  searching,  bought  this  beauty,  which  our 


award-winning  staff  photographer  Doug  Plasencia  snapped, 
and  now  we  offer  it  for  sale. 


Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 


1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  You'll  like  the  quality  of  this 
1859-S  gold  dollar,  which,  at  this  grade  level  is 


quite  rare . 2,195 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beautiful . 1,150 

1862  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 515 


Famous  1870-S  Gold  $1  Rarity 


1870-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  splendid  brilliant  and  frosty 
specimen  of  the  only  San  Francisco  Mint  gold 
dollar  struck  after  1860,  a  low-mintage  (just  3,000 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA’S 

i  'AirVMAK 


Our  Next  Three  Coin  Shows 

April  15-18, 1999 

Early  American  Coppers  Convention 
Cincinnati,  OH 

April  22-25, 1999 

Central  States  Convention 
Milwaukee,  WI 

June  3-6, 1999 

Long  Beach  Exposition 
Long  Beach,  CA 


or,  possibly,  just  2,000  were  struck)  classic.  7,750 

Superb  Gem  Uncirculated  1871  Gold  $1 


1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  strong 
lustre  and  reflective  fields.  A  lovely  gem  survivor 
from  a  business  strike  mintage  of  3,900  pieces,  a 
specimen  that  would  be  at  home  in  any  cabinet  of 
gold  coins . 4,995 

Rare  Mint  State  1872  Gold  $1 


1872  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  scarce  date  in  any 
grade . 2,550 

We  invite  you  to  become  acquainted  with  gold  dollars. 
In  fact,  you  might  want  to  start  now  reading  all  you  can.  Later 
this  year  and  in  2000  we  will  be  offering  many  wonderful  gold 


1999  Auction  Schedule 

May  7-9, 1999 

New  York  City,  NY 

May  29-30, 1999 

Los  Angeles,  CA 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

August  9, 1999 

Chicago,  IL 
The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

August  29-31, 1999 

New  York  City,  NY 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

October  1-3, 1999 

New  York  City,  NY 
The  Bass  Sale  -  Part  II 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Jk  - 

dollars  (and  other  gold  coins)  from  the  Harry  Bass  Collection, 
and  with  some  knowledge  gained  in  the  meantime,  you'll  be 
in  a  position  to  appreciate  the  offerings  as  they  occur 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . . 1,595 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,250 


Gem  1874  Gold  Dollar 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  in  this  gem 


grade . 2,695 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1874  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 


Important  1887  Gold  Dollar 


1887  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright,  lustrous  yellow  gold  with 

faint  traces  of  orange  toning . 2,795 

1888  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  specimen  from 

a  nice  group  of  high-grade  gold  dollars  recently 
added  to  our  inventory . 1,195 

1889  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive  1,650 
1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  specimen  of 

the  last  year  of  the  denomination . 1,150 

1889  MS-62.  Brilliant 

Quarter  Eagles 

Quarter  eagles  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
range  from  the  1802/1  onward  and  include  along  the 
way  a  nice  selection  of  "types"  as  well  as  scarce  issues 
and  high-grade  pieces. 

Lustrous  180^1  Overdate  Quarter  Eagle 
Rare  Die  Marriage 


180^1  Breen-2.  Rarity-6.  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  green¬ 
ish  gold  with  considerable  lustre  and  slightly  re¬ 
flective  reverse  fields.  The  Breen-2  die 
combination  is  an  important  rarity  for  the  variety 
specialist  with  this  example  being  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  known . 16,750 

Another  "eye  break,"  a  little  bit  of  history: 

In  April  1802,  the  United  States  learned  that  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  of  France  had  secured  the  return  of  the  Louisiana 
Territory  via  a  secret  treaty  with  Spain.  President  Jefferson 
sought  to  buy  land  on  the  lower  Mississippi  River  to  use  as  a 
port,  but  the  U  S.  minister  to  France,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  was 
unsuccessful.  In  October  1802,  the  remaining  Spanish  officials 
in  New  Orleans  refused  to  let  American  ships  use  the  port.  The 


prospect  of  continuing  difficulties  prompted  Jefferson  in  1803 
to  negotiate  the  purchase  of  the  Territory  from  France.  The 
Enabling  Act,  signed  by  Jefferson  on  April  30, 1802,  provided 
that  a  territory  established  under  the  Ordinance  of  1787  could 
become  a  state,  once  certain  procedures  were  followed. 

The  U.S.  Military  Academy  was  established  at  West 
Point  and  opened  on  July  4.  The  Library  of  Congress  issued 
what  is  believed  to  be  the  first  catalogue  of  books  printed  in 
America.  The  first  version  of  The  New  Practical  American 
Navigator  to  be  published  by  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  a  revision 
of  an  earlier  work  by  J.  I  lamilton  Moore,  was  distributed  and 
would  go  on  to  many  editions.  One  hundred  merino  sheep 
were  brought  to  the  United  States  and  set  the  foundation  for 
a  textile  industry  using  high-quality  wool  E  l  Du  Pont  du 
Nemours  and  Company,  manufacturer  of  gunpowder,  was 
founded  on  the  Brandywine  River  near  Wilmington,  Dela¬ 
ware.  In  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York,  the  first  lavish  "grand 
hotel,"  the  Union  Hotel,  was  built  by  Gideon  Putnam,  and  set 
the  pace  for  the  town  becoming  an  important  social  center 
and  spa  during  the  19th  century  The  Abel  Porter  &  Co  brass 
mill  began  operations  in  Waterburv,  Connecticut,  a  city  that 
would  become  famous  for  its  metalworking  industries,  in¬ 
cluding  the  later  Scovill  Works  (important  manufacturer  of 
Hard  Times  and  other  tokens  in  the  1830s  and  1840s,  of 
encased  postage  stamps,  of  Civil  War  tokens,  another  book 
possibility!). 

British  Parliament  revoked  the  income  tax  initiated  in 
1799  Mme  Tussaud  s  hrst  wax  museum  was  opened  in 
London,  the  concept  would  become  popular,  and  the  T ussaud 


name  would  be  associated  with  wax  museums  for  the  ensuing 
two  centuries.  Thomas  Wedgwood  of  England,  son  of  famed 
ceramics  manufacturer  Josiah  Wedgwood,  took  the  world's 
first  photographs,  using  paper  sensitized  with  silver  nitrate, 
but  was  unable  to  permanently  fix  the  image. 

At  the  Mint  the  most  famous  rantv  produced  this  year 
was  the  little  silver  half  dime,  of  which  we'll  be  relating  quite 
a  bit  more  in  our  catalogue  of  the  Walter  Childs  Collection,  an 
old-time  holding  begun  in  1870,  scheduled  to  cross  the  auction 
block  in  New  York  City  in  the  last  several  days  of  this  coming 
August. 

Mint  State  1807  Quarter  Eagle 


1807  B-la.  Rarity-3.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of 
the  final  year  of  the  design  type  (1796-1807).  Highly 
lustrous  with  satiny  motifs  and  reflective  fields.  The 
most  "common"  date  of  the  design  type  owing  to  its 
"large"  mintage  of  6,812  pieces.  Seldom  seen  m  Mint 
State,  and  highly  desirable  as  a  result . 23,500 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Used  It! 


United  States  Gold  Coins 

An  Illustrated  History 

A  few  years  ago  when  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  James  Baker  III.  gave  a  talk  on  gold 
coins  before  a  large  and  appreciative  audience, 
he  used  this  book  as  his  reference  to  gain 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  and,  in  fact,  quoted 
from  it  in  his  opening  remarks. 

You  will  read  about  all  gold  coin  denomina¬ 
tions  from  the  gold  dollar  through  the  double 
eagle,  plus  the  various  mints  that  struck  gold 
coins,  how  they  were  made,  how  gold  coins  have 
been  collected  over  the  years,  and  more.  After 
spending  a  day  or  two  of  enjoyable  reading  with 
this  beautiful  volume,  you  will  have  knowledge 
to  match  the  experts!  Indeed,  the  experts  often 
use  this  book  as  a  prime  information  source.  As 
with  all  (or  at  least  most)  of  Dave  Bowers’ 
books,  it  is  written  in  a  highly  readable  manner  intended  to  keep  your  eyes  glued  to  the 
pages.  We  know  you  will  enjoy  the  book  and  find  it  immensely  enjoyable.  The  good 
news  is  that  the  price  is  within  the  budget  of  just  about  everyone. 

Specifications:  8Vz  x  11'  hardbound,  415  pages,  profusely  illustrated  including  color 
plates  from  the  Eliasberg  collection.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  price  57.95.  For  your  spe¬ 
cial  discount  information  see  page  89. 


United  States  Gold  Coins 

An  Illustrated  History 


By  Q.  Davtd  Bowen 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


1837  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1843-0  Small  Date.  EF45  (PCGS) . 350 


Mint  State  1847  $2.50 


1847  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  While  the  1847  is  not  a 
rarity  in  worn  grades,  at  the  Mint  State  level  it  is 


extremely  elusive . 5,350 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1853  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1854-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1862  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 770 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1879  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1894  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 


1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. .  1,450 


1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1901  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,495 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,295 


Gem  1903  Quarter  Eagle 


1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  frosty  cameo!  2,795 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,395 

1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 995 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1906  MS-63.  Brilliant . 995 


Gem  1907  Quarter  Eagle 


1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Why  not  consider  a  date  1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,495 

set  of  later  issues  in  the  Liberty  Head  quarter  1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 


eagle  series?  . 2,195  Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  First  introduced 


Reader  Bill  Cowbum  Writes: 


"I  want  to  say  that  I  love  the  articles  in 
your  publications  —  they  are  always  inter¬ 
esting  and  well  researched.  I  also  have  en¬ 
joyed  every  coin  transaction  that  I  have 
had  with  your  company  over  the  years.  It 
has  always  been  a  real  pleasure  dealing 
with  you. 

"However,  as  is  human  nature,  I  am 
writing  about  some  'errors'  that  I  noticed 
in  Rare  Coin  Review,  #127.  In  'This  and 
That/  on  page  58,  the  discussion  with 
Philip  Diehl  of  the  U.S.  Mint  talks  of  Wash¬ 
ington  half  dollars!  This  caught  me  off¬ 
guard  for  a  moment  (I  wondered  if  the  ref¬ 
erence  was  to  the  1982  commemorative) 
and  then  I  realized  it  was  just  a  typo.  It 
was  humorous  however  in  that  it  directly 
followed  a  comment  regarding  an  error  in 
a  brochure  for  a  seminar  on  Grammar  and 
Usage. 

"Then  on  page  59  the  article  concerning 


quantities  of  coins  placed  in  bags  at  the 
mint  is  in  error.  It  appears  that  this  infor¬ 
mation  was  copied  from  an  article  printed 
in  Calcoin  News,  but  the  numbers  are  not 
correct.  Many  years  ago  I  worked  for  an 
armored  car  company  and  I  picked  up  and 
delivered  MANY  bags  of  coins  from  the 
Federal  Reserve  as  bagged  by  the  US  Mint. 
The  Ike  dollars  did  have  1,000  coins 
($1,000)  as  indicated  in  the  article,  how¬ 
ever,  bags  of  SBA  dollars  had  2,000  coins 
($2,000).  Half  dollars  are  bagged  $1,000  to 
a  bag,  which  is  2,000  coins,  not  the  1,000 
coins  indicated.  Quarters  are  also  bagged 
$1,000  to  a  bag,  which  is  4,000  coins,  not 
the  2,000  indicated.  The  amounts  listed  for 
dimes,  five-cent  coins,  and  cents  are  cor¬ 
rect. 

"Thanks  for  everything  over  the  years 
and  I  wish  you  continued  success  for  the 
future." 


in  1840,  this  became  the  longest-used  motif,  without  a  major 
change,  in  American  coinage  history. 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 1,095 


Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 


1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  gem 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  In¬ 


dian  Head  design . 3,695 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  >95 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 

1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1911  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 395 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1914-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Fairly 

scarce  in  Mint  State . 425 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 


Gem  1925-D  $2.50 


1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  gem 
specimen  of  the  only  later-date  Denver  Mint  quar¬ 
ter  eagle . 3,650 

1925-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a  splash 
of  pale  rose  toning.  A  nice  coin  for  the  grade.  695 

1926  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Mostly 

brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 875 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


The  Bowers  and  Merena 
Comparison  Test 

After  you  receive  your  coins  from 
us,  compare  their  quality  and  value 
with  coins  from  any  other  source.  (You 
must  examine  the  coins  in  person;  a 
comparison  of  advertised  prices  with¬ 
out  seeing  the  quality  is  absolutely 
meaningless.)  If  you  don't  agree  that 
the  coins  you  buy  right  here  are  equal 
to  or  better  than  those  from  any  other 
source,  just  return  them  within  30  days 
(7  days  for  certified  coins)  for  an  in¬ 
stant  refund. 
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The  "True"  History 

of  the  Various  Discoveries  of  Gold  in  California 


and  re-discoveries  of  gold  in  Upper  and 
Lower  California,  as  that  country  was  for¬ 
merly  called. 

1st.  In  a  volume  of  a  work  published 
in  Spain  in  1690,  by  one  Lyola  Cavello  or 
Cabello  (a  Padre  of  the  Church  of  Rome  of¬ 
ficiating  at  the  time  at  the  Mission  of  San 
Jose,  Bay  of  San  Francisco,  which  was  built 
in  1672),  and  called  "Recordado  en 
Historia  el  California  Alta,"  he  states  that 
on  some  streams  to  the  north  gold  was 
seen,  but  it  was  onlv  in  small  quantities  on 
the  "Placeros." 

2d.  In  the  year  1842,  James  D.  Dana, 
A.M.,  in  his  "System  of  Mineralogy,"  page 
552  (first  edition),  says:  — "The  gold  rocks 
and  veins  of  quartz  were  observed  bv  the 
author  in  1842,  near  the  Umpqua  River,  in 


southern  Oregon,  and  pebbles  from  similar 
rocks  were  met  with  along  the  shores  of 
the  Sacramento,  in  California,  and  the  re¬ 
semblance  to  other  gold  districts  was  re¬ 
marked,  but  there  was  no  opportunity  of 
exploring  the  country'  at  the  time."  Again, 
on  pages  251-2,  describing  the  localities  in 
which  gold  has  been  found,  he  says: -"In 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  near  Salt  Lake,  in 
California,  between  the  Sierra  Nevada  and 
Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin  rivers."  He 
also  says: -"The  California  mines  are 
mostly  alluvial;  the  gold  is  found  in  the 
gravel  and  sands  of  the  valleys  and  beds  of 
streams  leading  from  the  Sierra  Nevada 
into  the  adjoining  valley  of  the  Sacramento 
and  San  Joaquin." 

3d.  During  the  month  of  October  or 
November,  1845,  in  a  house 
or  grocery  on  Pacific  Street, 
San  Francisco  (as  it  is  now 
being  called),  a  Mexican 
who  was  called  "Salvador" 
was  shot  because  he  had 
bag  of  gold  dust,  described 
as  about  1,000  to  1,200  dol¬ 
lars  and  would  not  tell 
where  he  got  it.  At  last, 
when  dying,  he  pointed  in 
the  direction  of  the  San  Jose 
Mountains  and  said  "lejos, 
lejos"  (beyond,  beyond). 

4th.  On  the  16th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1846,  a  party,  mostly 
Mormons,  went  up  the  San 
Joaquin,  partly  to  join  Lieut. 
Gillespie's  party  of  U.S.  Ma¬ 
rines  and  volunteers,  in 
search  of  warlike  Indians, 
and  principally  to  form  a 
settlement  at  the  junction  of 
the  Stanislaus  and  San 
Joaquin  rivers.  On  returning, 
this  party  stopped  to  cook 


The  following  is  from  Dr.  Harry 
Salyards  and  was  taken  from  a  scrapbook 
of  clippings  published  in  San  Francisco  in 
the  Gold  Rush  era.  This  article,  signed  only 
M.E.,  gives  the  so-called  "true  history,"  but 
it  has  its  own  inaccuracies.  However,  the 
Gold  Rush  was  well  known  for  turning  out 
a  flood  of  golden  stories,  some  of  them  ac¬ 
curate,  some  of  them  not.  Thus,  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  not  presented  with  any  claims  of 
truth,  for  it  is  generally  believed  that  gold 
was  found  on  the  American  River  by  James 
Marshall  on  January  24,  1848,  and  that 
Mormon  Island  was  exploited  later.  How¬ 
ever,  everything  contributes  to  what  we 
know,  and  at  the  very  least,  the  narrative  is 
interesting: 


Under  the  above  title,  we 
find  in  the  Portland  (Oregon) 
Times  the  following  letter, 
which  is  certainly  a  very  inter¬ 
esting  one  -  containing  many 
statements  which  we  have  not 
previously  met  with  in  regard 
to  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Cali¬ 
fornia: - 

Mr.  Editor:  — Sir,- Al¬ 
though  the  publicity  given 
the  supposed  discovery  of 
gold  at  Sutter's  Mill,  now 
called  Colloma,  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  in  1848  — and  for  some 
length  of  time  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  an  original  dis¬ 
covery— not  as  it  was,  a  re¬ 
discovery  -  has  given  rise  to 
false  opinion  in  the  case  in 
the  minds  of  the  public.  I, 
therefore,  believing  that 
honor  should  be  rendered  to 
whom  honor  is  due,  pro¬ 
ceed  to  give  a  short  sketch 
of  the  various  discoveries 


Sutter's  sawmill  on  the  American  River,  thought  to  be  the  site  of  the  gold 
discovery  that  ignited  the  passions  of  the  world.  On  January  24, 1848,  James 
Marshall,  an  employee  of  John  Sutter,  glimpsed  a  yellow  flake  in  the  tail  race 
of  the  newly  built  mill.  (Annals  of  San  Francisco) 
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4  The  “True"  History  of  the  Various  Discoveries  of  Gold  in  California 


dinner  on  the  sand  point  (S.  E.  by  E.  point) 
of  the  small  island  opposite  to  what  is  called 
the  entrance  to  Stockton,  then  called 
Lindsey's  Lake.  After  dinner,  one  George  M. 
Evans  and  John  Sirrene,  now  in  New  York 
City,  commenced  to  pick  yellow  specks  out 
of  the  bank,  after  having  them  done  up  in 
paper,  took  them  to  San  Francisco  (then 
Yerba  Buena),  tested  them  with  acids  and 
found  it  was  gold,  but  not  having  any  idea 
of  the  gold  being  in  such  quantity  as  was  af¬ 
terwards  proved,  put  the  specimens 
by  and  afterwards  with  other  min¬ 
erals,  were  sent  to  Peale's  Museum 
as  a  present.  The  reason  of  my  look¬ 
ing  for  minerals  was  in  consequence 
of  Salvador's  death. 

5th.  The  following  August 
(1847),  Major  Reading  and  T.W. 

Perkins  and  myself  went  south 
from  San  Francisco,  and  being  in 
search  of  Asbestos,  we  explored  the 
mountains  neai;  San  Diego  and 
near  the  river  Gila,  where  we 
found  gold  more  abundantly  than 
has  since  been  found  on  the  North 
Fork  of  the  American.  This  is  the 
same  place  from  whence  the 
present  excitement  of  "New  Dis¬ 
coveries  of  Gold  in  California"  has 
arisen.  We  could  do  nothing  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  Indians  being  hos¬ 
tile  in  the  neighborhood.  The  Major 
lost  the  chief  use  of  his  left  arm  — 
while  I  have  yet  the  marks  on  my 
right  arm  of  arrow  wounds  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  time.  To  prove  the  truth  of 
this  assertion,  persons  in  this  town  can 
prove  that  14  months  since,  April  1853, 1 
told  of  that  same  place. 

6th.  When  the  Mormon  Battalion  was 
disbanded  in  1847,  a  number  of  the  Mor¬ 
mons  came  to  San  Francisco,  and  amongst 
them  was  one  Henderson  Cox  and  one 
Beardsley,  who  boarded  in  the  same 
house  with  me.  They  having  worked  in 
the  Georgia  mines,  told  me,  in  conversa¬ 
tion  on  the  subject,  that  as  they  were 
about  prospecting  for  a  road  (since  called 
the  Mormon  Pass)  for  the  Mormons  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Salt  Lake,  and  in  so  doing,  would 
prospect  the  streams  on  their  route  (this 
was  in  the  end  of  September,  1847).  I  then 
described  the  death  of  Salvador  and 


where  I  found  the  gold,  and  gave  them  a 
chart  of  the  country  from  memory.  In  the 
following  January  I  returned  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  from  the  journey  above  referred  to, 
when  I  received  an  invitation  to  go  to 
Mormon  Island,  so  named  afterwards  by 
Henderson  Cox.  On  the  19th  of  January, 
1848,  I  went  there,  and  with  the  bounty 
they  gave  me  and  what  I  worked  out  my¬ 
self,  I  had  $19,000  on  the  8th  of  February, 
1848. 


Two  adventurers  are  engaged  in  panning  for  gold  in  a  stream  in 
the  foothills  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  mountains,  perhaps  along  the 
American  River.  One  partner  holds  a  basket  filled  with 
excavated  gravel,  while  the  other  washes  the  sand  and  small 
stones  by  swirling  them  in  a  circular  pan.  With  luck  some 
"color"  would  remain  at  the  bottom,  perhaps  a  few  grains  of 
gold  dust  or  even  a  nugget.  (Marvels  of  the  New  West) 


7th.  On  the  9th  of  February,  I,  with 
Henderson  Cox,  Beardsley,  Beers,  two 
Shepards  and  a  number  more  was  in  the 
lower  end  of  the  mill-race  when  Marshall, 
the  over-seer,  and  his  little  girl  came  in, 
and  the  child  picked  up  a  pretty  stone  as 
she  called  it,  and  showed  it  to  here  father, 
who  pronounced  it  gold.  He  was  so  excited 
about  it  that  he  saddled  his  horse  and  that 
day  rode  to  Sutter's  Fort  to  tell  Captain 
Sutter— but  he  did  not  believe  it  worth  no¬ 
tice,  and  for  awhile  the  idea  died  away. 
The  Mormons  wishing  to  keep  their  dis¬ 
coveries  a  secret  from  people  who  were  not 
Mormons,  worked  out  the  gold  and  said 
nothing  more. 

8th.  On  the  1st  April,  1848,  the  first 
mail  from  San  Francisco  to  Salt  Lake  was 


started,  and  a  number  of  the  California  Star 
was  printed  purposely  for  that  mail,  con¬ 
taining  a  special  article  written  by  Dr. 
Fourgend  and  myself,  concerning  the  min¬ 
erals  and  metals  of  California,  and  among 
other  mentioned  metals  was  gold  — but  as 
the  printer  and  publishers  were  Mormons, 
the  full  facts  were  not  stated. 

It  was  not  until  the  12th  of  May,  1848, 
that  the  existence  of  gold  in  quantity  in 
California  was  publicly  made  known  in 
San  Francisco  by  Samuel  Brannan, 
High  Bishop  of  the  Mormons,  and 
of  Vigilance  Committee  notoriety. 

Beardsley  and  Henderson  Cox 
were  killed  at  the  foot  of  the  Sierra 
Nevada  in  September,  1848. 

Marshall  died  either  four  days 
before  he  arrived  home  in  the  East¬ 
ern  States  with  a  barrel  of  gold,  or 
four  days  from  the  coast. 

As  for  myself  I  still  live;  but  de¬ 
bilitated  from  the  effects  of  the  fever 
and  ague. 

To  enable  persons  to  test  quartz 
rock  who  are  not  mineralogists  I  sub¬ 
join  the  rule  laid  down  by  James  D. 
Dana,  in  his  "System  of  Mineralogy." 
He  says:  "It  is  a  simple  process.  The 
rock  is  first  pounded  up  fine,  and 
sifting  a  quantity  of  the  sand  so  ob¬ 
tained,  is  washed  in  a  shallow  iron  or 
tin  pan,  and  as  the  gold  sinks  the 
material  above  is  allowed  to  pass  off 
into  some  receptacle.  The  gold  is 
thus  left  in  the  angle  of  the  pan  by  a 
repetition  of  the  process;  a  further  portion  is 
obtained,  and  when  all  the  gold  has  sunk 
and  the  sand  reduced  to  a  manageable 
quantity,  the  gold  is  amalgamated  with 
clean  mercury  (quicksilver),  the  amalgam  is 
next  strained  to  separate  any  excess  of  mer¬ 
cury;  and  finally  is  heated  and  the  mercury 
expelled  leaving  the  gold." 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  say  that 
Johnny  Bull  with  all  his  bad  qualities, 
granted  a  handsome  donation  to  the  dis¬ 
coverer  of  the  Australian  gold  fields;  while 
Uncle  Sam  has  forgot  to  do  the  "amende 
honorable"  to  the  re-discoverors  or  discov¬ 
erer  of  a  ten-fold  value -the  California 
gold. 

Yours, 

G.M.E. 
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Three-Dollar  Gold 


Frosty  Mint  State  1854  $3 


1854  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  First  year  of  issue,  and 
the  only  year  with  the  word  DOLLARS  in  small 


letters . 3,550 

1854  AU-58 .  875 


Lustrous  1857  $3  Gold 


1857  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  Rare  so 
nice.  In  fact,  in  this  grade  the  1857  is  at  least  100 

times  rarer  than  the  1854! . 5,295 

1866  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  reflective  fields 
and  frosty  devices.  Warm  orange  toning  graces 
both  sides . 1,595 


Mint  State  1878  S3 


1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  strong 
lustre  and  a  whisper  of  pale  rose  toning  on  both 
sides.  A  lovely  representative  example  of  the  date 


and  design  type . 3,795 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1878  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 


Half  Eagles 


Mint  State  1813  $5  Gold 


1813  Breen-la.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  especially  choice  specimen  of  this  issue.  9,350 


1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4.  AU-53  (NGC).  A  lovely 

coin . 895 

1837  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,225 

1840  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  warm  orange-gold 
highlights.  From  the  second  year  of  Christian 
Gobrecht's  Liberty  or  Coronet  design  type.  1,495 

1840  EF45  (PCGS).  S . 595 

1844  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7.  AU-55 .  995 


Choice  Mint  State  1853  $5 


1853  MS-63  (PCC.S).  Brilliant.  A  choice  and  impor¬ 
tant  specimen  of  the  hard-to-find  (in  choice  Mint 
State)  1839-1865  design  type  without  reverse 


motto . 12,500 

1856-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 


Highly  Important  1870-CC  $5 


1870-CC  VF-35  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  A  highlv 
important  Carson  City'  issue,  a  major  rarity  in  any 
and  all  grades.  Also  significant  as  the  first  year  of 
Carson  City  mintage.  This  beauty  will  satisfy  the 
specialist  who  has  spent  a  long  time  seeking  the 
1870-CC . 8,450 


Condition  Rarity  1873-S  $5 


1873-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce  in 
any  grade,  quite  rare  and  important  at  the  AU 
level . 4,695 

1876-CC  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


1876-CC  EF-40  (NGC)  Warm  orange-gold  on  lightly 
lustrous  surfaces.  A  prized  rarity  from  the  Carson 
City  Mint;  only  6,887  examples  of  the  date  were 
coined,  the  lowest  mintage  figure  for  any  half 


eagle  from  that  facility . 4,950 

1878  MS61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 


Choice  Mint  State  1880  S5 


1880  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant  An  especially  choice  and 
lustrous  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  yen'  hard 
to  find  at  this  level . 3,195 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  book... 


Buyer's  Guide  to 
United  States 
Gold  Coins 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

I  )escribes  each  type  of  United  States 
gold  coin  from  1795  onward.  A  highly 
useful  book  for  the  gold  enthusiast.  122 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softhound.  Stock  No.  BBM-350. 
List  price  $12.95.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-351.  List  price  $19.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 
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1880-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1881/0  AU-55  (NGC).  Interesting  overdate . 1,095 


Classic  1887  $5  Rarity 


1887  Proof-58  (PCGS).  Rich  orange-gold  highlights 
grace  the  reflective  fields  and  frosted  design  mo¬ 
tifs.  Just  87  Proofs  of  this  date  were  struck,  with 
no  attendant  business  strikes.  We  have  only  of¬ 
fered  examples  of  this  date  a  few  times  over  the 
many  years  we  have  been  publishing  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  a  totally  understandable  circum¬ 
stance  when  the  ultra-low  mintage  is  taken  into 


consideration.  Where  else  will  you  find  such  a 
rarity?  Further,  where  will  you  find  this  major 
rarity  backed  by  our  sterling  return  policy?  Per¬ 
haps  nowhere  but  the  current  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review!  Just  purchased,  and  offered  here  for 


the  first  time! . 19,950 

1891-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 675 


Brilliant  1892-CC  $5 


1892-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Ever- 

popular  Carson  City  issue . 3,095 

1892-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 


Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  worn 

grades . 1,095 

1893-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  A  pretty  coin  with  warm  or¬ 
ange-gold  toning  highlights.  Moderately  reflective 
fields  and  frosted  design  motifs  form  a  pleasing 

cameo  appearance.  Choice  for  the  grade . 875 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 465 


Satiny  Gem  1899  Half  Eagle 


1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  brilliant  gem  of  the 
highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of 


Limited  Edition 

I, 

Frank 

Gasparro  Set 

From  1965  until  1981,  Frank  Gasparro  was  chief  engraver  of  the  United  States 
Mint.  During  his  tenure  in  the  highest  office  to  which  an  engraver  can  aspire,  he 
created  new  designs  for  four  different  coins. 

For  us,  Frank  Gasparro  personally  certified  1,000  limited-edition  sets  of  the 
four  coins  he  created — a  historical  memento  to  his  creative  ability  that  you  will  be 
proud  to  own!  Each  set  is  mounted  in  a  custom-made  display  holder  with  a  glossy 
black  background  and  beautiful  gold  lettering.  At  the  center  is  mounted  the  Per¬ 
sonal  Certification  from  Frank  Gasparro,  hand  signed  in  ink  and  hand  numbered.  Each 
coin  in  the  set  is  Gem  Proof — the  finest  quality  available.  Each  piece  represents  the  first 
year  of  issue  of  the  design;  1959  Lincoln  cent  Memorial  reverse;  1964  Kennedy  half 
dollar  Eagle  reverse;  1979  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar,  obverse  and  reverse,  and  the  1971 
Eisenhower  dollar  obverse  and  reverse. 

Here  is  one  of  the  most  historic  and  desirable  numismatic  items  to  be  offered  in  our 
time.  Set  No.  1  was  retained  by  Frank  Gasparro  personally.  Set  No.  2  was  presented  to 
the  National  Coin  Collection  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Set  No.  3  was  presented  to 
the  American  Numismatic  Society.  Set  No.  4  was  presented  to  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association. 

This  is  a  strictly  limited  edition  offer,  and  once  the  remaining  sets  have  been  sold, 
no  more  will  be  available — ever!  We  offer  you  this  fabulous  set  for... 

only  $125.00 


THE  corns  OF  FRANK  GASPARRO 
CHIEF  ENGRAVER  OF  THE  U.S.  MINT  196$  TO  1991 

CERTIFIED  EDITION 
LIMITED  TO  1040  CITE 

UXMtOY  HALF  EOUAft 


RUT  YEAS  OF 


(plus  shipping) 
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course).  A  warm  olive  glow  enhances  the  overall 
quality.  This  is  what  the  MS-65  grade  designation 


is  all  about! . 6500 

1899  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 965 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 


Lustrous,  Exceptional  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  quality 


coin  for  a  type  set . 2,350 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant 

1903-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 965 


1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

1904  MS-63.  Brilliant . 855 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 965 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 

1905-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1906  MS-63  (NGC) . 915 

1906:D  MS-64  (POGS)  Brilliant . 1,995 

1908  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 965 


Choice  Mint  State  1908  $5 


1908  Indian.  MS-64  (NGC)  A  lustrous,  very  attrac- 


A  Classic  Reference  Book! 

The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

as  illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection 

Since  its  introduction  in  1979  in  connection  with 
the  fabulous  Garrett  Collection  auctioned  by  us  for  The 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  this  large,  extensively  illus¬ 
trated  (including  multiple  pages  of  color  plates),  and 
fact-filled  book  has  been  reprinted  several  times!  In¬ 
deed,  it  has  taken  its  place  as  a  classic  on  the  book 
shelves  of  any  serious  collector  of  scarce  and  rare 
United  States  coins.  One  leading  coin  dealership  (anil 
we  are  not  referring  to  our  own  company)  has  used  this 
as  a  “training  book”  for  new  employees,  to  teach  them 
all  about  coins.  Another  reviewer  has  likened  it  to  “a 
university  course  in  numismatics.” 

Think  about  it:  “A  university  course  in  numismat¬ 
ics.”  How  much  would  this  cost?  $22,000  for  a  year? 
Or,  even  if  the  course  were  a  two-week  seminar,  how  about  $2,000?  Figure  it  as  you  may, 
the  book  by  any  accounting — $59.95  list  price,  (and  you  get  a  discount!),  has  to  be  one  of 
the  great  values  our  hobby  offers. 

We  are  standing  by  with  a  very  nice  supply  of  these  on  hand,  and  when  you  order 
your  copy  it  will  be  sent  right  away.  And,  as  with  all  books  from  Bowers  and  Merena, 
it  comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  We  know  you  will  be  de¬ 
lighted! 

Specifications:  8V2  x  11'  hardbound,  572  pages,  profusely  illustrated  including  color 
plates  from  the  Garrett  Collection.  Stock  No.  BBM-130.  List  price  $59.95.  For  your  spe¬ 
cial  discount  information  see  page  89. 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


As  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 


tive  example  of  the  first  year  of  the  Indian  design. 


Offered  for  only . 3,950 

1910  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1910- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 725 

1911- D  AU-55  (PCGS) . 1,350 


Gorgeous  1913  Indian  $5 


1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  matte-like  surfaces  dis¬ 

play  strong  mint  lustre  and  attractive  olive  toning 
highlights.  Perhaps  more  so  than  any  other  20th- 
century  gold  design  type,  designer  Bela  Lyon 
Pratt's  incused  Indian  Head  half  eagles  (and  quar¬ 
ter  eagles)  are  extremely  difficult  to  locate  in 
grades  above  MS-63.  Here  is  a  grand  opportunity 
for  the  type  collector  and  half  eagle  specialist 
alike . . . 5,395 

1914  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 

fine . 1,850 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  m  Mint  State,  in  fact  our 
experience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily 
available  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  traded  at  a  long  distance 
by  the  1908  Philadelphia  osue  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom 
seen. 


$10  Gold  Eagles 

Among  S10  gold  coins  are  many  pieces  suitable 
for  a  type  set  and  some  rarities  that  the  advanced  col¬ 
lector  will  appreciate.  Nearly  all  are  one  of  a  kind  in 


our  stock. 

1848-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1850  Small  Date.  EF-45  (  NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 


1850  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  early  Liberty  Head  S10  date.  1,195 
1871-CC  F-15  (PCGS).  A  rare  coin  in  all  grades 
(only  8,085  examples  of  the  date  were  minted), 
and  highly  collectible  as  well.  We  are  fortunate 
to  be  able  to  offer  this  early  Carson  City  eagle 
raritv  to  you.  The  method  of  distribution  seems 
to  have  been  different  for  Carson  City  gold 
coins  of  1870  and  1871,  accentuating  their  rarity; 
this  aspect  being  in  addition  to  their  low  mint- 


1871-S  EF-45  (NGC).  A  pleasing  specimen . 2,195 

1881-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Deep  orange-gold  toning  on 
both  sides.  One  of  the  more  popular  scarce-date 
Carson  City  eagles . 749 
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1884-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

Choice  Mint  State  1887-S  $10 


1887- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,995 

1888- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 475 

1892  MS-63  (NGC) . 1,450 

1894- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1895- 0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 415 

1896- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,025 

1897- S  AU-58  (NGC) . 489 

1898- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 415 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1905- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1906- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 


Saul  Teichnan  Writes 

The  following  is  from  a  letter  sent  by 
Saul  Teichman  on  October  21,  1997.  Our 
backlog  of  letters,  questions,  etc.,  for  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  is  very  gratifying  (we'd 
probably  have  enough  to  last  two  years  if  we 
did  not  get  a  single  neiv  thing!),  but  some¬ 
times  this  plays  havoc  with  timeliness: 

"The  following  are  notes  which 
may  be  of  interest  regarding  your  No¬ 
vember  1997  auction  of  the  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Cabinet. 

"Lots  1388, 1390, 1398, 1401, 1405, 
and  probably  Lot  1403  are  ex  your  Gar¬ 
rett  II. 

"Lot  1399  is  apparently  ex  Sieck-81 
ANA. 

"Most  important,  the  reverse  die  of 
Lot  1380  was  used  on  1870  shield  nick¬ 
els— see  Lot  240  of  this  sale;  Eliasberg 
Lot  757  and  Norweb  Lot  1424  for  other 
examples.  I  wonder  which  one  was 
struck  first?  I  cannot  tell  if  this  is  an 
over-polished  1868  or  1869  reverse  die 
by  photo  analysis.  Hope  this  helps 
with  regard  to  this  issue.  You  should 
certainly  be  able  to  verify  if  I  am  correct 
from  coins  in  this  very  sale." 

"Sincerely," 

—  Saul 


1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny 
surfaces  display  attractive  olive  iridescence.  First 
year  of  Saint-Gaudens'  illustrious  design,  said  by 
the  popular  press  to  have  been  modeled  from  the 
possibly  fictional  Mary  Cunningham,  but  more 


likely  it  is  the  visage  of  Davida  Clark . 775 

1907  Indian.  No  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  575 
1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,155 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1913  VF-25  (PCGS) . 385 


Gem  1926  $10  Gold 


1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Readily 
available  in  lower  grades,  the  1926  is  quite  elusive 


at  the  gem  level . 5,695 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 595 


Gem  1932  $10 


1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A  high- 
grade  example  of  the  last  readily  collectible  $10 
gold  coin,  the  1933  being  a  great  rarity . 5,895 


1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  attractive 
rose  iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  visually 
appealing  near-gem  eagle . 2,095 

$20  Gold  Double  Eagles 

The  public  fascination  for  $20  pieces  continues  in 
view  of  generally  low  prices  for  gold  bullion,  and 
these  have  been  great  sellers  here  at  Bowers  and  Me- 
rena  Galleries.  More  than  just  a  few  people  are 
endeavoring  to  put  together  date  runs  or  sequences  of 
these  pieces,  often  selecting  grades  such  as  MS-60 
through  MS-64  as  being  an  ideal  meeting  point  be¬ 
tween  high  quality  and  low  price. 


1866  EF-40  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Coined  in  the  first  year 
of  the  type  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 895 

1874  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 565 

1874- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1875  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1875- S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1876- S  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1885-S  AU-58.  Lustrous . 795 

1892-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  prooflike 

fields,  particularly  on  the  reverse  (which  is  con¬ 
siderably  finer  than  the  assigned  grade) . 775 

1896  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  olive 

iridescence.  Nice  for  the  assigned  grade . 850 

1896-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  warm  honey 

gold  toning . 850 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  "flashy"  piece  with  rose  ton¬ 
ing  highlights . 850 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  warm  olive 

toning . 1,895 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 950 


Gem  Mint  State  1904  $20 


1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  at¬ 
tractive  olive  highlights  on  both  sides.  These 
large  gold  coins  are  difficult  to  locate  in  gem 
grades . 3,995 


Famous  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Rim.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  pleasing 
specimen  of  this  famous  design,  a  numismatic 
and  artistic  favorite . 9,950 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America's  pre-eminent 
sculptor,  was  a  personal  acquaintance  of  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt.  One  day,  while  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
Roosevelt  saw  a  group  of  Greek  coins  and  was  impressed  bv 
their  artistry  and  sculptured  appearance.  By  comparison 
the  current  American  coinage  was  very  bland,  he  thought 
His  thinking  continued  on  the  subject,  and  soon  he  con¬ 
tacted  Saint-Gaudens  and  asked  him  if  he  would  redesign 
the  entire  American  coinage,  from  the  cent  through  the 
double  eagle. 
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Build  your  own  private  treasure  of 
authentic  American  gold  coins! 

Join  our  Saint-Gaudens 

Double 
Eagle  Club! 


Everyone  loves  gold  coins,  and  for 
good  reason;  they  are  at  once  beautiful, 
impressive,  and  valuable.  And,  gold  has 
guided  the  financial  course  of  civiliza¬ 
tion  for  many  centuries. 

The  good  news  is  that  within  the 
American  series,  beautiful  $20  pieces 
designed  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens, 
and  minted  from  1907  through  1933, 
include  many  very  affordable  coins.  In 
fact,  as  the  list  at  the  bottom  of  this 
page  indicates,  there  are  32  different 
varieties  that  can  be  purchased  for  less 
than  $1,000  in  Mint  State,  some  for 
much  less  (tentative  listing  based  upon 
today’s  market  valuations). 

We  invite  you  to  build  a  collection 
of  affordable  dates  and  mintmarks. 
Each  coin  is  a  beautiful,  lustrous  Mint 
State  example  certified  by  PCGS  or 
NGC.  What  a  gorgeous,  impressive  col¬ 
lection  this  will  make! 

Here  is  all  you  do: 

Decide  how  much  you’d  like  to 
spend  each  month  on  your  collection. 
For  just  $500  (the  minimum  we  rec¬ 
ommend),  we  can  complete  your  col¬ 
lection  with  pieces  ranging  in  grade 
from  MS-60  to  MS-63  (higher 
grades  available  upon  request). 
Month  by  month,  your  golden  col¬ 
lection  will  grow  before  your  eyes! 
There  is  no  obligation  to  continue, 
and  you  can  end  your  participation  at 
any  time,  simply  by  letting  us  know 
and  paying  any  balance  due.  Each  coin 
comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guar¬ 


antee  of  satisfaction.  Anil  each  coin  comes 
to  you  with  a  special  4  %  member’s  discount. 

Call  Gail  Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue,  credit 
card  in  hand,  send  us  a  fax  with  your  credit 
card  information,  or  mail  us  a  note  with 
your  personal  check.  We’ll  take  it  from  there. 

Special  Introductory  Price 
on  Your  First  Order 

Order  one,  two,  or  more  MS-63  double 
eagles  (dates  of  our  choice)  at  our  special  in¬ 
troductory  price  of  just  $665  (list  price  $695 
or  more).  Then,  every  month  we  will  auto¬ 
matically  send  you  another  coin  that  you 
need.  Your  coins  can  be  charged  to  your 
credit  card,  or  sent  for  inspection  (upon 
credit  approval),  or  you  can  pay  with  your 
personal  check. 

Special  Sign-Up  Bonus 

With  your  first  order  we  will  send  you  a 
copy  of  Q.  David  Bowers’  award-winning 
book,  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illus¬ 
trated  History,  illustrated  with  gems  from 
the  Eliasberg  Collection.  This  deluxe  hard¬ 
bound  volume,  profusely  illustrated  includ¬ 
ing  color  plates,  lists  for  $57.95,  but  is 
_  yours  FREE.  It  is  the 
standard  reference  on 
the  series.  In  fact,  when 
Secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  James  Baker 
wanted  to  learn  about 
American  gold  coins, 
he  consulted  (and 
I  quoted  from)  this 
1  same  book! 


A  cast  of  "Victory  '  as  seen  on  the  Sherman 
Monument,  Central  Park.  New  York  City. 
Saint-Gaudens  used  this  figure  as  a  model 
for  the  double  eagle. 
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Saint-Gaudens 
Double  Eayles 
priced  at  less 
than  $1,000 
in  Mint  State ! 

1907  Arabic  numerals 

1908  No  Motto 
1908-D  No  Motto 

1908  With  Motto 
1908-D  With  Motto 
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In  his  early  years,  Saint-Gaudens  had  achieved  inter¬ 
national  renown  for  many  of  his  medallic  and  sculptural 
works,  including  the  figure  of  Diana  atop  Madison  Square 
Garden  (where  his  pal  and  fellow  carouser  Stanford  White 
was  shot  by  Harry  Thaw  in  1906),  the  Shaw  Memorial  in 
Boston,  the  Sherman  Victory  monument  in  New  York  City's 
Central  Park,  and  other  efforts. 

Earlier,  Saint-Gaudens  maintained  studios  in  New  York 
City,  later  moving  to  a  hillside  location  overlooking  the  Con¬ 
necticut  River  Valley  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
established  a  studio  in  a  verdant  setting  near  his  home, "  Aspet," 
in  a  community  that  attracted  many  artists  (including  Maxfield 
Parrish  and  writer  Winston  Churchill) .  Today,  the  Saint-Gaud¬ 
ens  National  Historic  Site  is  maintained  by  the  National  Parks 
Service  and  is  open  to  the  public.  One  of  these  times  the  entire 


New,  ...and  a  Breakthrough! 

U.S.  Coin  Scales  and 
Counterfeit  Coin  Detectors 

by  Eric  P.  Newman  and  A.  George  Mallis 

Here's  a  one-of-a- 
kind  resource  for  nu¬ 
mismatists,  scale  collec¬ 
tors,  and  all  others  with 
an  interest  in  the  history 
6f  the  American  circula¬ 
tion  of  gold  and  silver 
coinage.  Starting  in  the  Colonial  period 
and  continuing  through  the  American 
specie  coinage  era,  the  practice  of  checking 
the  intrinsic  value  of  such  coinage  was  un¬ 
dertaken  until  it  was  no  longer  needed. 

During  those  years,  verifying  genu¬ 
ineness  and  curbing  fraud  by  means  of 
weighing  and  other  testing  was  essential 
in  maintaining  the  American  circulation 
of  gold  and  silver  coinage,  and  Eric  P. 
Newman  and  A.  George  Mallis  have  re¬ 
cently  published  the  first  comprehensive 
study  of  the  subject.  The  authors  are 
prominent  numismatic  researchers,  and 
have  collaborated  to  write  the  history  of 
these  weighing  instruments.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  mechanical  counterfeit  coin  detectors 
were  manufactured  in  many  types  rang¬ 
ing  from  small  pocket-sized  devices  to 
larger  scales  for  countertop,  banking,  and 
other  commercial  uses. 

The  400-page  book,  8V2  x  11",  includes 
extensive  illustrations,  patent  detail,  trade 
advertisements,  labels,  explanations, 
drawings,  and  other  data  about  this  fasci¬ 
nating  field  of  American  ingenuity  and 
gadgetry.  The  cost  is  $35,  plus  $4.50  for 
packing  and  U.S.  postage.  To  purchase  a 
copy,  send  check  or  money  order  for 
$39.50  to  EPNNES,  6450  Cecil  Avenue, 
St.  Louis,  MO  63105. 


Bowers  and  Merena  staff  will  go  there  for  a  summer  picnic! 

Responding  to  his  presidential  command,  Saint-Gaud¬ 
ens  studied  the  earlier  American  coinage  and  expressed  the 
opinion  to  Roosevelt  that  the  finest  design  to  that  point  was  the 
flying  eagle  as  used  on  the  cents  of  1856-1858.  In  time,  the  artist 
prepared  sketches  for  several  denominations,  including  the 
cent,  $10,  and  $20.  The  reverse  of  the  latter  denomination  used 
a  modified  version  of  the  flying  eagle  that  Saint-Gaudens 
admired  from  earlier  times. 

For  the  double  eagle,  Saint-Gaudens  used  as  a  central 
motif  the  figure  of  Victory,  said  to  have  been  modeled  by  his 
mistress,  Davida  Clark,  which  was  used  earlier  on  the  Sherman 
Victory  monument  (which  today,  sporting  a  relatively  new 
gilding,  can  be  seen  across  from  the  Plaza  Hotel,  New  York 
City).  Early  versions  of  the  double  eagle  expressed  the  date  in 
Roman  numerals,  MCMV1I,  and  were  done  in  very  high  relief, 
more  like  a  medal  than  a  coin. 

All  the  while,  Saint-Gaudens  maintained  close  contact 
with  President  Roosevelt.  The  Philadelphia  Mint  was  not  con¬ 
sulted.  Charles  E.  Barber,  chief  engraver  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  became  angry,  for  at  that  time  the  design  of  new  coinage 
was  the  provenance  of  the  Mint  staff.  Indeed,  the  coins  then  in 
circulation,  ranging  from  the  Indian  cent  to  the  Liberty  Head 
$20,  were  all  designed  by  past  or  present  Mint  employees.  When 
Barber  learned  of  the  high-relief  format  of  the  new  double  eagle, 
he  immediately  and  rightly  stated  that  such  would  not  be 
compatible  with  high-speed  production  presses.  Angered,  Presi¬ 
dent  Roosevelt  said  that  this  design  must  be  used  anyway,  even 
if  only  one  double  eagle  per  day  could  be  struck!  He  called  the 
interference  with  the  Mint's  coinage  prerogative  his  "pet  crime." 
To  satisfy  Roosevelt,  11,250  examples  of  the  MCMV1I  High 
Relief  double  eagle  were  struck,  laboriously  on  a  medal  press, 
requiring  three  impressions  per  coin.  After  that.  Chief  Engraver 
Barber  prevailed,  the  design  was  severely  modified,  and  later 
issues  were  produced  with  the  date  in  Arabic  numerals  (1907), 
and  in  shallow  relief.  The  modified  Saint-Gaudens'  design  was 
used  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1933. 

Another  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Rim.  MS-62 

(NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 9,950 

Near-Mint  State  MCMVII  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Rim.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Wire  rim  style,  with  a  high  razor-like  rim 
around  much  of  the  periphery.  Highly  lustrous 
and  choice  for  the  grade . 7,500 


"Inexpensive"  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  Wire  Edge.  F-15  (PCGS). 
A  find  for  the  budget-conscious  buyer.  Inexpen¬ 
sive,  sort  of.  Not  that  it  makes  any  difference  but, 
Fine-15  specimens  are  much  harder  to  find  than  are 
Mint  State  coins;  for  this  reason,  only  occasionally 


do  we  offer  a  worn  piece  for  sale . 3,150 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 595 

1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,995 

1908  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1909/8  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,250 

1909/8  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1909  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 859 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1910-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1910- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1911  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 775 

1911- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,025 

1911-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1913- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1914- D  MS-63.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre . 795 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1914-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1914- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1915  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1915- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous . 675 

1920  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1920  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


Classic  1920-S  $20  Rarity 


1920-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  nicest  specimens  we  have  ever  handled  of  this 
landmark  rarity .  23,500 

In  his  1982  study  of  auction  appearances  of  various  $20 
issues,  David  W.  Akers  commented  concerning  the  1920-S: 

"This  is  one  of  the  premier  dates  in  the  Saint-Gaudens 
series.  It  is  rare  in  any  condition  and  very  rare  in  full  Mint  State 
As  is  typical  with  most  rare  dates,  1  have  found  the  1920-S  to 
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be  generally  overgraded  by  a  full  grade  or  more.  The  auction 
records  below  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  1920-S  is 
usually  found  in  Unc.  but  most  of  the  ones  1  have  seen  were 
only  EF  or  AU.  Of  the  relatively  few  Uncs.  that  1  have  seen, 
only  two  were  gems,  the  Eliasberg  specimen  and  the  MS-67 
coin  pictured  above  that  is  in  a  prominent  Dallas  bank  collec¬ 
tion.  Overall,  I  rate  the  1920-S  as  the  seventh  rarest  date  in  the 
Saint-Gaudens  series.  Because  of  the  existence  of  circulated 
examples,  1  don't  feel  that  the  1920-S  is  as  rare  a  date  as  the 
1931-D  or  1930-S.  However,  it  is  considerably  more  rare  than 
either  of  these  two  dates  in  full  Mint  State.  Some  cataloguers 
have  estimated  that  only  a  dozen  or  less  1920-S  double  eagles 
exist.  Such  estimates  are  grossly  inaccurate  and  I  would  place 
the  number  more  in  the  range  of  40-50.  The  12  estimate  is 
probably  closer  to  the  number  of  lines,  in  existence  " 

Famous  and  Rare  1921  $20 


1921  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  splendid 
specimen  that  offers  high  raritv  and  a  great  amount 
of  eye  appeal.  The  1921  is  a  landmark  among  Saint- 
Gaudens  double  eagles.  Usually,  this  is  one  of  the 
last  pieces  to  be  acquired  in  a  set,  simplv  because 
even  the  most  well-moneyed  buyers  hold  out  the 
hope  that  they  wall  find  a  gem,  then  settle  on  an  AU 
or  whatever  else  can  be  found.  The  total  population 
of  this  date  is  very  low,  perhaps  under  100  pieces. 
Even  this  estimate  may  be  high.  In  1982,  David  W. 
Akers  suggested  40  to  50  pieces.  Certification  data 
are  not  particularly  useful  due  to  resubmissions. 
This  Mint  State  example  is  a  truly  find  for  us,  a  truly 
major  opportunity  for  you .  43,500 

For  the  record:  This  specimen,  certified  by  NGC  (550886- 
001),  has  a  die  break  on  the  reverse  at  the  left,  beginning  below 
the  eagle's  beak,  extending  upward  through  the  beak,  into  UN 
(UNITED).  Another  crack  extends  through  the  top  of  TW 
(TWENTY)  and  left  side  of  E  upward  to  the  right  through 
ST  AT  (STATES). 

When  seen  (which  is  not  often),  the  1921  is  found  to  be 
of  average  striking  sharpness,  a  characteristic  of  all  known 
authentic  specimens.  Not  enough  high-grade  specimens  exist 
to  determine  much  about  lustre  or  frost,  except  that  the  finish 
of  some  is  more  satiny,  (with  somewhat  of  a  "brushed"  ap¬ 
pearance,)  than  deeply  frosty.  The  present  coin  is  more  at  the 
frosty  end  of  the  spectrum. 

A  specimen  in  our  King  of  Siam  Sale  (October  1 987,  bit 
2186),  was  described  thus:  "Under  magnification  some  inter¬ 
esting  die  breaks  can  be  seen,  including  one  running  through 
top  of  LIBERTY  and  another  at  the  bottom  of  the  reverse, 
extending  up  toward  the  left  through  1  of  IN.  Fields  are  deeply 
frosty  and  lustrous,  a  satiny  appearance  that  is  deeply  frosty 
and  reminiscent  of  a  Matte  Proof." 

The  Polis  Collection  specimen  (sold  by  us  June  1991, 
Lot  1568),  called  AU-55,  was  further  described:  "A  circular 
obverse  die  crack  begins  above  the  date  and  runs  in  a  clock¬ 
wise  motion  to  the  Capitol  building  dome.  A  second  die  crack 
begins  at  the  third  obverse  star  to  the  left  of  Liberty,  and  runs 
from  there  through  the  Capitol  building  and  several  obverse- 
stars  until  it  reaches  the  rim  at  9:00.  A  third  die  crack  begins 
above  the  B  in  LIBERTY  and  extends  through  the  ERTY  and 


New  to  our  listings... 

Helpful  Hints  for 
Enjoying  Coin  Collecting 

by  Bill  Fivaz 


Every  day,  people  from  all  walks 
of  life  join  the  ranks  of  coin  collectors. 
Until  now,  there  has  been  no  single 
source  of  information  to  which  novice 
collectors  could  refer  for  the  knowl- 
edge  they  need  to  adequately  and  safely 
get  started.  In  this  single,  easy-to-use 
hook,  Bill  Fivaz  shares  his  experience 
of  over  50  years  of  coin  collecting  to 
provide  the  reader  with  the  informa¬ 
tion,  advice,  and  skills  one  needs  to 
have  FUN  in  this  popular  hobby. 

Subjects  covered: 

•  How  to  look  at  and  handle  a  coin 
properly 

•  How  to  house  and  care  for  your 
coins 

•  How  to  cover  a  convention  bourse 
floor  most  effectively 

•  How  to  buy  coins  through  the  mail 

•  How  to  bid  at  an  auction 

•  How  to  safely  mail  coins 

•  Grading  tips  on:  Indian  cents, 
Lincoln  cents,  Buffalo  nickels,  Jeffer¬ 
son  nickels,  Mercury  dimes,  Roosevelt 
dimes,  Standing  Liberty  quarters, 
Washington  quarters.  Walking  Liberty 
halves,  Franklin  halves,  Kennedy 
halves,  Morgan  dollars,  and  Peace  dol¬ 
lars 

•  Zeroing  in  on  the  AU-58  grade 

•  Weak  strike  information  on  many 
popular  series 

•  The  minting  process 

•  Numismatic  terms  and  definitions 

•  Comprehensive  recommended 
reading  list  of  reference  books 

•  Listing  of  numismatic  specialty  clubs 


Profusely  illustrated,  8V^  x  11', 
over  120 pages.  Spiralbound.  Stock  No. 
BFI-120.  List  price  $15.95. 

For  your  special  discount  infor¬ 
mation  see  page  89. 


Here  is  what 

Q.  David  Bowers  has  to  say 
about  this  new  book: 

“When  Bill  Fivaz  does  something 
he  does  it  with  enthusiasm,  correctly, 
and  in  a  way  that  everyone  appreci¬ 
ates.  And,  this  book  is  no  exception. 
Here  is  a  guide  meant  to  be  used — 
certainly  if  you  are  new  to  numismat¬ 
ics,  but  also  if  you’ve  been  at  the  game 
for  a  long  time.  I  enjoyed  looking 
through  it,  and  along  the  way  picked 
up  some  pointers  that  I  had  either  for¬ 
gotten  or  had  never  knowm. .  .if  time  is 
precious  to  you,  this  book  by  Bill  Fivaz 
will  make  good  use  of  it!” 


Vi 
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into  Liberty's  olive  branch." 

The  total  population  of  this  date  is  very  low,  perhaps 
under  100  pieces.  Even  this  estimate  may  be  high.  In  1982, 
David  W.  Akers  suggested  40  to  50  pieces.  Certification  data 
are  not  particularly  useful  due  to  resubmissions. 

The  method  of  distribution  of  the  1921  double  eagle  is 
somewhat  of  a  puzzlement.  If  several  hundred  thousand  had 
been  shipped  to  Europe  in  the  1920s,  surely  many  would  have 
surfaced  on  the  market  by  now.  Perhaps  most  were  shipped  to 
banks  stateside  and  were  paid  out,  thus  accounting  for  wear  on 
most  known  specimens.  In  1933-1934,  when  double  eagles  and 
other  high-denomination  gold  coins  were  called  in  by  Uncle 
Sam,  any  specimens  in  bank  reserves  would  have  been  re¬ 
deemed  and  melted.  Even  so,  this  would  not  explain  their  rarity. 
It  is  likely  that  most  of  the  mintage  was  held  by  the  Treasury, 
never  paid  out,  and  went  to  the  melting  pot  after  1933. 


1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1923- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1924  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

1924- D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,795 

1925  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1925  MS-62.  Brilliant . 659 


1925-S  $20  Rarity 


1925-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A  brilliant  specimen  of  this  rar¬ 
ity  among  Saint-Gaudens  $20  issues  of  this  de¬ 


cade.  Seldom  seen  in  any  grade . 3,150 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 


1926-S  MS-61  (NGC).  A  highly  lustrous  example  of 
one  of  the  main  rarities  among  mintmarked  issues 
in  the  series,  and  long  appreciated  as  such.  Satiny 
surfaces  show  the  overall  quality  of  a  higher 
grade;  a  well-hidden  reverse  scratch  probably 
accounts  for  the  assigned  grade.  We  are  pleased 
to  offer  this  elusive  double  eagle  at  a  price  that  we 
feel  is  an  exceptional  value . 2,450 


1926-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  coin  that 
offers  a  grand  combination  of  rarity  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 2,195 

Superb  Gem  1927  $20 


1927  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,595 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 


1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 659 

Superb  Gem  1928  $20 


1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare  as  a  date  in 
lower  grades,  but  at  the  MS-66  level  such  coins  are 


quite  elusive . 2,895 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 


Shenanigans 


The  following  sounds  like  a  basis  for 
an  interesting  story,  and  perhaps  David 
E.  Schenkman  will  expand.  In  the  Token 
and  Medal  Society  journal,  (February  1998) 
he  noted  that  during  the  late  1960s  he  no¬ 
ticed  an  advertisement  in  a  numismatic 
journal  offering  specimens  for  about  $10 
or  $15  each  of  a  previously  unknown 
early  transportation  token.  It  turned  out 
that  this  rarity  bore  the  imprint  of  the 
Washington  Hotel,  Burlington,  WA,  and 
was  "good  for  one  fare  to  G.N.R.R.  de¬ 
pot."  Some  excitement  prevailed,  as  it 
wasn't  that  often  that  a  new  discovery  of 
this  nature  was  made. 

Then,  in  the  words  of  Dave  Schenkman; 

While  it  was  tempting  to  just  order  the 
token  I  decided  to  first  call  John  Coffee,  who 
lived  in  nearby  Boston.  John  was  (and  still 
is)  editor  of  The  Fare  box,  the  monthly  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  American  Vecturist  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  while  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
it  was  genuine,  1  thought  he  might  know 
whether  the  token  was  common  or  scarce. 
Much  to  my  surprise,  John  advised  me  that 
the  tokens  were  thought  to  be  modern  fan¬ 
tasies. 

Research  by  Duane  Feisel  eventually 
established  that  the  tokens  had  recently 
been  struck  by  Meyer  &  Wenthe,  the  well- 
known  Chicago  token  manufacturer.  Mail 
fraud  charges  were  filed  against  the  person 


who  had  placed  the  order  for  the  tokens 
and  advertised  them  for  sale.  He  was  in¬ 
dicted  by  a  grand  jury  but,  ironically,  died 
of  a  heart  attack  before  the  case  went  to 
court.  So  there  the  matter  ended  except,  of 
course,  for  the  tokens,  which  continue  to 
appear  in  the  marketplace  occasionally. 
The  person  who  had  the  previous  piece 
struck  also  ordered  the  next  token  from 
Meyer  &  Wenthe  at  the  same  time.  Evi¬ 
dently  he  thought  that  having  a  bar  token 
from  the  hotel  added  legitimacy  to  the 
transportation  token,  and  he  offered  them 
for  sale  in  the  same  advertisements  for 
$1.00  each.  I  think  the  mintage  of  each 
piece  was  1,000,  so  there  are  plenty  of 
them  out  there. 

Now  that  the  person  who  ordered 
the  pieces  no  longer  walks  this  earth,  it 
might  be  interesting  to  mention  his 
name -for  future  researchers  to  "watch 
out"  if  more  things  can  be  connected  to 
this  person  (we  are  reminded  of  Mark 
Hoffman,  whose  "pedigree"  attached  to 
certain  documents  and  manuscripts 
seems  to  be  ever-expanding  and  turning 
up  more  fakes  and  forgeries,  much  to 
the  consternation  of  certain  auction 
houses,  but  certainly  providing  lots  of 
news  fodder  for  the  Maine  Antique  Di¬ 
gest,  among  a  few  other  tell-it-like-it-is 
publications). 
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The  American  Numismatic  Society  Building  in  1914. 


The  American  Numismatic  Society 

Without  doubt  the  most  extensive, 
most  valuable,  most  numismatically  sig¬ 
nificant  group  of  American  coins  ever 
brought  together  from  various  private  col¬ 
lections  was  the  array  of  specimens  show¬ 
cased  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
in  1914.  The  venue  wras  the  Society's  rela¬ 
tively  new  and  quite  impressive  headquar¬ 
ters  building  of  cut  stone,  located  on  its 
own  promenade  as  part  of  Audubon  Ter¬ 
race  in  the  prestigious  Momingside 
Heights  section  of  New  York  City,  on 
Broadway  between  155th  and  156th  streets 
(a  brisk  walk  from  the  Bunny  Theatre,  of 
which  we  may  say  more  in  another  article 
sometime). 

The  comfortable  rooms  in  the  two- 
story  building  furnished  a  sanctum 
sanctorum  for  collectors  of  the  day,  who 
made  it  a  point  to  visit  the  Society  when¬ 
ever  they  were  in  New  York  City.  At  the 
same  time,  they  would  visit  the  rare  coin 
dealers  in  town,  most  prominent  of  whom 
was  Thomas  L.  Elder,  who  had  trans¬ 
planted  himself  from  Pittsburgh  about  a 
decade  earlier.  Elder  was  a  peppery  fellow 
who  told  it  like  it  is  (or  was).  Among  his 
pet  peeves  were  Farran  Zerbe,  the  entire 
American  Numismatic  Association  (then  as 
now  a  different  organization  from  the 
American  Numismatic  Society),  Henry 
Ford,  and  William  Jennings  Bryan  — to  give 
a  short  list.  A  few  years  ago  Tom  DeLorey 
created  a  brilliant  article  on  Elder  for  publi¬ 
cation  in  The  Numismatist;  it  described  his 
use  of  inscriptions  on  medals  to  broadcast 
his  thoughts  and  emotions. 

A  special  catalogue  was  prepared  by 
the  Society  and  noted,  "This  exhibition  of 
United  States  and  colonial  coins  is  in¬ 
tended  to  illustrate  the  coinage  of  this 
country  from  the  earliest  time  up  to  the 
present  day."  This  was  in  the  day  that  the 


American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety  was  truly  American,  and 
emphasized  American  coias. 

Somewhat  later  it  became  a 
bit  too  lost  over  in  ancient 
Greece  and  ancient  Rome, 
but  in  recent  times  the  Soci¬ 
ety  has  come  'round  and,  in 
fact,  has  decided  to  continue 
publication  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics. 

Hopefully,  the  editorial  staff 
of  the  AJN  will  revert  to  the 
"good  old  days"  of  1866- 
1913,  the  Golden  Era  of  the 
magazine,  when  the  AJN 
was  one  of  the  most  spirited, 
most  interesting,  most  infor¬ 
mation-filled  publications  a 
numismatist  could  hope  to 
have  arrive  in  his  or  her  mailbox.  (Later,  it 
changed  into  a  series  of  monographs,  some 
of  which  may  have  delighted  professors  at 
Harvard  or  Oxford,  but  most  of  them  did 
not  play  to  the  average  American  numis¬ 
matic  enthusiast  in  Peoria).  Certainly,  to¬ 
day  the  Society  has  one  of  the  most  tal¬ 
ented  and  friendly  numismatic  staffs  any- 
where  in  the  world,  and  has  marvelous  fa¬ 
cilities. 

Returning  to  the  main  thrust  of  this 
commentary: 

Introductory  material  in  the  1914  ex¬ 
hibition  catalogue  included  comments 
about  various  issues  of  colonial  coins,  a 
few  paragraphs  on  the  various  mints,  men¬ 
tion  of  the  short-lived  Confederate  coinage 
(cent  and  half  dollar),  and  interesting  for 
the  1914  era,  this  comment,  "There  was 
also  exhibited  a  collection  of  freaks  and 
mis-struck  pieces."  At  that  time  mint  errors 
were  not  widely  appreciated  and,  in  fact, 
were  typically  sold  at  a  discount  from 
"perfect"  pieces.  As  strange  as  it  may  seem 


today,  a  large  copper  cent  struck  50%  off 
center,  or  an  Indian  cent  struck  twice,  or 
another  item  of  this  type,  found  little  in  the 
way  of  numismatic  appreciation.  The 
"freaks  at  the  ANS  Exhibition  were  from 
the  collection  of  Farran  Zerbe.  In  many 
ways,  Zerbe  was  ahead  of  his  time.  And, 
similar  to  B.  Max  Mehl,  he  did  much  to 
popularize  the  hobbv  — Mehl  via  his  omni¬ 
present  Star  Rare  Coin  Encyclopedia  sent  by 
mail  to  all  over  the  place,  and  Zerbe  by  his 
"Money  of  the  World"  exhibit  which  was 
mounted  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Interna¬ 
tional  Exposition  and  other  world's  fairs, 
as  well  as  in  the  lobbies  of  many  banks. 

Colonial  Coins 

Carl  Wurtzbach,  of  Lee,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  loaned  outstanding  pieces  from  his 
cabinet  of  early  American  coinage.  Interest¬ 
ing  and  important  issues  included  the  re¬ 
markably  rare  Massachusetts  silver  Willow 
Tree  shilling  dated  1652,  a  1694  Carolina  el¬ 
ephant  halfpenny,  1796  Myddelton  tokens 
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in  silver  and  copper  plus  the  related 
Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada 
muling,  and  representative  scattered 
"types"  of  other  issues.  The  copper 
coinage  of  Massachusetts  provided  a 
special  focus  for  Wurtzbach,  and  his 
presentation  included  cents  and  half 
cents  of  1787  and  1788,  listed  by 
Crosby's  variety  notations. 

Wurtzbach's  Washington  tokens 
and  medals  were  outstanding  and 
among  other  delicacies  offered  a 
specimen  of  the  famous  1792  Roman 
Head  or  Naked  Bust  cent,  one  of  the 
most  highly  acclaimed  rarities  of 
years  ago  (typically  auction  cata¬ 
logues  featuring  one  of  these  in  the 
19th  century  would  devote  much 
space  to  it,  the  catalogues  of  the 
highly  esteemed  W.  Elliot  Woodward 
being  examples),  several  varieties  of 
1792  copper  cents,  and,  especially  re¬ 
markable,  four  variations  of  the  1792 
"half  dollar"  from  dies  by  Getz. 

Wurtzbach,  who  began  collect¬ 
ing  in  the  1880s,  was  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  collectors  of  his  time,  particu¬ 
larly  in  relation  to  early  coinage.  Today 
he  is  not  as  well  known  as  would  have 
been  the  case  had  his  coins  been  fea¬ 
tured  in  an  auction  catalogue.  He  sold 
his  collection  in  segments,  with  some 
pieces  going  to  Virgil  M.  Brand  (to 
whom  he  is  said  to  have  been  re¬ 
lated,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to 
verify  a  connection),  his  Massachu¬ 
setts  silver  going  to  James  Clarke, 
and  other  coins  going  to  other 
places. 

Hillyer  C.  Ryder,  a  collector 
from  Carmel,  NY,  contributed  a 
rich  selection  of  early  American 
coins,  including  state  coppers  by 
die  varieties,  with  emphasis  on 
Vermont  and  New  Jersey.  Sev¬ 
eral  years  later  Ryder  would 
publish  a  study  of  the  Ver¬ 
mont  series,  and  today  in  the 
1990s  we  use  "Ryder  num¬ 
bers"  to  attribute  Vermont  pieces 
of  the  1785-1788  years. 

James  W.  Ellsworth,  an  extraordinary 
collector  from  New  York  City  who  was  not 
well  chronicled  in  numismatic  lore,  but 
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who  had  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  impressive  cabinets  ever  gath¬ 
ered  and  who  was  an  organizer  of  the 


World's  Columbian  Exposition, 
loaned  many  outstanding  pieces. 
Highlights  included  silver  Nova 
Constellatio  patterns  of  1783  consist¬ 
ing  of  the  silver  100  mils,  two  variet¬ 
ies  of  the  500  mils,  and  the  remark¬ 
able  silver  1,000  mils.  Ellsworth's 
1787  Brasher  doubloon,  also  fea¬ 
tured,  was  the  Matthew  A.  Stickney 
specimen  from  Salem,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Nine  years  later  in  1923, 
through  the  offices  of  Knoedler  & 
Company,  New  York  City  art  deal¬ 
ers,  Ellsworth  sold  his  collection  to 
Wayte  Raymond,  with  financing 
provided  by  John  Work  Garrett.  For 
his  support,  Garrett  had  first  pick  of 
what  he  needed  for  his  remarkable 
cabinet  (which  had  been  started  by 
his  father,  T.  Harrison  Garrett,  in  the 
1860s),  with  Raymond  selling  the 
rest  into  the  market.  Unfortunately, 
no  catalogue  was  ever  published. 

From  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin, 
H.O.  Granberg,  loaned  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society  a  rich 
selection  of  early  pieces,  high¬ 
lighted  by  Sommer  Islands  (Ber¬ 
muda)  coinage,  the  curious  "1793 
Pattern  Dollar  engraved  by  Jacob 
Perkins  of  Newburyport,  MA," 
and  two  varieties  of  1792  patterns. 
The  Perkins  "dollar"  was  a  made- 
up  piece  (no  known  connection  to 
the  federal  mint  at  Philadelphia)  and 
was  quite  an  attraction.  Granberg 
was  an  entrepreneur  who  enjoyed 
rarities  and  who  formed  and  sold  sev¬ 
eral  collections,  and  who  at  one  time 
contemplated  starting  a  rare  coin  busi¬ 
ness  in  conjunction  with  T.E.  Leon.  In 
our  catalogue  of  the  Boys  Town  Collec¬ 
tion  a  couple  years  ago  a  lot  of  space  was 
devoted  to  Leon  and  some  to  Granberg. 

George  C.  Ham  of  Naugatuck,  Con¬ 
necticut,  a  collector  of  whom  little  has 
been  recorded  (nor  does  your  editor  have 
much  to  add),  furnished  copper  coins  of 
his  own  state  1785-1788  as  well  as  a  selec¬ 
tion  of  other  pieces.  The  latter  included  a 
Washington  half  dollar  in  copper,  a  1796 
Myddelton  token  in  silver,  and  a  gold  half 
dobra  of  Brazil,  1754,  bearing  the  counter¬ 
stamp  "EB"  attributed  to  Ephraim  Brasher, 
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maker  of  the  famous  doubloon. 

David  U.  (for  Ulysses)  Proskey,  who 
at  the  time  was  living  in  Paterson,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  seemed  to  be  briefly  "showing  the 
flag"  by  loaning  two  unimportant  (in  the 
context  of  the  exhibition)  coins,  a  possibly 
cast  copy  of  the  circa 
1785  Bar  cent  and  a 
1787  Fugio  cent. 

Similarly,  J.W. 

Scott,  New  York  City, 
illustrated  a  single 
piece  — but  this  one 
highly  important  — a 
1652  Willow  Tree 
shilling.  In  the  same 
vein,  Elmer  S.  Sears, 
of  Swansea,  MA, 
contributed  but  a 
single,  early  Ameri¬ 
can  item,  a  1616 
Sommer  Islands  two¬ 
pence.  Many  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  So¬ 
ciety  members  were 
called  upon  to  be  a 
part  of  the  exhibi¬ 
tion,  and  gentlemen 
such  as  Proskey  and 
Scott,  among  others, 
made  a  small  effort, 
while  others  loaned 
major  sections  of 
their  cabinets. 

Gold  Coins  and 

Other  Highlights 

From  the  So¬ 
ciety's  own  holdings 
came  a  nice  offering 
of  early  American 
coins,  as  well  as  a  se¬ 
lection  of  $20  federal 
pieces  1850-1913.  In 
keeping  with  prac¬ 
tice  at  the  time,  coins 
were  not  graded  (nor 
were  they  assigned 
grades  in  catalogues  put  out  of  the  Mint 
Collection  in  Philadelphia  or  other  exhibi¬ 
tions).  Thus,  in  the  absence  of  other  infor¬ 
mation,  we  have  very  little  information  as 
to  what  $20  pieces  "1852-1856  inclusive" 
exhibited  by  the  Society,  consisted  of  (al¬ 


though  today  an  inquiry  could  be  made  at 
the  Society,  records  examined,  and  no 
doubt  any  specimen  on  hand  in  early  1914 
would  have  been  among  those  shown). 

Also  from  the  Society's  cabinet  came  a 
nice  selection  of  $10  pieces  including  1841 


and  1846  described  as  having  Proof  finish, 
and  a  complete  run  of  Proofs  1858-1907 
(how  fantastic!).  Two  each  were  shown  of 
the  1907  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  type  with 
period  before  and  after  inscriptions,  illus¬ 
trating  the  rolled  or  "broad  milling"  (per 


the  catalogue)  edge  and  the  wire  edge,  for 
a  total  of  four  pieces.  Apparently,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  show  both  the  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  features,  an  elegant  touch. 

The  Society's  cabinet  of  $3  pieces  was 
simply  described  as  a  "complete  set  dating 

from  1854  to  1889 
inclusive  [from  the 
Philadelphia 
Mint]."  Again,  how 
fantastic!  What  an 
attraction!  From 
branch  mints  the 
Society  also  showed 
an  1854-0,  1856-S 
(two  different  vari¬ 
eties),  and  an  1860- 
S.  Helping  out  was 
H.O.  Granberg, 
who  obligingly  fur¬ 
nished  the  missing 
1854-D,  1855-S,  and 
1857-S. 

The  Society 
also  furnished  $2.50 
gold  quarter  eagles 
from  17%  to  1913,  a 
scattering  across  a 
long  span  of  years, 
including  a  com¬ 
plete  set  of  Proofs 
1859-1907.  A  single 
branch  mint  coin 
was  included,  an 
1839-C  from  Char¬ 
lotte. 

Silas  Wodell,  a 
New  York  collector, 
loaned  early  $5 
pieces  from  1795 
through  1804.  Cer¬ 
tain  information 
was  given  concern¬ 
ing  varieties.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  a  particular 
1799  $5  is  described 
in  the  catalogue  as 
"Heavy  stars.  Re¬ 
verse:  end  of  palm  touches  right  fork  of  A. 
A  close  to  eagle's  talon." 

William  H.  Woodin,  industrialist,  nu¬ 
mismatic  scholar,  and  generally  one  of  the 
best  informed  people  in  coin  collecting, 
loaned  his  breathtaking  cabinet  of  $5 
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pieces  from  1795  onward.  Detailed 
descriptions  were  given  of  the  various 
obverse  and  reverse  die  characteris¬ 
tics,  scholarship  that  would  still  be  of 
use  today  should  anyone  wish  to  con¬ 
sult  it.  The  Woodin  Collection  contin¬ 
ued  into  the  present  century  and 
along  the  way  included  branch  mint 
issues  of  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  New 
Orleans,  Carson  City,  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  At  the  time,  1914,  very  few  nu¬ 
mismatists  desired  to  collect  higher 
denominations  (above  $1)  gold  coins 
by  mintmark  varieties,  and  thus 
Woodin  was  virtually  without  compe¬ 
tition  whenever  he  saw  something  he 
wanted  to  acquire.  Today,  Woodin's 
name  looms  large  in  the  annals  of  our 
hobby.  Not  only  did  he  write  the  text 
for  the  first  comprehensive  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject  of  patterns, 
published  in  1913,  but,  further,  he 
studied  die  varieties  of  federal  coins, 
formed  several  marvelous  collections, 
and  as  a  finishing  (literally)  touch 
served  as  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt's  first 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  1933  (be¬ 
coming  ill  while  at  the  post,  and  pass¬ 
ing  away  early  in  the  next  year). 

Farran  Zerbe  provided  a  coin  not 
owned  by  the  Society,  a  quarter  eagle 
simply  described  as:  "1848. 
Counterstamped  CAL.  on  reverse. 
This  was  to  signify  that  the  gold 
used  in  these  pieces  came  from  Cali¬ 
fornia." 

Elmer  S.  Sears  of  Swansea, 
MA,  provided  a  collection  of  gold 
dollars  1849-1889,  grades  not 
stated,  but  including  scarce  branch 
mint  varieties  as  well  as  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  issues. 


Silver  Dollars  to  the  Fore 

The  display  of  silver  dollars 
commenced  in  the  catalogue 
with  the  collection  of  H.O. 

Granberg,  who  started  off 
events  in  a  nice  way  with  a 
very  attractive  example  (per  the 
illustrated  plate)  dated  1794,  continuing 
through  to  and  including  the  William  Idler 
specimen  of  the  famous  1804  rarity.  Liberty 
Seated  dollars  were  complete  in  Proof  from 


Branch  mint  silver  dollars  were 
also  included,  among  which  was  an 
1870-S  described  as  "Only  Specimen 
Known,  No  Record  of  issue  at  the 
Mint."  Today  in  the  1999  it  is  conven¬ 
tional  wisdom  that  about  10  different 
pieces  are  known,  but  in  1914  there 
was  relatively  little  information 
available  concerning  mintmark  vari¬ 
eties  of  silver  issues,  apart  from  what 
Augustus  G.  Heaton  had  published 
in  his  Treatise  on  Mintmarks  in  1893. 
Carson  City  dollars  included  one 
each  of  1870,  1871,  1872,  and  1873. 
Morgan  silver  dollars  by  date  and 
mint  were  also  shown. 

Silver  dollars  of  the  year  1804 
did  not  end  with  the  Granberg  dis¬ 
play,  as  close  by  were  three  other 
specimens,  the  Lyman  specimen 
loaned  by  Waldo  Newcomer,  the 
Stickney  specimen  loaned  by  James 
W.  Ellsworth,  and  the  Rosenberg 
specimen  also  loaned  by  Ellsworth. 


Other  American  Silver  Coins 

Trade  dollars  showcased 
pieces  from  Granberg's  cabinet, 
including  Philadelphia  Mint  issues 
described  as  "a  complete  set  from 
1873  to  1885  inclusive,  the  last  two 
dates  very  rare,"  as  well  as  a  com¬ 
plete  run  of  San  Francisco  and 
Carson  City  issues  including  several 
varieties  of  mintmark  sizes. 

From  Howard  R.  Newcomb,  of 
Detroit,  MI,  came  a  marvelous  dis¬ 
play  of  half  dollars  from  1795  (sic)  on¬ 
ward.  While  no  definite  conclusions 
can  be  made  from  the  listing,  and 
while  some  rarities  (notably  the  1794, 
1838-0,  and  1855-S)  were  omitted,  still 
the  collection  was  very  extensive  and 
no  doubt  exceedingly  impressive.  The 
rare  1878-S  was  simply  described  as 
"Proof."  Carson  City  issues  of  1876-CC 
and  1877-CC,  including  reverse  varieties, 
were  likewise  called  "Proof."  At  the  time 
the  word  Proof  was  used  more  loosely 
than  it  would  be  later,  and  today  many 
such  pieces  would  be  called  prooflike,  al¬ 
though  as  Walter  Breen  has  written  there 
were  some  authentic  branch  mint  Proofs. 

Quarter  dollars  featured  the  collec- 


1840  through  1855.  A 

delicacy  was  provided  by  an  1866  Without 
Motto  on  the  reverse. 


Cr<nkh\  10-! 


I  lough  tv  1«*7 
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Coins  at  an  Exhibition 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


tion  of  Howard  R.  Newcomb  and  ranged 
from  1796  onward.  Both  known  die  vari¬ 
eties  of  1796  were  included  (today  known 
as  Browning-1  and  -2),  but,  curiously, 
there  was  no  piece  dated  1804  (somewhat 
scarce,  but  certainly  available  to 
Newcomb -perhaps  he  was  holding  out 
for  a  full  Mint  State  coin  and  never  en¬ 
countered  one).  Nor  did  he  have  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  1823/2  or  the  rare  1827. 
Newcomb  was  early  in  the  game  of  col¬ 
lecting  branch  mint  coins,  and  his  quarter 
dollar  series  included  many  outstanding 
pieces  among  which  was  a  full  run  of 
Carson  City  coins. 

Twenty-cent  pieces  included  a  com¬ 
plete  set,  the  1876-CC  being  provided  from 
the  cabinet  of  Waldo  Newcomer. 

Rare  Dimes 

Dimes  from  1796  onward  were  pri¬ 
marily  from  Howard  R.  New’comb. 
Branch  mint  pieces  were  not  complete, 
but  what  was  there  was  probably  in 
higher  grades,  although  today  we  have  no 
way  of  knowing  except  for  scattered  pedi¬ 
grees  that  may  have  survived.  Interest¬ 
ingly,  the  1871-CC  dime  was  called 
"Proof"  and  must  have  been  a  majestic 
specimen. 

A  "1905-D"  dime  was  either  some 
special  piece  of  which  we  have  no  record 
today,  or,  more  likely,  was  a  typographical 
error.  In  any  event,  after  the  "1905-D" 
came  a  selection  of  dimes  "1907-1912  in¬ 
clusive."  From  the  cabinet  of  H.O. 
Granberg  came  two  marvelous  rarities  in 
the  dime  series,  the  explanations  of  which 
are  dramatic  to  read  today:  "1873  Carson 
City  Mint.  No  arrows  at  side  of  date.  Only 
specimen  known."  [Today  this  statement 
still  holds  true,  and  the  only  piece  ac¬ 
counted  for  is  that  which  we  showcased 
in  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  in 
1996,  and  which  was  bought  by  Waldo 
Bolen  after  a  spirited  bidding  contest.] 

The  second:  "1894  San  Francisco  Mint. 
Only  two  known."  [Today  in  the  1990s  the 
1894-S  remains  a  prime  rarity,  with  perhaps 
nine  or  10  known.  It  is  one  of  the  most  fa¬ 
mous  coins  in  the  American  silver  series.] 

Newcomb  came  to  the  fore  with  half 
dimes,  and  his  cabinet  was  presented  in 
its  entirety,  including  scarce  and  rare 


branch  mint  varieties.  Dr.  D.W.  Valentine, 
of  Englewood,  NJ,  who  nearly  20  years 
later  would  write  a  monograph  on  half 
dimes,  loaned  pieces  from  his  cabinet  as 
well. 

Nickel  three-cent  pieces,  silver  three- 
cent  pieces,  nickel  five-cent  pieces  were 
complete  as  to  known  dates  and 
mintmarks  and  were  from  the  Society's 
own  holding.  Ditto  for  1864-1873  two-cent 
pieces,  complete  in  Proof. 

Cents  and  Half  Cents 

Dr.  George  P.  French,  of  Rochester, 
New  York,  was  the  source  for  the  prime 
exhibit  of  large  copper  cents  1793-1857,  in¬ 
cluding  a  rich  presentation  of  1794s  listed 
by  Hayes  numbers.  Years  later  the  French 
cabinet  would  be  purchased  en  bloc  by  B. 
Max  Mehl  and  offered  for  sale  in  a  fixed 
price  list.  Carl  Wurtzbach  contributed 
some  outstanding  cents  as  well,  empha¬ 
sizing  rarities  among  which  were  several 
spectacular  1793  issues,  a  high-grade  (per 
the  illustration)  1823,  and  this:  "Cent  of 
1822(?).  Counterstamped  on  one  side  with 
head  of  Washington  on  the  other  side 
with  head  of  Lafayette  and  dated  1824. 
This  was  done  privately  to  commemorate 
the  visit  of  Lafayette  to  this  country." 

From  the  cabinet  of  the  Society  came 
the  1793  "Clover  or  Cotton  Leaf  Variety, 
Crosby  5-E."  Later,  this  became  known  as 
the  "Strawberry  Leaf"  variety.  Today  many 
scholars  consider  it  to  have  been  a  contem¬ 
porary  counterfeit,  not  a  product  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint. 

Small  cents  included  two  die  varieties 
of  the  1856,  and  a  complete  set  of  later  is¬ 
sues.  By  1914  the  Lincoln  cent  series  had 
just  begun,  and  the  offering,  though  com¬ 
plete,  was  of  course  quite  modest. 

Half  cents  featured  the  cabinet  of 
George  P.  French,  which  had  many  issues, 
but  lacked  1796, 1831, 1836,  and  all  Proofs 
1840-1849  save  for  a  solitary  1845.  Hillver 
C.  Ryder  filled  in  a  few  spaces,  including  a 
1796  without  pole  to  cap  — then  and  now  a 
formidable  rarity  — while  the  Society  itself 
provided  some  of  the  rare  Proof-only  is¬ 
sues. 

Edward  B.  Morgan,  of  Colorado,  sent 
a  remarkable  collection  of  coins  struck  in 
his  home  town,  Denver,  commencing  with 


the  first  year  of  issue,  1906,  down  through 
and  including  1913. 

Patterns,  Private  Gold  Coins,  and  More 

Another  significant  part  of  the  1914 
American  Numismatic  Society  Exhibition 
catalogue  was  devoted  to  pattern,  trial, 
and  experimental  pieces  loaned  by  William 
H.  Woodin.  Indeed,  no  detailed  study  of 
the  series  today  would  be  complete  with¬ 
out  consulting  this  landmark  presentation. 
More  patterns  came  from  the  cabinet  of 
Judson  Brenner  (of  Youngstown,  Ohio)  and 
other  sources. 

Private  gold  coins  highlighted  the  col¬ 
lection  of  Charles  Gregory  of  New  York 
City  and  included  many  splendid  pieces 
bearing  such  names  as  Moffat  &  Company, 
Augustus  Humbert,  Dunbar  &  Company, 
Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.,  and  Kellogg  &  Co.,  all 
of  San  Francisco,  as  well  as  Colorado  coin¬ 
age,  coinage  of  the  Bechtlers  in  North 
Carolina,  and  "beaver"  pieces  from  Or¬ 
egon,  not  to  overlook  the  coins  of  the  saints 
on  the  shore  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake  in  Utah. 
A  rich  presentation  of  private  gold  pattern 
and  trial  pieces  included  unique  and  rare 
strikings.  Of  course,  by  definition  any  such 
pattern  is  rare. 

Ben  E.  Green,  the  Chicago  dealer,  sent 
an  extensive  collection  of  encased  postage 
stamps  of  the  1862-1863  era,  augmented  by 
specimens  from  the  cabinet  of  Charles  Gre¬ 
gor)-  of  New  York  City.  Then  followed 
coins  of  United  States  possessions  such  as 
Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Philippines. 

Edgar  H.  Adams  provided  an  original 
silver  striking  of  the  1861  Confederate  half 
dollar  (one  of  just  four  struck),  while 
Judson  Brenner  furnished  an  original  cop¬ 
per-nickel  1861  Confederate  cent  as  well  as 
restrikes  in  copper  and  silver,  but  not  gold. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  catalogue  was 
printed  a  list  of  addenda  "loaned  by  Mr. 
Henrv  Chapman  of  Philadelphia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania."  Although  it  was  not  stated, 
possibly  Chapman's  contribution,  consist¬ 
ing  of  early  American  coins,  came  in  too 
late  to  be  included  in  the  appropriate  sec¬ 
tions. 

The  catalogue  was  extensively  illus¬ 
trated.  Some  selections  from  the  exhibition 
are  shown  here,  together  with  the  original 
captions  as  given. 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins 


We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  "classic" 
era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  market  has  been  slow 
and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  op¬ 
portunity.  Suffice  it  to  say,  if  you  are  building  a  choice 
set  now  it  will  cost  you  much  less  than  it  would  have 
at  the  market  peak  in  1989. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  unhesi¬ 
tatingly  states  that  among  American  coins,  few  if 
any  issues  can  match  commemoratives  for  their  his¬ 
torical  significance.  Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is 
laden  with  low  mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful 
Mint  State,  with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces, 
can  be  purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  some¬ 
times  well  under— certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  and  Washington-Carver  series  being 
prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the  right  time. 
If  you  don't  have  anything  special  in  mind,  we  sug¬ 
gest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which  consists  of  48 
different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella 


quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of 
50  coins.  Our  inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  issues  for  your  selection. 

1893  Isabella  quarter  dollar.  EF-45 . 215 

Notable  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  toning . 2,695 

Interestingly,  Lafayette  dollars  were  struck  from  hand- 
punched  dies,  resulting  in  several  collectible  die  varieties,  a 
highly  unusual  feature  among  federal  coins  of  that  era,  all 


others  of  which  were  stereotyped  except  for  the  date  logotype 
and  mintmark  punch. 

Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
Plus  Personal  Letter 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65.  With  letter  and  his¬ 
tory.  A  splendid  specimen,  attractively  toned, 
accompanied  by  a  long  personal  (not  "form") 
letter  from  the  Alabama  Centennial  Commis¬ 
sion  (the  letter  is  intact  but  split  at  the  folds) 
detailing  the  history  of  the  coin.  A  find  for  the 
advanced  collector  of  commemoratives  and 
memorabilia . 2,750 


Hurry!  Final  offering! 

California  Gold  Rush 
Commemorative  Medal 

from  the  Patrick  Mint 


One  of  the  most  interesting  items  ever 
produced  by  Jess  Patrick  at  the  Patrick  Mint 
(a  private  enterprise  out  in  California),  is 
this  medal  commemorating  the  150th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  discovery  of  gold  at  Sutter’s 
Mill  on  the  American  River  in  California. 
This  limited  edition,  pure  silver  commemo¬ 
rative  piece  measures  27.1  nun.,  and  weighs 
122.3  grains.  Struck  in  1998,  this  medal  has 
a  real  California  gold  nugget  embedded  or 
attached  to  the  front — a  very  nice  tie-in. 

We  offer  these  beautiful  medals  for  $25 
each.  If  you’d  like  one  just  let  Gail  Watson 
or  Janet  Lavertue  know  when  you  place 
your  order  from  this  issue.  Order  yours  to¬ 
day.  This  is  intended  to  be  our  final  offer¬ 
ing. 

only  $25.00 

(plus  shipping) 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  We  are  sure  you  will  be  delighted  when 


you  open  your  package  from  us . 2,750 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1936  Albany.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  239 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1936- S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 2K0 

1937- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1937- S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 112 

1938- D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 815 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 205 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 359 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2.104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2, 100 — one  of  the  lowest  prod  uction  hgures  for  any 
legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . .  295 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1939- D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Check  the 

enticingly  low  mintage! . 325 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Check  the  entic¬ 
ingly  low  mintage! . 1,095 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1936- S  Bay  Bridge.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1935  Boone.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 69 

1936  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1937  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1937-D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1937-S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant  525 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingly 

low  mintage! . 525 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  1,125 


The  late  B.  Max  Mehl,  a  numismatic  showman  if  there 
ever  was  one,  wrote  a  booklet  on  commemorative  half  dollars 
in  1937,  giving  his  unvarnished  views  of  the  different  issues, 
good,  bad,  and  indifferent.  He  picked  the  1925-S  California  as 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  to  his  eye.  And,  indeed,  a  high-grade 
coin,  such  as  this  MS-65,  is  indeed  beautiful  as  you  will  see 


when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox. 

1925-S  California.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,125 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 


1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  14 


1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only  5, (XX) 
examples  were  released  of  this  issue,  the  same- 
being  true  of  the  other  two  mints.  Over  the  years 
this  has  been  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series. 
We  consider  the  present  pricing  structure  to  be 
especially  low  and  for  that  reason  especially  at¬ 


tractive . 259 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS)  Lightly  toned. 

Another  very  appealing  coin . 695 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  350 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 289 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 65 


1892  Columbian.  MS-65  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of 
America's  first  commemorative  half  dollar. ...  749 
1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  Brilliant.  1  his  popular  issue 
was  widely  distributed  in  its  own  time,  and  in 
later  years  the  pieces  became  relatively  scarce,  as 
they  are  today,  particularly  in  choice  to  gem  Mint 


State . 695 

1936  Elgin.  M^64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of  several 
commemorative  half  dollars  memorializing  the 

Civil  War . 699 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 699 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (NGC ).  Brilliant . 375 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 265 


Choice  Grant  With  Star  50c 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (PCC iS).  Brilliant  Among 
early  commemorative  half  dollars  this  is  the  gn-at 
classic  (although  much  about  it  has  been  forgotten 

today).  Very  scarce  in  this  high  grade . 2,695 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  AU-53  (ANACS) . 985 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden 
surfaces.  Difficult  to  find  in  higher  grades....  985 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 615 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 105 

1946  Iowa  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 695 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 109 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  The  reverse  of 

this  coin  is  our  nominee  for  John  R.  Sinnock's  best 
work  on  a  legal  tender  coin . 675 


1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  675 
1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse 
with  the  reverse  having  beautiful  gold  and  green 


peripheral  toning . 495 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 795 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 


1920  Maine.  MS-65  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  As 
"Mainers"  know  well,  there  is  something  special 
about  the  Pine  Tree  State.  Among  eastern  states 
it  is  probably  the  most  untouched  in  relation  to 
how  life  was  a  century  ago.  It  is  easy  to  experi¬ 
ence  a  time  warp  when  poking  around  the  main 
street  of  Wiscasset  or  some  other  tow  n  rich  with 


history . 709 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 709 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 415 

Fairly  scarce  at  the  gem  level  as  offered  here. 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 415 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 415 


Gem  1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar 


1921  Missouri.  2*4.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  rose  ton¬ 
ing.  A  truly  remarkable,  indeed  very  special  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  issue  which  is  scarce  in  all  grades,  but 
which  emerges  as  a  significant  rarity  in  this  el¬ 
egant  preservation . 6,650 


Now  is  the  Time  to  Buy... 

In  recent  years  commemoratives 
have  been  overlooked,  and  right  now 
in  1999  the  market  is  at  or  near  a  low 
point.  If  you  do  some  research  and 
reading  you  will  see  that  there  are 
many  issues  — such  as  the  varieties 
among  Arkansas  commemoratives  — 
that  have  relatively  low  mintages,  are 
available  in  high  Mint  State  grades, 
and  yet  the  prices  are  quite  low.  The 
coin  market  moves  in  cycles,  and  it 
seems  like  just  yesterday  we  were  com¬ 
menting  in  our  offerings  that  Indian 
cents  and  Peace  silver  dollars  found 
few  buyers.  Today  in  1999  these  series 
are  "hot"  once  again. 
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United  States  Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


* 


1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 575 

1936  Norfolk  commemorative  half  dollar  imprinted 
cardboard  holder  (five  spaces)  used  to  distribute 

the  pieces;  no  coins.  A  nice  exhibit  item . 109 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 359 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 289 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 325 

Many  of  these  were  distributed  at  the  Century  of 
Progress  Exposition  held  in  Chicago. 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 280 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1938-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 255 

1938-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1939- D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Check  the 

enticingly  low  mintage! . 625 

1939-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingly 

low  mintage! . 625 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 515 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 515 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 615 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..  95 
1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 59 


1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 835 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 835 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Build  a  set. .  265 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

MS-65  PCGS  1926  Sesquicentennial 


1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
major  rarity  at  this  level  of  preservation,  although 
quite  plentiful  in  lower  Mint  State  grades  (such  as 

MS-60  to  MS-63) .  5,600 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 110 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .  650 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 650 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1934  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

Here  begins  the  extensive  run  of  Texas 
commemoratives,  which  continued  through  1938.  The  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  complete  collection  of  these  is  a  very  affordable 
possibility,  and  even  the  lower-mintage  issues  are  very  inex¬ 
pensive. 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1934  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 


Gain  Knowledge  First! 
Bug  the  hook... 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Commemorative  Coins 
of  the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  resource.  Multiple 
pages  on  every  classic  commemorative 
coin  and  previously  unpublished  infor¬ 
mation  about  rarity,  market  analyses, 
etc.  768  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308. 
List  price  $39.95.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-308a.  List  price  $49.95. 

For  your  special  discount  informa¬ 
tion  see  page  89. 


1936  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1936  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1936-S  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1938  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Check  the  entic¬ 
ingly  low  mintage! . 299 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1938  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingly 

low  mintage! . 309 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Check  the  enticingly 

low  mintage! . 309 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  golden 
peripheral  toning . 309 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 

men  of  this  interesting  and,  in  this  grade,  quite  rare 
coin.  All  were  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint, 
but  someone  forgot  to  put  the  S  mintmark  on  the 
die! . 1,450 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1927  Vermont.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 169 

1949  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 85 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 205 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  always 

popular  due  to  its  low  mintage . 1,495 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  por¬ 
trait.  MS-62  (NGC).  Beautiful  satiny  surfaces.  629 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  think  the  market 
offers  many  really  excellent  buys,  and  we 
have  been  emphasizing  our  acquisitions  in 

this  area . 649 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCI).  Bril¬ 
liant . 865 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 725 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 565 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 485 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (NGC) . 425 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . 765 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 435 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 510 


-  TO  ORDER  - 

CALL  TOLL-FREE:  1-800-222-5993 
FAX:  (603)  569-5319 

E-mail:  di  rsalcs@bo  wersand  merena.com 
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|L  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Question  &  Answer  Forum 


Q,  Just  wanted  to  let  you  know  how 
•  much  1  enjoy  reading  your  books. 
Your  writings  certainly  help  broaden  the 
universe  of  collectors.  Unfortunately  over 
the  last  several  years  I've  noticed  some 
friction  between  various  segments  of  the 
collecting  population  — there  are  the  cir¬ 
culated  "purists"  versus  the  "big-money" 
gem  Mint  State  collectors,  and  the  "toned 
vs.  white"  debate  that  was  raging  a  few 
years  ago  but  has  quieted  lately.  1  wrote  a 
little  poem  regarding  this  area  of  dis¬ 
agreement  that  I  hope  you  find  amusing. 
Do  you  have  any  opinion  on  "toned  vs. 
white?"  —  D.K.  [The  sender,  DK,  sent  a 
poem  about  two  different  numismatists  — 
one  who  just  loved  old-time  toning  and 
the  other  who  felt  that  all  coins  should 
have  a  "blinding  white  gleam."] 

A.  Thank  you  for  your  very  clever 
•  poem!!!  (As  it  "names  names,"  we 
won't  reprint  it  here!) 

Personally,  while  I  enjoy  a  brilliant, 
frosty  coin,  1  would  enjoy  equally  or  even 
more  an  attractively  toned  coin.  While 
careful  dipping  of  a  coin  can  make  a  toned 
piece  brilliant,  if  one  does  this  27  times  — or 
whatever  — pretty  soon  the  coin  will  be¬ 
come  cloudy. 

One  nice  thing  about  old-time  collec¬ 
tions  such  as  those  formed  by  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Emery  May  Holden  Nor- 
web,  Virgil  M.  Brand,  and  the  Garrett 
family  is  that  the  coins  were  not  cleaned 
or  dipped,  and  therefore  they  were  espe¬ 
cially  appreciated  by  bidders  when  the 
pieces  came  on  the  market  for  auction 
competition.  On  the  other  hand,  in  Au¬ 
gust  1903  in  an  article  in  The  Numismatist, 
Farran  Zerbe  stated  this  concerning  the 
Mint  Cabinet  (now  in  The  Smithsonian): 
"I  found  many  of  the  silver  Proof  coins  of 
late  years  partially  covered  with  a  white 
coating.  On  inquiry  1  learned  that  an  over 


zealous  attendant,  during  the  last  vaca¬ 
tion  months  when  the  numismatic  room 
was  closed,  took  it  on  himself  to  clean  the 
tarnished  coins,  purchased  some  metal 
polish  at  a  department  store,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  his  cleaning  operation.  Later 
a  coating  of  white  appeared  on  the  coins, 
which  was  now  slowly  disappearing.  I  ex¬ 
pressed  my  displeasure  at  this  improper 
treatment  of  Proof  coins,  and  the  custo¬ 
dian  explained,  'that  is  nothing.  1  have 
been  here  eight  years  and  they  have  been 
cleaned  three  or  four  times.'  "  Zerbe 
speculated  that  should  this  cleaning  con¬ 
tinue,  in  the  future  one  would  have  noth¬ 
ing  left  except  plain  planchets  and  badly 
worn  coins! 

Of  course,  cleaning  with  metal  polish 
is  a  no-no.  Careful  dipping  (the  Photograde 
book  gives  information  in  this  regard)  may 
be  useful,  but  not  on  a  repetitive  basis,  and 
only  with  great  care. 

The  care  and  archiving  of  items  is  an 
important  field,  which,  perhaps,  deserves 
more  study  in  numismatics  than  it  has  a‘- 
ceived  to  date  — or  perhaps  deserves  a 
compilation  in  a  single  volume  so  that  dif¬ 
ferent  thoughts  can  be  reviewed. 

The  care  of  coins  undergoes  various 
transitions.  In  the  general  time  period  from 
the  1960s  through  the  early  1980s,  many 
coins  were  retailed  in  polyvinyl  chloride 
containers,  which  were  fine  for  examina¬ 
tion  and  short  term  use  (as,  indeed,  they  are 
used  by  auction  houses  today),  but  which 
are  not  satisfactory  at  all  for  long-term  stor- 


Wc  invite  renders  to  submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect  of  American 
numismatics.  All  will  be  answered 
privately  by  Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff,  and  selected  questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


age.  Exactly  how  coins  should  be  stored  is 
a  matter  of  opinion,  and  no  one  has  come 
up  with  a  perfect  answer.  Our  own  advice 
is  to  keep  coins  in  dry  circumstances  away 
from  harmful  fumes  and  to  handle  them 
carefully.  In  addition,  it  currently  seems 
that  holders  made  of  Mylar,  Lucite,  and 
other  inert  plastics  are  fine. 

Currency  has  undergone  transitions 
in  storage.  The  beautiful  collection  of  cur¬ 
rency  formed  by  Col.  E.H.R.  Green  was 
stored  in  transparent  celluloid  holders, 
which  reacted  chemically  with  the  notes 
and  completely  destroyed  most  pieces, 
and  made  others  quite  brittle.  In  the 
1960s,  Michael  Kolman,  Jr.,  the  Cleveland 
dealer,  offered  a  sendee  for  a  time 
whereby  currency  and  notes  could  be 
laminated  in  plastic.  This  was  a  one-w'ay 
sendee,  as  there  was  no  way  known  to 
him  to  un-laminate  them.  After  a  time  he 
found  that  laminated  surfaces  became 
scuffed,  and  the  project  was  quickly  dis¬ 
continued.  Today,  perhaps  the  best  way  to 
nicely  store  notes  would  be  in  the  manner 
in  which  P.SA  certifies  sports  cards  — in  a 
hard,  inert  plastic  holder,  which  at  once 
sen  es  as  a  frame  or  showcase  for  the  note 
and  also  has  space  for  its  identification. 

■  ■  ■ 

Q.  Can  you  help  me  with  a  few  tech- 
•  nical  questions?  First,  what  does 
"specie"  mean?  Second,  what  is  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  an  "unparted"  gold  bar 
and  a  "fine"  gold  bar?  Third,  is  there  a 
commonly  accepted  definition  for  "legal 
tender?"  -C.L. 

A.  You  are  in  luck,  sort  of,  as  if  you 
•  sign  up  for  my  forthcoming  book, 
The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  Jonathan," 
you'll  find  out  a  lot  about  gold  bars,  espe¬ 
cially  as  issued  in  the  American  West.  Also, 
you'll  find  a  lot  about  the  purity  (or  lack 
thereof)  of  various  types  of  native  gold 
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Question  and  Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


from  different  places  in  California.  (If  you 
do  not  plan  to  order  the  book  — what  a 
shame  this  would  be!  —  write  to  me  after  it 
is  published,  and  I'll  send  you  photo¬ 
copies,  gratis,  of  the  pages  in  question.) 

In  general,  an  unparted  bar  is  one  con¬ 
taining  native  gold  metal,  as  taken  from 
the  ground.  Such  a  bar  contains  much 
gold,  but  it  also  contains  natural  alloys 
such  as  silver.  The  gold  metal  has  not 
been  refined.  A  fine  gold  bar,  per  the  defi¬ 
nition  used  by  the  New  York  Assay  Office 
(opened  in  1854,  and  also  discussed  at 
length  in  the  book)  is  one  that  is  nearly 
pure.  Purity  was  expressed  in  thou¬ 
sandths.  Thus,  a  bar  of  .999  fine  gold  has  a 
fineness  of  999/1000ths.  To  qualify  as  fine 
gold  in  the  19th  century,  a  bar  had  to  be  at 
least  .990  pure,  which  is  a  tad  short  of  the 
.999  pure  often  seen  today  in  gold  ingots 
that  are  traded  for  commerce  or  invest¬ 
ment. 

Concerning  specie,  this  refers  to 
minted  coins  of  silver  and  gold,  not  to  bars 
or  raw  metal.  In  popular  parlance  the  term 
has  been  misused  many  times,  but  this  is 
what  it  should  mean. 

Legal  tender  refers  to  a  monetary  unit 
that  is  accepted  or  authorized  by  a  govern¬ 
ment  for  use  in  trade  and  for  payment  of 
money  due  the  government.  There  are 
some  interesting  exceptions  to  this.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  in  1864  Uncle  Sam  would  not  ac¬ 
cept  his  own  Legal  Tender  notes  in  pay¬ 
ment  at  par  for  gold  coins,  silver  coins,  or 
Proof  coins! 

■  ■  ■ 

Q,  I  am  putting  together  a  collection 
•  of  old  numismatic  books  and  ar¬ 
ticles.  I  wonder  if  you  could  provide  for 
me  a  biography  of  B.  Max  Mehl,  the  well- 
known  Texas  dealer.  — M.B. 

A,  Providing  even  a  partial  biography 
•  of  Mehl  (1884-1957)  would  be  tan¬ 
tamount  to  writing  a  book.  However,  here 
are  a  few  quick  comments  that  may  be  of 
interest: 

Benjamin  Max  Mehl,  who  started  his 
career  as  a  shoe  clerk  but  became 
America's  most  famous  rare  coin  dealer  of 
the  first  half  of  the  20th  century,  was  nearly 
always  known  as  B.  Max  Mehl  (Benjamin 
never  mentioned).  The  pronunciation  of 


surname  was  indicated  by  Mehl  himself, 
who  referred  to  his  "Mehl-ing  list."  How¬ 
ever,  most  collectors  today  ignore  conven¬ 
tion  and  pronounce  it  as  "mell." 

His  first  advertisement  was  carried 
in  the  Numismatist  in  the  December  1903 
issue.  In  March  of  the  following  year  he 
issued  the  impressively  titled  booklet, 
Catalogue  of  Fine  Selections  of  Choice  United 
States  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  Coins,  Private 
and  Territorial  Gold,  United  States  Fractional 
Currency,  Etc.,  Etc.,  perhaps  his  first  publi¬ 
cation. 

By  1910,  his  innovative  advertising 
and  colorful  personality  projected  him  to 


B.  Max  Mehl 


the  front  rank  of  dealers.  He  actually  had 
two  separate  but  related  businesses.  The 
first,  which  went  under  different  names 
including  the  Star  Rare  Coin  Company  and 
the  Numismatic  Bank  of  Texas  (a  business 
title  which  seems  to  have  been  pirated 
from  or,  ahem,  inspired  by  William  von 
Bergen's  Numismatic  Bank  in  Boston), 
sold  copies  of  the  Star  Rare  Coin  Encyclope¬ 
dia  to  the  public  for  $1  each  (price  later  in¬ 
creased).  These  were  dispensed  by  the  mil¬ 
lions  to  hopeful  buyers  who  dreamed  of 
finding  in  change  such  rarities  as  a  1913 
Liberty  Head  nickel  or  an  1804  silver  dollar. 

At  one  time  mail  from  the  public  ad¬ 
dressed  to  him  accounted  for  more  than 
half  the  business  of  the  Fort  Worth  Post 
Office.  His  other  orientation  was  toward 
the  numismatic  community.  Over  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  years  he  sold  many  of  the  most 
important  collections  ever  assembled,  in¬ 


cluding  those  of  Messrs.  Granberg,  Ten 
Eyck,  Dunham,  Atwater,  and  Neil.  He 
also  handled  the  famous  rarity-laden 
Waldo  C.  Newcomer  Collection  on  con¬ 
signment. 

Mehl  was  a  promoter  of  coins  and 
arguably  did  more  to  advance  the  hobby 
than  any  other  individual  of  his  time.  His 
fame  endures  today,  and  there  is  a  con¬ 
tingent  of  numismatic  bibliophiles  who 
collect  Mehl-iana.  During  his  career, 
Mehl  handled  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  clas¬ 
sic  rarities  including  eight  different 
transactions  involving  the  1804  dollar,  as 
well  as  the  Dunham  1822  half  eagle,  and 
other  landmarks. 

Although  Mehl  handled  many  im¬ 
portant  numismatic  cabinets  containing 
specialized  series -the  Slack,  and  other 
collections  of  territorial  gold,  the  Dr. 
French  Collection  of  large  cents,  and  the 
Dunham  Collection  of  encased  postage 
stamps  are  but  several  of  many  examples 
that  could  be  cited  — Mehl  did  not  insert 
meaningful  scholarship  into  any  of  these 
offerings.  As  Mehl  himself  would  have 
been  the  first  to  admit,  his  role  was  that  of 
a  numismatic  merchant,  auctioneer,  and 
publicist  — a  role  he  enjoyed  immensely. 
Historical  and  technical  numismatic  mat¬ 
ters  were  left  to  others. 

Without  question  Mehl  can  be  charac¬ 
terized  as  the  most  colorful  and  most 
prominent  professional  numismatist  on  the 
American  scene  during  the  first  half  of  the 
20th  century.  And,  similarly  without  ques¬ 
tion,  his  contributions  to  popularizing  the 
coin  hobby  were  beyond  measure.  His 
death  came  in  1957,  by  which  time  he  was 
considered  the  grand  master  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatic  trade. 

In  some  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Grin  Re¬ 
view  I  will  devote  some  more  space  to  Mehl, 
who  was  a  very  fine  fellow  and  whom  I  en¬ 
joyed  meeting  in  the  twilight  of  his  career. 
Meanwhile,  you  might  want  to  consult  the 
March  1929  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  which 
ran  a  13-page  spread  on  Mehl.  As  a  guide  to 
which  of  his  many  auction  catalogues  have 
the  most  significant  content,  you  may  want  to 
consult  United  States  Numismatic  Literature. 
Volume  II:  Twentieth  Century  Auction  Cata- 
logucs,  by  John  W.  Adams,  1990  (published 
by  George  W.  Kolbe). 
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Unusual  Money  in  Arizona 

1879-1881 

In  Arizona  Territory  in  1879-1881  closed  four  financial  documents  are  interest-  had  a  different  transactional  value  than 

transactions  took  place  in  several  dif-  ing  as  they  represent  as  many  different  the  other.  These  four  different  notes  repre- 

ferent  media  of  exchange.  The  en-  ways  of  payment— each  of  which  in  its  time  sent  three  different  methods  of  payment. 


This  check  drawn  on  the  Pima  County  Bank, 
April  19,  1879,  is  specifically  denominated  as 
"Fifty  Greenbacks,"  these  being  Legal  Tender 
paper  money  notes  issued  by  Uncle  Sam.  Such 
greenbacks  tended  to  be  worth  less  than  an 
equivalent  face  value  in  coins.  Various  banks,  in¬ 
cluding  the  one  featured  here,  allowed  deposi¬ 
tors  to  keep  accounts  for  various  methods  of  pay¬ 
ment— certainly  a  complicated  situation. 


This  check  drawn  on  L.M.  Jacobs  &  Co., 
Bankers,  May  6, 1879,  is  specifically  payable  in 
"One  hundred  Silver  Dollars."  Note  that  the 
word  "silver"  is  underlined.  These  were  hard 
money  in  the  truest  and  finest  sense  of  the  form, 
and  traded  at  a  higher  value  than  would  $100 
greenback  notes. 


This  site  draft,  the  only  note  not  datelined 
Tucson  -  this  particular  one  is  from  Hermosillo, 
but  also  bears  the  Tucson  imprint  — is  specifi¬ 
cally  payable  in  "forty  Mexican  silver  dollars," 
which  traded  at  a  separate  value,  probably  ever 
so  slightly  higher  than  Uncle  Sam's  Morgan  sil¬ 
ver  dollars. 


This  obligation  drawn  on  Safford,  Hudson  & 
Co.,  Bankers,  is  also  payable  in  Mexican  silver 
dollars,  in  the  present  instance  $35.  While  we  are 
at  it,  we  should  mention  that  in  the  1870s  in  cer¬ 
tain  parts  of  the  West,  such  as  Nevada,  checks 
could  also  be  made  payable  in  silver  trade  dol¬ 
lars. 
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California  Small 
Denomination  Gold 

Round  25C 

Undated  (circa  1853).  Breen-Gillio-221.  Liberty  Head. 


MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

Undated  (circa  1853).  BG-224.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

Octagonal  25C 

1866  BG-708.  Rarity-5.  Liberty  Head.  EF-40 . 195 

1875  BG-798.  Indian  Head.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 395 


«  v 

Round  Gold  $1 


Rare  1872  Round  Gold  $1 


photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size 


1872  BG-1207.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
A  brilliant,  prooflike,  and  very  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  issue.  As  a  class,  round-format  gold  dollars 
are  all  rarities . 3,250 

Octagonal  Gold  $1 


1854  "Perched"  or  "Humbert"  Eagle  $1 


photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size 

1854  BG-504.  Liberty  Head.  Eagle  reverse  similar  to 
that  used  on  the  $50  gold  "slugs"  of  the  United 
States  Assay  Office.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive.  Ever-popular  motif  and,  of  course,  the 

scarcest  of  the  three  denominations . 3,950 

1869  BG-1106.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 695 

1871  BG-1109.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 


(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  beauty. 
Very  attractive! . 1,695 

Territorial  Gold 


Rare  1849  Oregon  "Beaver"  $5 


1849  Oregon  $5  Kagin-1.  Rarity-5.  VF-25  (PCGS). 
A  very  nice  specimen  of  this  famous  Oregon 
coin . 24,500 

The  story  of  this  issue  is  fascinating,  and  we  share  some 
of  it,  as  reflected  in  some  paragraphs  from  Dave  Bowers' 
forthcoming  book.  The  Treasure  Ship  "S.S.  Brother  Jonathan”: 

Oregon  Exchange  Co.  Gold  Coins 

In  1848  word  of  the  discovery  of  gold  at  Sutter's  Mill  on 
the  American  River  in  California  spread  north  to  the  Oregon 
settlements.  This  was  months  before  the  news  was  widely 
circulated  in  the  East.  Seeking  quick  and  easy  fortunes,  many 
Oregonians  traveled  southward  and  were  among  the  first 
outsiders  to  arrive  at  the  bonanza  sites.  Some  met  with  a 
degree  of  success  and  came  back  home  with  unrefined  dust 
and  nuggets.  Realizing  that  gold  in  native  form  was  of  uncer¬ 
tain  value  and  could  not  be  easily  used  in  commerce,  and  that 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  only  allowing  $10  per  ounce 
for  it  in  trade,  the  Oregon  Legislature  on  February  15, 1849, 
passed  an  act  which  provided  for  the  establishment  of  a 
territorial  mint.  Had  this  come  to  pass,  this  would  have 
antedated  any  coinage  facility  in  California.  However,  the 
governor  declared  this  act  to  be  in  contravention  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  plans  were  terminated. 

To  remedy  the  situation  a  group  of  eight  merchants  and 
citizens  banded  together  in  Oregon  City,  at  the  terminus  of  the 
Oregon  Trail,  to  establish  a  private  mint.  The  principals  were 
W.K.  Kilboume,  Theophilus  Magruder,  James  Taylor,  George 
Abemethy,  W.  H.  Willson,  William  H.  Rector,  J.G.  Campbell, 
and  Noyes  Smith.  The  firm  was  designated  as  the  Oregon 
Exchange  Co. 

Hamilton  Cambell,  a  Methodist  missionary,  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  cut  dies  for  a  $5  gold  coin.  William  H.  Rector  may 
have  engraved  the  dies  for  a  coin  of  the  $10  denomination 
(Victor  Wallace,  machinist,  has  also  been  suggested  as  a 
candidate  [in  20th-century  numismatic  accounts  from  the 
Lockley  account  reprinted  below;  however,  it  seems  that  the 
Campbell  account  should  take  precedence]).  The  coins  pro¬ 
duced  were  to  be  of  virgin  gold  without  added  alloy,  al¬ 
though  certain  elements  including  silver  were  natural  alloys 
of  California  metal. 

In  due  course,  specimens  reached  the  East  Coast.  Messrs. 
Eckfeldt  and  Dubois,  keepers  of  the  Mint  Cabinet  in  Philadel¬ 


phia,  noted  (Jacob  R.  Eckfeldt  and  William  E.  Dubois,  New 
Varieties  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  Counterfeit  Coins  and  Bullion: 
With  Mint  Values.  1851,  p.  7): 

"The  coin  is  not  well  struck,  but  is  pleasantly  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  picture  of  a  beaver,  a  good  emblem  of  mining 
industry  and  of  western  life." 

A  nearly  contemporary  account  of  the  coinage  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Oregon  Statesman,  September  18, 1865,  and  may 
be  the  most  factual  known  (this  citation  having  been  furnished 
to  QDB  by  Dan  Owens): 

"OREGON  CITY,  Aug.  4, 1865. 

"Hon.  Samuel  E.  May,  Secretary  of  State  of  Oregon 

"Sir: 

"In  reply  to  yours  of  17th  ultime,  requesting  a  history 
of  the  mint  established  in  1849,  I  give  you  a  brief  account. 
Upon  the  discovery  of  the  gold  mines  and  the  consequent 
rush  of  miners,  for  nearly  every  man  that  went  to  California 
at  that  time  became  a  miner,  and  the  great  demand  for 
supplies  to  clothe  and  feed  them,  Oregon  very  naturally  sent 
a  great  number  of  her  population  together  with  all  the 
supplies  that  she  could  spare  from  her  immediate  wants, 
receiving  in  return  a  large  amount  of  gold  dust  of  the  most 
superior  quality,  taken  from  the  Feather  and  Yuba  rivers 
principally. 

"Nearly  every  man  brought  gold  dust  with  him  on  his 
return  to  Oregon,  and,  finding  that  a  great  annoyance  and 
waste  accompanied  the  payments  of  small  sums  in  dust,  was 
naturally  anxious  to  dispose  of  sufficiency  of  dust  for  coin  to 
meet  his  immediate  demands.  There  being  but  little  coin  in 
the  country  at  that  time,  caused  an  influx  from  the  nearest 
points  where  it  could  be  obtained,  viz:  South  America  — and 
as  the  debasement  of  the  currency  of  nearly  all  the  South 
American  states  was  great  and  notorious,  so  much  so,  in  fact, 
that  upon  my  return  from  the  Atlantic  side  in  the  latter  part 
of  1847,  before  the  gold  mines  were  discovered,  they  did  not 
hesitate  to  give  me,  during  my  stay  in  Panama,  25  of  their 
nominal  quarters  of  a  dollar  in  exchange  for  a  United  States 
half  eagle  coin;  and  when  you  take  into  consideration  that  a 
very  large  amount  of  gold  dust,  the  intrinsic  value  of  which 
was  between  $18  and  $19  per  ounce,  was  being  daily  ex¬ 
changed  at  the  rate  of  $11  per  ounce,  payable  in  the  debased 
South  American  coin  at  a  rate  of  four  of  these  nominal 
quarters  of  a  dollar  to  the  dollar,  you  will  see  at  once  the 
enormous  loss  Oregon  was  suffering -the  double  discount 
on  the  gold  and  coin. 

"A  small  party  of  gentlemen  met  at  the  counting  room 
of  Campbell  &  Smith  to  take  the  foregoing  matter  into  consid¬ 
eration,  and  concluded  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  country  to 
form  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  coining  the  dust  into  a 
shape  that  would  be  of  par  value  at  any  place  where  gold  coin 
was  used.  The  names  of  the  parties  that  paid  for  the  machin¬ 
ery,  dies,  &c.,  and  that  incurred  and  lost  the  whole  expenses  of 
the  transaction  were  Kilbome,  Magruder,  Taylor,  Rector, 
Campbell  &  Smith. 

"The  design  of  the  dies  was  drawn  by  myself  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  company,  and  immediately  adopted  as  being 
appropriate.  The  tariff  on  goods  exchanged  bv  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  for  furs  (of  which  beaver  money  was  the  mam 
item  in  Oregon),  being  much  less  than  for  coin,  beaver  orders 
on  the  Hudson  Bay  Co.  were  considered  the  best  money  in  the 
country. 

"As  soon  as  we  commenced  making  the  coin,  gold  dust 
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rose  to  $16  per  ounce,  at  which  rate  we  exchanged  our  coin  for 
dust,  when  so  requested. 

"After  having  issued  some  $10,000,  and  broken  both 
of  our  crucibles  (we  had  with  much  trouble  only  been  able  to 
procure  two),  and  having  effected  our  object,  viz:  -  Raised 
the  price  of  gold  dust  and  stopped  the  influx  of  South 
American  currency,  and  every  piece  that  we  coined  being  at 
the  expense  of  the  company,  we  concluded  to  cease  opera¬ 
tions  and  did  so. 

"I  send  you  an  assay  made  for  us  at  the  U  S  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  in  1850;  the  first  mentioned  on  the  memorandum 
was  the  clippings  of  the  last  coining,  and  the  contents  of  our 
last  crucible,  when  it  broke,  together  with  some  very  tine  Yuba 
dust;  the  second  is  our  Oregon  beaver  coin,  and  I  assure  you 
that  every  coin  in  this  assay  was  so  abraded,  that  the  design 
was  almost  indistinguishable,  from  the  wear  by  contact  with 
alloyed  and,  of  course,  harder  coin. 

"1  also  send  vou  the  dies,  which,  if  you  see  proper,  1 
would  like  to  have  deposited  with  the  $10  piece  vou  allude  to 
They  were  made  bv  VV 1 1  Rector  and  1  lamiltonCamfvll  in  C  Yi-gt  sc 

"If  you  do  not  see  proper  to  so  dispose  of  the  dies, 
please  return  them  to  me  by  a  safe  hand 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"Yours,  respectfully, 

"J.G.  CAMPBELL 

"The  designs  on  the  coins,  eagles  and  half  eagles  were 
as  follows: 

"On  the  eagles,  'Oregon  Exchange  Company,'  on  the 


margin,  and '  10  L)  20G  NativeGold  Ten  D,'  across  the  face,  and 
on  the  reverse  side,  the  letters  'K.M.T.R.CS.  (initial  letters  of 
the  bankers)  and  O.T.  (for  the  Territory)  1849"  on  the  margin, 
and  the  figure  of  a  beaver  in  the  centre;  on  the  half  eagle,  the 
same  as  on  the  first  side  of  the  eagle,  with  the  exception  of  5  D 
instead  of  10  D,  and  also  130G  instead  of  20G;  and  on  the 
reverse  side,  the  same  as  the-  reverse  side  of  the  eagle,  except 
that  the  letter  'A'  appears  among  the  initial  letters  on  the 
margin,  which  is  suppt>sed  to  represent  Gov  Abernethv 

"  —  Editor,  Statesman. " 

An  account  written  in  1028  by  Fred  Locklev  told  of  a 
second-hand  account  furnished  by  a  descendant  of  Victor 
Monroe  Wallace,  giving  somewhat  different  information 

"James  Taylor  of  Clatsop  Plains  was  appointed  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  mint,  Truman  P  Powers,  treasurer,  W.H  Willson, 
melter  and  coiner,  and  George  L.  Curry,  assayer  A  com¬ 
pany  called  The  Oregon  Exchange  Company  was  formed  to 
operate  the  mint  The  members  of  this  company  were  W  K. 
Kilts  hi  rne,  Theophilus  Magruder,  James  Taylor,  George 
Abernethv,  W.H  Willson,  W  II  Rector,  J.G.  Campbell  and 
Noyes  Smith  Mr  Rector  was  employed  as  coiner.  Various 
historians  have  stated  that  J.G  Campbell  made  the  stamps 
and  dies  This  is  not  correct,  for  Mr  Campbell  did  not 
understand  the  use  of  tools  and  could  not  have  made  them. 
He  was  authorized,  however,  to  have  the  stamps  and  dies 
made  Me  employed  a  jeweler  at  Salem  to  make  the  dies  for 
the  $5  gold  piece  and  he  hired  mv  father  to  make  the  dies  for 
the  $10  gold  piece  Father  was  employed  in  the  mint  " 


The  $5  gold  dies  bore  on  the  obverse  the  initials 
K.M.T.A.W.R.G.S.,  representing  the  names  of  the  company 
members.  The  G  was  an  error  and  should  have  been  C  for 
Campbell  The  obverse  of  the  $5  piece  pictured  a  beaver  on  a 
log,  facing  to  the  right,  the  same  animal  which,  being  a 
trademark  of  the  Territory,  was  earlier  used  on  the  Northwest 
Co  tokens  dated  1820.  Below  was  the  designation  T.O.  for 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  below  that,  the  year  1849,  with 
branches  to  the  sides.  On  the  reverse  appeared  the  notation 
OREGON  EXCHANGE  COMPANY,  130G.  NATIVE  GOLD  5 
D.  The  pieces  contained  130  grains  of  gold,  or  nearly  5'/> 
pennyweight. 

The  $10  coins  were  a  variation  of  the  same  general 
motif  and  seem  to  be  of  the  same  general  workmanship,  but 
may  have  been  cut  by  a  different  person  as  related  above.  If  so, 
the  same  tools  were  probably  used. 

In  his  memorable  book  published  last  year,  America's 
Money,  America's  Story,  Richard  Doty  commented:  "The  dies 
for  this  coinage  still  exist,  housed  at  the  Oregon  Historical 
Society  m  Portland  . .  (I  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  them.] 
When  I  did  so,  one  thing  became  apparent:  the  Oregon  pio¬ 
neers  were  striking  their  eagles  and  half  eagles  by  hand, 
without  the  intervention  of  an  ordinary  coining  press.  The 
obverse  and  reverse  dies  fit  together  in  a  kind  of  socket, 
wherein  one  die  was  actually  sunk  into  a  depression,  articu¬ 
lated  with  the  other  A  planchet  could  be  dropped  into  the  hole 
and  positioned  atop  the  lower  die  Then  the 'press' was  closed, 
and  the  top  die  was  struck  w  ith  a  sledgehammer  When  the 
apparatus  was  opened,  the  finished  coin  could  be  tapped  out 
with  a  wooden  mallet ..  .* 

Coinage  amounted  to  approximately  6,000  of  the  $5 
pieces  and  2Ji50  $10  coins.  These  were  accepted  at  face  value 
m  trade  throughout  the  Oregon  Temtorv,  which  at  that  time 
included  the  present  states  of  Oregon  and  Washington  and  all 
land  toward  the  east  reaching  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  At  the 
time  Oregon  City  had  approximately  1,000  white  citizens, 
while  the  entire  Temtorv  comprised  about  9,000  immigrant 
inhabitants.  Many  of  the  Oregon  gold  coins  were  sent  to 
California  m  payment  foe  merchandise,  San  Francisco  having 
established  itself  by  1 849  as  the  leading  commercial  center  of 
the  West  Coast 

In  Portland,  the  first  bank  of  importance  seems  to 
have  been  set  up  in  rooms  over  the  grocery  store  of  Ladd  & 
Tilton  in  1859  and  given  the  impressive  title  of  Bank  of 
Oregon  At  the  time,  individuals  and  partnerships  could 
engage  in  banking,  but  no  charter  or  sanction  was  given  by 
the  state  government  Certain  of  the  $5  and  $10  gold  "bea¬ 
ver"  coins  were  still  in  circulation,  and  Ladd  &  Tilton 
countvrMamped  some  of  them  with  its  advertisement.  The 
firm  remained  prominent  for  the  ensuing  decade  and  was 
often  mentioned  in  accounts  of  gold  and  silver  bullion, 
especially  metal  brought  from  the  eastern  reaches  of  the 
state  and  from  Idaho.  Eventually  nearly  all  of  the  Oregon 
Exchange  Co.  coins  were  melted  However,  when  Albert  D. 
Richardson  traveled  through  the  state  in  1865,  he  noted  in 
his  |ouma!  (as  given  in  Peyctnl  the  Mississippi,  1867,  p.  408) 
that  an  occasional  piece  could  still  be  found. 

Pattern  Coins 

1858  pattern  Indian  cent.  Pollock-259,  Judd-208. 

Proof-63.  Obverse  dated  1858.  but  of  the  same 
type  adopted  in  1859.  Reverse  with  laurel 
wreath  as  adopted  in  1859.  Ever  popular  as  an 
eye-catching  conversation  piece.  Only  a  few 
hundred  are  known  to  exist;  it  is  at  least  two  or 
three  times  rarer  than  an  equivalent  1856  Flying 
Eagle  cent . 1,495 

1859  pattern  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 

1859  (regular  issue),  reverse  of  1860  (regular  is¬ 
sue  with  oak  wreath  and  shield).  MS-64  (NGC). 
A  brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  of  this  highly  im¬ 
portant  coin . 1,695 


A  Classic  Reference  Book! 

United  States  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues 

by  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 


States 

^(Patterns 

Q^cfated  cIssues 


Answers  these  important  questions: 

•  How  rare  is  it? 

•  What  did  it  sell  for? 

•  What  is  it  really  worth? 

This  great  reference  hook  will  be  a 
cornerstone  in  your  numismatic  library! 
Not  only  are  patterns  interesting  in  them¬ 
selves,  hut  they  also  provide  excellent  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  designs  that  were  finally 
adopted. 

In  writing  this  hook  in  1994,  Mr.  Pol¬ 
lock  (at  the  time  a  staff  numismatist  for 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries),  extensively 
utilized  the  coins  from  the  Harry  W.  Bass, 
Jr.  Research  Foundation. 

Through  studies  that  occupied  several  years,  he  meticulously  evaluated  rarity 
and  assembled  market  price  data,  often  finding  that  certain  previously  published 
rarity  ratings  have  been  far  off  the  mark. 

Specifications:  8V2  x  1  V  hardbound,  524  pages,  profusely  illustrated.  Stock 
No.  BPO-100.  List  price  $79.00.  For  your  special  discount  information  see  page  89. 
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Transitional  Pattern  1864  25C 


1864  pattern  Seated  Liberty  quarter.  P-455,  J-387. 
Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  Struck  in  copper.  Reeded 
edge.  Transitional  issue  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
reverse  as  first  regularly  used  in  1866 .  2,995 


Counterstamped  Coins 

1807  Draped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  with 

"R.  Keen"  on  the  obverse.  F . 195 

1863  Indian  cent  "NY-650-A-1."  VG.  Merchant  coun¬ 
terstamp,  quasi  "Civil  War  token"  with  W.P. 
Davis,  Engine,  Calendar  &  Tile  Machine  Manf'r 
No.  Bloomfield  NY.  Interesting  and  rather  spec¬ 
tacular  in  appearance.  First  seen! . 475 

1874  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  counterstamped 
with  SAGE'S  CANDY  COIN.  VG.  A  somewhat 
mysterious  issue;  in  1874  the  proprietor  of  Sage's 
Candy  apparently  featured  silver  quarters,  half 


Miscellany  for  Sale 


dollars,  and  trade  dollars  as  a  promotion  of  some 
type.  No  other  dates  or  denominations  are 
known,  nor  is  the  identity  of  Sage  known  (it  is  not 
our  early  numismatic  dealer  luminary,  Augustus 
B.  Sage) . 295 

Tokens,  Medals,  Etc. 

Atwood's  Railroad  Hotel,  New  York  City.  Low-201. 
Copper.  Rarity-7.  AU-58.  Depicts  Washington  on 
horseback.  One  of  the  most  famous  of  all  19th- 
century  New  York  City  store  cards  and  transpor¬ 
tation  tokens . 1,795 


Medaliic  Portraits  of 


2nd  Ed. 


Issues  from 
around  the 
world,  1783 
to  present 

Current  pricing 
in  three  grades 
of  condition 


Hundreds  of 
dear  photos, 
detailed 
descriptions 

■ 


Just  Published! 

The  Medaliic  Portraits  of  Washington 

by  Russell  Rulau  and  George  Fuld 


Of  all  presidents  from  George  Wash¬ 
ington  down  to  Bill  Clinton,  none  has 
been  more  honored,  more  recognized, 
and  more  extensively  featured  on  vari¬ 
eties  of  coins,  medals,  and  tokens,  than 
George  Washington.  Today,  Washing¬ 
ton  tokens  and  medals  form  a  very  fas¬ 
cinating  collecting  opportunity,  but  one 
known  to  relatively  few.  Contrast  this 
with  the  numismatic  hobby  of  1860 
when — would  you  believe  it? — Wash¬ 
ington  tokens  and  medals  were  the  hot¬ 
test  items  on  the  rare  coin  market!  This 
brand  new,  completely  revised  edition 
by  well-known  token  experts  Russell 
Rulau  and  George  J.  Fuld  (plus  a  credit 
on  the  front  cover  to  our  own  Dave 
Bowers),  will  furnish  you  a  passport  to 
the  thousands  of  different  varieties  that 
are  available. 

If  you  are  seeking  a  new  avenue  to 
collect,  you  will  be  heartened  to  know 
that  even  great  rarities  can  often  he 
bought  for  nominal  prices,  many  in  the 
range  of  $25  to  $100,  and  only  a  few 
for  more  than,  say,  $500. 

The  second  edition  of 
Medaliic  Portraits  of  Wash¬ 
ington  covers  Washington 
coins,  medals,  tokens, 
plaques,  and  badges  issued 


Coins,  medals, 
tokens,  plaques 
und  badges 


Russell  Rulau  and  George  Fuld 

In  consultation  with  Q.  David  Bowen 


around  the  world  from  1783  to  the 
present,  with  clear  photos,  detailed  de¬ 
scriptions,  and  pricing  in  three  grades  of 
condition. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  much  of 
the  Washingtonia  found  in  the  second 
edition  of  this  book  has  tripled  in  value 
since  the  first  edition  came  out  in  1985. 

If  you  are  already  acquainted  with 
the  numismatic  items  of  George  Wash¬ 
ington,  then  this  book  is  an  absolutely 
essential  update.  If  the  field  is  new  to 
you,  order  it  with  the  complete  assur¬ 
ance  that  if  you  do  not  find  it  to  be  a 
great  addition  to  your  library,  you  can  re¬ 
turn  it  within  30  days  for  a  full  refund, 
no  explanation  necessary.  We  made  a 
special  arrangement  with  Krause  Publi¬ 
cations  and  we  are  the  first  to  receive  a 
large  shipment  of  this  brand  new  book. 
As  you  read  these  words,  we  have  over 
400  copies  on  hand,  including,  we  hope, 
one  especially  for  you. 

The  book  is  8V2  x  11”, 
hardbound,  432  pages  with 
over  1,000  black  and 
white  illustrations. 
Stock  No.  BRU-555.  List 
price  $34.95.  For  your 
special  discount  infor¬ 
mation  see  page  89. 
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1833  L-72.  Hard  Times  token.  Rarity-6.  Francis 
Brigham.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford  token.  AU- 
50.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  issue,  perennially  a 

favorite  rarity . 1,095 

1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford 
token.  VF-30 .  325 

From  tlw  Garrett  Collection. 

Circa  (1868)  Baker-251.  Washington  medal.  Proof-65 
RD . 325 


Stanley  Cup  Hockey  Award 


1938  Stanley  Cup  Award  medal  in  gold.  EF. 

Awarded  to  Carl  Voss  of  the  Chicago  Black 
Hawks.  A  prime  sports  item,  a  find  for  the  histo¬ 
rian  and  specialist . 2,895 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our  prede¬ 
cessor  firm.  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  commis¬ 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochester, 
NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us.  The 
approximate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent  of 
the  1793-1857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each 
token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the  famous 
IMMUN1S  COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the 
1786-1787  copper  coinage,  "Columbia"  being  a 
representation  of  "America."  The  reverse  depicts 
an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derived 
from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold 
coin.  Examples  are  with  "antiqued"  finish  as 
made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full  of 
these  when  moving  some  "stuff,"  the  remainder 
from  2,000  minted.  Each  $9.95,  25  for . 149 

Hawaiian  Coins 

1883  Hawaiian.  10t.  MS-63  (PCC.S).  Brilliant;  rare 
so  nice.  This  and  other  business  strike  Hawai¬ 
ian  silver  coins  of  1883  were  struck  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  but  no  one  thought  to  add  an  S 

mintmark . 1,695 

1883  Hawaiian.  10c.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 389 

Miscellany 

Impressive  "Wheel  of  Fortune" 

Casino  Device 

Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  "wheel  of  for¬ 
tune"  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in  the 
present  century— just  the  sort  of  device  that 
would  have  been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or  high 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  wheel,  about  six  feet 
in  diameter,  is  on  its  own  stand  and  is  displayed 
in  a  vertical  position.  The  wheel  is  ornamented 


with  numbers  (resembling  dice  faces)  and  mir¬ 
rored  panels  and  is  a  very  impressive  ensemble. 
We  came  across  this  in  an  antique  shop  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  (where  it  still  is),  wrote  a  check  for  it  on 
the  spot,  and  now  offer  it  for  sale.  In  many  years 
of  being  interested  in  antique  gambling  devices, 
we've  encountered  only  one  other  for  sale.  Basi¬ 
cally  "original"  condition,  not  repainted,  altered, 
or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few  touches,  but  is  es¬ 
sentially  pristine.  Ask  for  a  photo!  Offered  f.o.b. 
Massachusetts . 3,450 

1942  "experimental  cent"  related  pieces:  In  1942  the 
United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suitable 
replacement  for  the  copper  cent  Being  a  strate¬ 
gic  war  material,  copper  was  in  high  demand. 
Replacement  material  required  various  proper¬ 
ties  to  simulate  copper  as  closely  as  possible. 
Private  companies  were  contacted  to  explore 
materials  as  diverse  as  plastic  and  glass.  Special 
dies  were  prepared  for  use  in  the  testing  process 
The  firms  involved  provided  sample  planchets 
which  were  stuck  with  these  dies.  We  were  for¬ 
tunate  to  acquire  a  small  quantity  of  plastic 
"Planchets"  or  disks  which  were  leftover  from 
one  of  the  private  companies  involved.  We  have 
two  different  types  of  material:  General-purpose 
phenolic  resin  is  very  dark  brown,  weighs  10.30 
grains  and  has  six  concentric  circles  raised  on 
each  side.  The  Urea-formaldehyde  plastic  is  ol¬ 
ive  and  weighs  10.76  grains.  These  also  have  six 
raised  circles  on  each  side.  Order  either  type, 
each  for . 59 

Currency 

Pels  "rebus  puzzle"  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
new’  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  purchased. 
Crisp  Uncirculated . 375 

Paper  Americana 

1882  Diary.  Offered  at  $795,  but  reduced  to  just,  net, 
$450,  first  order  gets  it!  Interesting  19th-century 
manuscript  (not  coin  related,  but  fascinating),  by  a 
doctor  who  studied  and  sailed.  Manuscript  diary, 
1882-1885,  kept  by  Dr.  Charles  Washington  Bray  of 
Portland,  Cumberland  County,  Maine.  Bray  (1850- 
1922)  attended  Brunswick  Medical  School  and  in 
1874  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  University.  1  le  was  a  member  of  numerous 
medical  associations,  practiced  medicine  for  over  40 
years,  and  was  commodore  of  the  Portland  Yacht 
Club  for  almost  20  years.  1  le  lived  and  sailed  "down 
east"  all  his  life.  This  diary  (140  pp)  mostly  describes 
Bray's  yachting  adventures  off  the  coast  of  Maine  as 
a  young  medical  doctor  in  the  company  of  his  good 
friends.  Brav  writes  in  a  clear,  precise,  and  often 
humorous  style  combined  with  the  form  of  a  sailing 
log.  The  entries  are  also  interspersed  with  several 
pencil  drawings  of  scenery  and  nautical  interest.  The 
reader  can  easilv  picture  himself  or  herself  in  the 
company  of  this  fun-loving  Victorian  yachting  crew, 


sailing  and  camping  off  the  coast  of  Maine.  Doctors' 
diaries  are  very  rare  and  to  find  one  where  the  dia¬ 
rist  is  actually  describing  a  fun  activity,  rarer  yet. 
This  tome  also  includes  a  38-page  chapter  of  lectures 
taken  at  Bowdoin  Medical  School  in  1872,  and  about 
eight  pages  of  case  notes  from  1873-1880.  Unusual. 
Octavo,  worn  red  3/4  calf  and  marbled  boards,  2" 
piece  lacking  from  top  of  spine,  contents  fine,  clean, 
and  legible.  Large  ornate  Portland  stationer's  ticket 
on  front  pastedowm,  Approximately  185  pp.  plus 

blanks . 450 

c.1907  coin  postcards  of  different  countries  housed  in 
a  bound  book.  24  pages  with  a  card  on  both  sides. 
Individual  cards  have  sold  for  over  $100  each.  A 

find,  the  first  set  or  album  we've  seen . 895 

Ideal  for  framing:  American  Airlines  colorful  oval 
luggage  tag  (the  kind  that  used  to  be  pasted  on  to 
steamer  trunks  and  suitcases,)  mid-1930s,  depict¬ 
ing  an  early  propeller  plane  and  the  ill-fated  Zep¬ 
pelin  Hmdenburg.  American  Airlines,  Inc.  offered 
exclusive  connecting  service  to  the  Hmdenburg, 
apparently  for  only  a  very  short  time.  Only  one  re¬ 
mains  from  a  small  hoard! . . . 99 

New  News  on  the 
Old  Book  Scene 

We  always  enjoy  reading  interest¬ 
ing  descriptions  of  old-time  numis¬ 
matic  books.  The  following  appeared 
in  a  recent  auction  catalogue  (March 
13, 1999)  by  Charles  Davis  for  Lot  328 
and  was  described  as  follows; 

Frank  H.  Stewart:  History  of  the 
First  United  States  Mint,  Its  People  and 
Its  Operations,  1924,  color  frontispiece 
of  Washington,  209  pages,  original 
bright  crimson  cloth,  gilt,  signed  by 
previous  owner  on  the  freeflv.  Fine. 
(125.00) 

A  fine  example  of  the  scarce  origi¬ 
nal,  copies  of  which  were  purported  bv 
Stewart  to  have  been  destroyed  in  a  fire 
or  flood  or  whatever.  In  reality,  it  ap¬ 
pears  the  book  wras  a  poor  seller,  prob¬ 
ably  because  it  was  a  redo  of  his  earlier 
"Ye  Olde  Mint"  w'hich  was  also  re¬ 
printed  in  Mehl's  Monthly.  At  the 
author's  death,  a  substantial  number 
was  donated  to  the  Gloucester  County 
(NJ)  Historical  Society  where  they  were 
seen  in  quantity  in  the  late  1950s.  Prob¬ 
ably  distributed  by  that  organization  to 
non-numismatists,  the  book  is  as  scarce 
todav  as  Stewart  would  have  liked  to 
think  it  w'as  70  years  ago. 
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The  Great  Seal  of  the  United  States 


Reader  Richard  B.  Kent  recently  sent  us 
some  interesting  magazine  articles  from  the 
past,  including  a  story  published  in  Harper's 
New  Monthly  Magazine,  nearly  a  century 
and  a  half  ago.  The  story  mentions  the  great 
seal  of  the  United  States  and,  important  to  nu¬ 
mismatists,  Pierre  Du  Simitiere.  An  excerpt 
follows,  the  narrative  being  in  the  first  person, 
but  not  signed.  The  beginning  of  the  article 
plus  a  sketch  is  reproduced  herewith: 

The  Great  Seal  of  the  United  States 

In  the  yeai;  1830  I  lived  four  months 
with  a  bachelor  kinsman  not  far  from 
Washington  Square,  in  Philadelphia.  His 
house  was  sandwiched  between  the  resi¬ 
dences  of  two  highly  intelligent  octogenar¬ 
ians,  and  was  the  neutral  ground  where 
they  met,  four  nights  in  each  week,  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  news  of  the  day,  taste  my 
kinsman's  good  wine,  help  each  other  re¬ 
member  the  stirring  incidents  of  the  old 
war  for  Freedom,  and  to  fight  those  battles 
over  again.  I  was  then  a  fledgling  of  20 
summers,  and  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  sit 
and  listen  to  the  gray  beards,  with  ears, 
and  eyes,  and  mouth  wide  open.  I  sat  like  a 
sponge,  absorbing  at  all  points;  and  during 
that  four  months'  sojourn  I  imbibed  an 
enormous  quantity  of  the  spirit  of  '76.  It 
went  immediately  to  the  brain,  where  it 
produced  a  chronic  monomania,  which  the 
doctors  pronounce  incurable. 

Uncle  Billy,  the  senior  by  90  days,  had 
been  a  successful  merchant  long  before  the 
Fairmount  Reservoir  was  built;  and  during 
much  of  the  War  of  Independence  he  was  a 
clerk  with  Robert  Morris,  the  great  financier 
of  that  old  contest  for  right.  The  Squire  had 
been  all  his  life  a  miscellaneous  man— a  sort 
of  Caleb  Quotem.  When  the  first  Congress 
met  in  Philadelphia,  he  was  a  sub-editor  of 
Bradford's  Pennsylvania  Journal,  and  always 
boasted  of  having  engraved  with  his  pen¬ 


knife  that  ugly  looking, 
disjointed  snake,  which 
figured  at  the  head  of 
the  paper  all  that 
spring  and  sum¬ 
mer,  to  the  great 
annoyance  of 
the  King's  men. 

The  Squire  af¬ 
terward  be¬ 
came  a  facto¬ 
tum  of  Aitkin's 
Pennsylvania 
Magazine,  and  fre¬ 
quently  spoke  of 
his  amazement  at 
the  speed  of  Tom 
Paine's  pen,  after  he  had 
swallowed  his  third  glass  of 
brandy,  when  writing  his  prom¬ 
ised  monthly  contribution  to  that  pe¬ 
riodical,  in  the  little  back  room  of  Aitkin's 
establishment  at  the  Pope's  Head,  above  the 
London  Coffee-House,  in  Market  Street.  The 
Squire  was  also  a  sort  of  Ariel  in  the  public 
bodies  of  that  day,  and  his  memory  being  as 
good  as  phonography,  he  was  a  reporter  of 
sayings  and  doings,  in  high  repute.  He  was 
a  favorite  with  those  old  Congressmen,  and 
he  followed  them  in  their  two  flights,  first  to 
Baltimore  and  then  to  York.  Such  were  the 
Gamaliels  of  living  history,  at  whose  feet  I 
nightly  sat  and  listened. 

One  day  my  kinsman  showed  me  a 
commission,  signed  by  Charles  Thomson, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  bearing  the  broad,  recumbent  seal  of 
the  United  States,  precisely  the  same  in  de¬ 
vice  as  the  government  signet  of  today.  My 
curiosity  was  excited,  and  I  waited  impa¬ 
tiently  for  Uncle  Billy  and  the  Squire.  They 
were  always  as  punctual  as  a  creditor,  and 
at  precisely  seven  in  the  evening  the 
oracles  appeared.  I  handed  the  parchment 


to  Uncle  Billy,  and  asked  him  to  give  me  a 
history  of  the  seal. 

"Here,  Squire,"  said  Uncle  Billy,  "you 
know  more  of  this  than  I.  Tell  the  boy  all 
about  it." 

The  Squire  glanced  at  the  parchment, 
brushed  a  gathering  tear  from  his  eye  af¬ 
ter  looking  at  the  solid  signature  of  his  old 
friend  Thomson,  and  then  commenced 
opening  the  sphinx,  by  asking  Uncle  Billy 
if  he  remembered  the  dreadful  thunder¬ 
storm  on  the  night  of  the  third  of  July 
1776,  and  the  cool,  bracing  wind  from  the 
north  the  next  morning. 

"Don't  I,  Squire,"  said  Uncle  Billy, 
shaking  his  head,  and  then  lighting  his 
pipe.  "Morris  sent  me  to  Chester  that 
night  on  some  public  business,  and  I 
thought  I  would  freeze  before  I  reached 
Philadelphia  the  next  morning  at  day¬ 
light.  Tom  Jefferson  came  into  the  count¬ 
ing  room  that  morning,  when  on  his  way 
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The  Great  Seal  of  the  United  States 


to  the  State  House,  and  told  Morris  that 
his  thermometer  indicated  only  68°  —  8° 
below  summer  heat.  I  remember,  too,  that 
an  electric  rod,  which  Dr.  Franklin  had 
placed  on  Parson  Duchd's  house,  a  little 
out  of  town,  was  bent  by  lightning  during 
the  storm.  Pity  it  hadn't  bent  the  fright¬ 
ened  Tory  back  to  a  good  Whig,  as  he 
seemed  to  be,  when  he  preached  that  pa¬ 
triotic  sermon  in  Christ  Church  just  a  year 
before,  to  the  First  Battalion  on  Philadel¬ 
phia." 

"Well,  Billy,"  said  the  Squire,  "that, 
you  know,  was  the  day,  with  the  wind 
from  the  north,  when  Congress  coolly  de¬ 
clared  the  colonies  free  and  independent 
states.  1  well  remember  it  was  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  when  the  final 
vote  was  taken.  1  was  in  a  corner  of  the 
room  listening,  and  when  the  deep  silence 
of  the  moment  was  broken  by  Dr. 
Franklin,  saying,  'Well,  gentlemen,  we 
must  now  all  hang  together,  or  we  must 
hang  separately,'  I  concluded  they  would 
all  go  home  to  dinner,  and  not  return 
again.  But  they  did  return.  Those  old  fel¬ 
lows  didn't  take  the  people's  money  with¬ 
out  earning  it;  and  they  remained  until  al¬ 
most  sunset.  After  disposing  of  a  dozen 
other  items  of  public  business,  they  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  of  three  to  prepare  a 
great  seal  for  the  new  empire.  1  thought 
that  about  the  coolest  proceeding  of  the 
day.  The  baby  republic  was  only  four 
hours  old,  and  nobody  felt  certain  it 
would  live,  and  yet,  with  Britannia's 
doubled  fist  under  their  noses,  they  impu¬ 
dently  proposed  to  give  the  bantling  a 
coat  of  arms  as  heavy  in  its  weight  of  sov¬ 
ereignty  as  Saul's  mail  was  in  brass." 

"Ay,  Squire,  those  men  saw  a  great 
way  beyond  their  noses,  even  with 
Britannia's  fist  there.  They  swore  the  baby 
should  live,  and,  you  know,  they  generally 
practiced  what  they  preached.  But  who 
were  the  committee?" 

"Let  me  see,"  mused  the  Squire,  as 
he  also  lighted  his  pipe.  "Oh!  1  remem¬ 
ber.  Dr.  Franklin,  whom  we  all  thought 
knew  everything,  and  could  do  every 
thing,  was  made  the  chairman.  John 
Adams,  the  plump  Bostonian,  in  his 
claret-colored  coat,  whose  bald  head 
made  him  appear  like  a  man  of  60,  rather 


than  a  man  of  40,  as  he  was,  was  next 
named;  and  then  that  tall  bean  stalk,  Jef¬ 
ferson,  the  youngest  of  the  three,  who 
was  only  two-and-thirty  years  of  age.  But 
he  had  a  world  of  book-wisdom  under 
that  wiry  red  hair  of  his." 

"Yes,  yes,"  said  Uncle  Billy,  "1  well  re¬ 
member,  now,  how  Jefferson  talked  with 
Morris  about  it  a  day  or  two  afterward; 
and  perhaps  a  month  or  six  weeks  later,  he 
gave  Morris  his  plan  for  a  seal  on  a  bit  of 
paper.  He  said  it  was  not  original,  but  con¬ 
tained  also  the  ideas  of  Adams  and 
Franklin,  the  same  as  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  did.  You  know  how  Jeffer¬ 
son  could  always  use  the  ideas  of  other 
people  as  well  as  his  own,  and  make  them 
appear  as  fresh  and  bright  as  if  just  coined 
at  the  mint  of  his  own  brain.  I  remember 
seeing  some  rough  devices  for  the  seal, 
made  with  a  pen.  Do  you  remember  who 
drew  them?" 

"Yes;  a  little  West  Indian  Frenchman, 
named  Du  Simitiere,  who  used  to  cut  pro¬ 
files  in  black  paper,  paint  miniatures  and 
other  pictures  in  water-colors,  and,  I  was 
told,  commenced  collecting  materials  for  a 
history  of  the  Revolution  by  saving  cut¬ 
tings  from  newspapers  of  the  time.  In 
fact,  I  think  I  have  seen  four  or  five  vol¬ 
umes  that  he  prepared,  in  this  way,  in  our 
City  Library.  Well,  one  hot  afternoon, 
Franklin,  Adams,  and  Du  Simitiere,  came 
into  the  little  back  room  of  Atkin's  estab¬ 
lishment,  and,  using  a  little  table  on 
which  1  had  been  writing  a  notice  of  the 
arrival  of  the  British  fleet  at  Sandy  Hook, 
for  Bradford's  paper,  they  there  discussed 
the  subject.  The  Frenchman  displayed  his 
sketches.  In  one  of  them  he  showed  the 
arms  of  the  several  nations  from  whence 
American  had  been  peopled,  as  English, 
Scotch,  Irish,  Dutch,  German,  etc.,  each  in 
a  shield.  On  one  side  of  them  he  placed 
Liberty,  with  her  cap;  on  the  other  a  rifle¬ 
man  in  his  uniform,  with  his  rifle  in  one 
hand  and  a  tomahawk  in  the  other,  that 
dress  and  weapons  being  peculiar  to 
America.  Dr.  Franklin  proposed  for  the 
device,  Moses  lifting  his  wand  and  divid¬ 
ing  the  Red  Sea,  and  Pharaoh  and  his 
chariot  overwhelmed  with  the  waters.  For 
a  motto,  the  words  of  Cromwell  I  believe: 
'REBELLION  TO  TYRANTS  IS  OBEDI¬ 


ENCE  TO  GOD.'  Adams  proposed  the 
Choice  of  Hercules,  as  engraved  by 
Gribelin  in  some  editions  of  Lord 
Shaftesbury's  works:  the  hero  resting  on  a 
club,  Virtue  pointing  to  her  rugged  moun¬ 
tain  on  one  hand,  and  persuading  him  to 
ascend;  and  Sloth,  glancing  at  her  flowery 
paths  of  pleasure,  wantonly  reclining  on 
the  ground,  displaying  the  charms  both  of 
her  eloquence  and  person,  to  seduce  him 
into  vice.  While  they  were  discussing  the 
matter,  Jefferson  came  in,  and  he  pro¬ 
posed,  as  a  device,  the  Children  of  Israel 
in  the  Wilderness,  led  by  a  cloud  by  day 
and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night;  and,  on  the 
other  side,  Hengist  and  Horsa,  the  Saxon 
chiefs,  from  whom  we  claim  the  honor  of 
being  descended,  and  whose  political 
principles  and  form  of  government  we 
have  assumed.  Franklin  and  Adams  then, 
as  they  did  when  they  had  discussed  the 
material  for  the  Declaration  of  Indepen¬ 
dence,  requested  Jefferson  to  combine 
their  ideas  in  a  compact  description  of  a 
proper  device  for  a  great  seal." 

Relevant  to  the  preceding,  in  [1988] 
Dr.  Joel  Grosz  wrote  a  book  which  we  pub¬ 
lished,  The  Eagle  That  is  Forgotten,  Pierre 
Eugene  Du  Simitiere. 


When  you 
buy  from  us: 

We  are  here 
to  help  you 
build  a  col¬ 
lection  that 
will  contain  attractive  rare  coins, 
priced  to  be  excellent  values,  a  collec¬ 
tion  you  can  be  verv  proud  to  own  and 
display.  We  invite  you  to  order  from 
our  catalogues,  or  send  us  your  per¬ 
sonal  want  list  for  our  prompt  atten¬ 
tion. 

When  you  sell  to  us:  We  offer  di¬ 
rect  purchases  of  collections  as  well  as 
the  showcasing  of  your  important 
coins  or  collection  in  our  auctions.  (An 
auction  brochure  is  yours  on  request.) 

In  all  transactions:  We  endeavor  to 
treat  you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to 
be  treated. 
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Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Discounts  Await  You! 

Question:  What  can  be  fun,  inexpen¬ 
sive,  and  profitable? 

Answer:  Books! 

And,  the  super  buys  we  offer  (all 
titles  at  special  discount  prices)  make  or¬ 
dering  books  one  of  your  best  numismatic 
values. 

Many  great  books  await  you.  Each 
book  is  offered  at  a  discount  from  its  list 
price.  If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100, 
take  a  10%  discount  from  the  list  prices.  If 
your  book  order  totals  $100.01  or  more, 
take  a  20%  discount!  This  is  our  way  of 
helping  you  build  a  reference  library,  to 
make  you  a  more  knowledgeable  numis¬ 
matist,  and  to  enhance  your  appreciation 
of  the  world's  greatest  hobby. 

To  order,  call  Mary  Tocci,  Donna 
Badeau,  or  Guy  Hughes  in  our  Publica¬ 
tions  Department,  credit  card  in  hand, 
and  we'll  send  your  books  right  away.  Or, 
if  you  are  ordering  coins  from  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review,  just  asked  to  be 
transferred  to  our  Publications  Depart¬ 
ment  once  you've  talked  with  Gail 
Watson  or  Janet  Lavertue. 

New  to  our  Listings 

A  great  new  edition  of  a  book  by  Dou¬ 
glas  Winter,  Gold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint, 
1838-1861,  has  recently  been  published. 
This  "new"  Char¬ 
lotte  book  is  based 
on  research  and  ob¬ 
servations  he  has 
compiled  since  we 
published  his  first 
book  on  the  subject 
in  1987.  Mintage, 
rarity  ratings,  infor¬ 
mation  about  strike, 
surfaces,  lustre,  die  varieties  and  Condition 
Census  are  given  for  each  issue. 

This  illustrated,  hardbound  volume 


comprises  220  pages,  and  is  714  by  1014"  in 
size.  Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List  price  $35. 
Remember,  you  can  take  a  discount  on 
this  and  all  other  titles. 

Another  new  title  is  The  Kennedy  Half 
Dollar  Book,  An  Attribution  and  Pricing  Guide, 
by  James  Wiles,  Ph.D.,  in  cooperation  with 
The  Combined  Organizations  of  Numis¬ 
matic  Error  Collectors  of  America 
(CONECA).  This  profusely  illustrated,  com¬ 
prehensive  814 
x  11",  314-page, 
spiral-  bound 
volume  covers 
literally  hun¬ 
dreds  of  die 
varieties  in  the 
series,  all  listed 
repunched 
mintmarks,  all 
known  die 
modifications,  major  die  breaks,  pricing, 
and  rarity,  as  well  as  helpful  hints  for 
cherrypicking.  If  you  are  a  Kennedy  half 
dollar  collector,  this  book  is  a  must!  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BWI-202.  List  price  $40.00. 

An  Important  Reminder 

Pre-publication  orders  for  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers  upcoming  new  book,  The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  are  keeping  the  phone 
lines  busy.  Expected  to  be  published  in 
May  of  1999,  this  book  is  receiving  rave  re¬ 
views  already  from  those  who've  seen 
some  of  the  advance  sheets!  If  you  haven't 
yet  ordered  your  copy,  now  is  a  good  time 
to  do  so.  We  are  offering  this  book  at  a  spe¬ 
cial  pre-publication  price  of  only  $49.95! 
That  is  a  $20  savings!  For  more  information 
see  our  ad  on  page  22  and  23. 

Other  News 

Our  entire  staff  is  fully  immersed  in 
the  cataloguing  and  other  preparation  de¬ 
tails  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection, 


1838-1861 


Oouglm  Winler 


consigned  to  us  by  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Research  Foundation.  Three  sales  will  fea¬ 
ture  gems,  treasures,  and  other  desirable 
items,  among  with  which  will  be  U.S.  gold 
coins  from  dollars  to  double  eagles,  pat¬ 
terns,  scarce  and  rare  currency,  small  de¬ 
nomination  California  gold,  tokens  and 
medals,  and  many  other  things  —  a  presen¬ 
tation  that  will  forever  echo  in  the  halls  of 
numismatics.  This,  too,  will  yield  a  fine 
book  —  to  be  announced  next  year. 

Peruse  the  following  pages,  select  the 
titles  of  interest,  and  give  any  of  the  fine 
people  in  our  Publications  Department  a 
call.  Don't  forget  our  generous  discounts 
apply  to  every  order! 

Happy  Reading, 

Mary  Tocci  \J 

Publications  Department 


Is  Your  Subscription 
Up  To  Date? 

If  you  have  not  yet  renewed  your 
subscription  to  our  auction  catalogues 
and  periodical  publications,  you  don't 
want  to  wait  another  minute! 

The  years  1999  and  2000  bring  some 
outstanding  auction  sales  your  way  in¬ 
cluding  sales  of  The  Bass  Collection  and 
the  Henry  Childs  Collection  as  well  as 
our  Rarities  Sales  and  many  others,  all  of 
which  will  offer  an  outstanding  array  of 
rare  coins  and  interesting  items  for  you 
to  choose  from.  Don't  wait  another 
minute.  Call  our  Publications  Department 
today,  credit  card  in  hand  and  either  re¬ 
new  or  start  your  subscription.  For  more 
details,  see  the  inside  of  the  front  cover  of 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 
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Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BAD-724. 
List  $125.00 


United  States 

Numismatic 

Literature 

Vol.  II:  20th-Century 
Auction  Catalogues 

By  John  tV.  Adams 
An  impressive  reference 
books.  The  author  has  stud¬ 
ied  sales  held  by  major  U.S. 
auction  firms  of  the  1900-1 950 
era.  418  pages. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-40S. 
List  $«9.95 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BAk-749. 
List  $19.95. 


Handbook  of  20th- 
Century  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 
Much  worthwhile  informa¬ 
tion  about  Saint-Gaudens 
and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and 
$20  gold  coins.  184  pages. 
Illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-311. 
List  $45.00 


Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested 
collector  needs  to  know 
about  half  dimes.  168  pages, 
Softbound.  illustrated. 

Stock  No. 

BBL-1Q5. 

List  $29.95. 


rm  coMrtra 
SUM  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF  DIMES 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-102. 
List  S19.95 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-404. 
List  $59.95. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BAN-710. 
List  $159.00. 


American  Coin 
Treasures  and 
Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

(introduction  by  Kenneth  Bressett). 

Twentv-two  profusely  illus¬ 
trated  chaptersare  filled  with 
stories  of  treasures  hidden, 
lost,  found,  and  some  wait¬ 
ing  to  be  found.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 


BITER'S 
GUIDE  TO 
PflU 
STATES  i 

GOLD  COINS 

!•«  f  4  *  ■  »  I  <■  W  t  »  I 


Softbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-350 
List  $1195. 
Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-351. 
List  $19.95 


The  ANA 
Centennial  History 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  two-volume  book  on  the 
history  of  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  from 
1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 


BBM-401. 


List  $29.95. 


American  Numis¬ 
matics  Before  the 
Civil  War,  1760-1860 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  fabulous  book,  empha¬ 
sizing  the  story  of  Augustus 
B.  Sage,  early  coin  dealer  and 
founding  member  of  the  ANS 
will  give  you  an  "1  am  there" 
feeling  for  the  early  days  of 
American  numismatics.  432 
pages,  illustrated. 


A  Buyer's  and 
Enthusiast's  Guide  to 
Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Meet  each  and  every  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  and  Indian  cent 
through  the  pages  of  this  fas¬ 
cinating  txx>k  which,  if  you 
read  it,  will  make  you  an  ex¬ 
pert.  541  pages,  illustrated. 


A  Buyer's  Guide  to 
Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Second  Edition.  A  treasure 
trove  of  information  on  these 
popular  series.  Updated  in¬ 
formation  with  1997  prices 
for  every  date  and  mintmark. 
304  pages,  illustrated 


Buyer's  Guide  to 
United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

(forewrit  by  David  Akers) 
Describes  each  type  of 
United  States  gold  coin  from 
1795  onward.  A  highly  use¬ 
ful  book  for  the  gold  enthu¬ 
siast.  122  pages,  illustrated. 


Collecting  Coins 
and  Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the 
19th  Century 

Nt tv  introduction  ly  Q.  David  Bowers 
In  this  delightful  book  we 
have  reprinted  some  of  our 
favorite  articles  printed  in  the 
19th  century.  A  lot  of  fun, 
informative  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 


Publications  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  series  of  monographs  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  "Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference" 
held  each  year  in  New  York  City  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  each  volume  is  superb,  con¬ 
tains  the  work  of  many  authors,  is  excellently  illus¬ 
trated,  and  will  be  a  fine  addition  to  any  library. 

America's  Silver  Coinage 
1794-1891 

Cloth  hardbound,  210  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Slock  No.  BAN-210 
List  $15.00 

America's  Silver  Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-211 
List  $25.00 

America's  Gold  Coinage 

Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Goth  hardbound,  132  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-212 
List  $15.00 

The  Token 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Goth  hardbound,  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-213 
List  $25.00 

Coinage  of  the  American 
Confederation  Period 

Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Goth  hardbound,  346  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-214 
List  $25.00 

America's  Large  Cent 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound 
Stock  No.  BAN-215 
List 

Money  of  the 
American  Colonies  and 
Confederation 

By  Philip  L.  Mossman 
A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and 
an  ideal  companion  to 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby's  Early 
Coins  of  America.  312  pages.  Stock  No.  BMO-200 
illustrated.  List  $100.00 


$25.00 


Hardbound 


90 


March-April  1999/Rare  Coin  Review  #128 


Numismatic  Books  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

AViMUtTi  hscrworot 


By  Q  David  Bowen 


Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-308. 

List  $39.95 
Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM-308A. 
List  $49.95 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-802. 
List  $89.95 


NlACSXlXtlST  ><m^TPASIDt 

COMPANION 


NL'MISMAT&ft^MDSlDE 

—  COMPANION 


NUMtsvt  LTISTS  DOWSTUWfS 

COMPANION 


NOEfBHAlBrs  lakesidE 

COMPANION 


Commemorative  Coins 
of  the  U.S.:  A  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  one-of-a-kind  resource. 
Multiple  pages  on  every  clas¬ 
sic  commemorative  coin  and 
previously  unpublished  infor¬ 
mation  about  rarity,  market 
analyses,  etc.!  768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Encyclopedia  of 
Automatic  Musical 
Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
First  printed  in  1972,  this 
book  has  become  the  stan¬ 
dard  reference  on  old-time 
automatic  music  makers.  If 
you  like  music  or  nostalgia, 
you'll  love  this  book.  1,008 
pages,  illustrated. 


Numismatist's 
"Companion"  Books 

Each  book  in  the  "Com¬ 
panion"  series  is  edited  by 
QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  by  various  au¬ 
thors.  Delightful  and  infor¬ 
mative  reading.  Softbound, 
5-1/2  by  8-1/2  inches. 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


A  Ilhittraird  bv  the 
tomtit  Collection 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 


Numismatist's 
Bedside  Companion 


BBM-130. 
List  $59.95. 


Stock  No.  BBM-200.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's 

Countryside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's 

Downtown 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's 
Lakeside  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's 
Topside  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's 
Traveling  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95. 

Numismatist's 
Weekend  Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206.  List  $12.95. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-146A. 
List  $62.50 


*> 

United  State*  Cold  Coins 

An  illustrated  llkuxy 


f  1  (J,  Urrtd  Itnwm 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-135. 
List  $57.95 


U.S.  Coins  by  Design 
Types:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Valuablefor  the  type  collec¬ 
tor.  248  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-307. 
List  $9.95 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
All  U.S.  coppers  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  detail.  176  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-302. 
List  $9.95 

U.S.  3<t  and  5C  Pieces:  An 
Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  inside  view  of  these  se¬ 
ries.  168  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303. 
List  $9.95 


The  History  of 
U.S.  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Covers  all  American  series 
from  colonials  to  territorial 
gold,  half  cents  to  $20  gold. 
Equivalent  to  a  university 
course  in  coins,  and,  probably, 
would  cost  $5,000  or  more  if 
such  a  course  were  available! 
572  pages,  illustrated. 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  wonderful  book  chroni¬ 
cling  the  life  of  this  magnifi¬ 
cent  collector  and  his  equally 
fascinating  collection  which, 
when  sold,  realized  $44  mil¬ 
lion!  176  pages,  illustrated. 
Second  printing. 


A  Curious  | 
Uneven  at  the  i 
l^uiaddphia  5 
Mint  2 


The 

3  Commemorative 
Coin  Market 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-140. 
List  $29.00 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBM-422. 
List  $49.95 


United  States  Gold 
Coins:  An  Illus¬ 
trated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  definitive  work  on 
American  gold  coins.  When 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Baker  wanted  to  know 
about  gold  coins,  he  con- 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBR-764. 


suited  this  book  Award  win- 


List:  $125.00 


ner.  415  pages,  illustrated. 


Bowers  and 
Merena's  Little 
Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on 
a  variety  of  coin-related  top¬ 
ics,  from  famous  figures  to 
studies  on  popular  series  to 
investigative  reports. 

A  Curious  Thievery  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint 
by  A.L.  Drummond 
Stock  No.  BLE-501.  List  $5.95. 

A  Review  of  the  Com¬ 
memorative  Coin  Market 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-502.  List  $5.95. 

The  Curious  Case  of  the 
Coin  Collectors  Kline 

by  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz,  NIG 

Stock  No.  BLE-503.  List  $5.95. 

Woodward's  Sale  of  the 
John  F.  McCoy  Collection 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-504.  List  $5.95. 


Virgil  Brand:  The 
Man  and  His  Era, 
Profile  of  a 
Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  award-winning  vol¬ 
ume  details  the  almost  unbe¬ 
lievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand 
who  assembled  the  largest 
coin  collection  of  all  time.  248 
pages,  illustrated. 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  somewhat  arcane,  but 
fascinating  inquiry  into 
counterstamped  coins  of  the 
mid  1800s.  We'll  make  this 
daring  guarantee:  if  you  buy 
this  book  and  don't  enjoy  it, 
let  Dave  know  within  30 
days,  a  refund  will  be  sent, 
and  you  can  keep  the  book 
free!  224  pages,  illustrated. 

Walter  Breen's 
Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

The  master  source,  the 
fountainhead  of  information 
gather  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America's 
most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  researchers.  754 
pages,  illustrated. 
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IJLKferr 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BBR-765. 
List  $29.95 


Walter  Breen's 
Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial 
Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details 
Proof  coin  manufacture,  char¬ 
acteristics  of  various  styles  of 
Proofs,  etc.  Year-by-year 
analysis.  Detailed  discussions 
of  Proof  sets  and  much,  much 
more.  338  pages,  illustrated. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BCR-271. 
List  $45.00 


Early  Coins 
of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 
One  of  the  greatest  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatic  books,  this 
volumeappeared  in  1875  and 
has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colo¬ 
nial,  state,  and  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins.  378  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Durst  reprint. 


PAIM-K  MONKY 
oi  mi 

UNITED  STATKS 


Softbound. 

Sin,  k  N() 

BFR-105. 
List  $35.00 


Paper  Money  of  the 
United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 
With  additions  and  revisions  by 
Ira  S.  and  Arthur  L.  Friedberg 
The  essential  work  for  any¬ 
one  interested  in  United 
States  currency. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BCA-600 
List  $50.00 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BAN-711. 
List  $65 


Standing 

Liberty 

Quarter! 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BCL-700. 
List  $24.95 


(bln  WcrV:  J 


UnRod  Seales  Coma 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BCW-700. 
List  $22.00 


The  Copper  Coins 
of  Vermont 

By  Tony  Carlotto 
Published  by  the  Colonial 
Coin  Collectors  Club  this 
book  is  packed  with  illus¬ 
trations  and  fascinating  tid¬ 
bits  including  information 
about  rarity,  known  grades, 
etc.  218  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stuck  No. 
B 1)0-500. 
List  $34.95 


America's  Money 
America's  Story 

By  Richard  Doty 
Experience  the  fascinating 
evolution  of  America's  mon¬ 
etary  system  from  one  of  the 
most  respected  numismatic 
scholars  in  the  world.  Named 
Book  of  the  Year  at  the  1998 
AN  A  Convention.  244  pages, 
illustrated. 


Guide  »LS. 
[onimemordlAe 

COINS 


Softbound. 
Stink  No 
BB.M-309. 
List  $14.95 


The  American 
Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A. 

Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  two- 
volume  ANA  History.  Re¬ 
search  articles,  mostly  of  a 
specialized  nature,  by  some 
of  the  hobby's  leading  fig¬ 
ures.  372  pages,  illustrated. 


Standing  Liberty 
Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 
A  comprehensive  guide  to 
this  popular  series  by  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  expert  (whose 
reference  collection,  by  the 
way,  we  had  the  honor  of 
showcasing  at  auction  a  few 
years  ago).  175  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


The  Smart  Collector 

By  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 
A  handy  commentary. 
General  information  is  given 
concerning  each  design,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  "What  Will  It 
Cost?"  (a  commentary  on  the 
cost  of  forming  a  collection 
of  the  specialty)  and  "Fast 
Facts"  (basic  information). 
254  pages,  illustrated. 


Spiral  bound. 
Stock  No. 
BFI-115. 
List  $10.00 


Bill  Fivaz's  Counter¬ 
feit  Detection  Guide 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  ref¬ 
erence,  designed  to  enable 
you  to  recognize  genuine 
pieces,  with  the  potential  to 
save  (or  make)  you  money 
when  purchasing.  52  pages, 
illustrated. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  N 
BBM-MS 
List  529.95 


Mitnmiii 

Cherrypickers' 

Pocket  Guide, 

.  Catifid, 
Couaontms 

ifQMRKSB  (R0*arv 
rat  u« 

Top  150 

By  Bill  Fii'az  and 

J.T.  Stanton 

•Norffc 

The  150  most  interesting 

. . 

varieties  described  in  a 

Softbound. 

Spiral  bound. 
Stock  No. 

BFI-114. 

handy,  spiral  bound  volume 
that  will  fit  in  a  coat  pocket. 

220  pages,  illustrated. 

Stock  No. 
BLA-S51. 

List  $29.95 

List  $19.95 


List  $24.95 
Leatherette. 


who  wish  to  "cherrypick"  for 


• 

The  Top  100  Morgan 

•  |l«  MM  Km 

Dollar  Varieties: 

LINCOLN 

I 

The  VAM  Keys 

CENTS 

By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D 

Oh 

j 

and  Jeff  Oxman 

a  synopsis  or  tne  top 

Spiral  bound.  . '  ,  .  ,  ... 

Stock  No.  BFE-300.  mOSt  P°Pular  Mor8an  doUar 

Softbound. 
Stock  No. 


Stock  No.BFE-301. 
List  $24.95 


valuable  die  varieties.  137 
pages,  illustrated. 


BLA-107. 
List  $43.95 


Basic  Guide  to 
United  States 
Commemorative 
Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and 
Q.  Daind  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  to 
commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated. 


The  Norweb 
Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q. 
David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  its  formation 
over  several  generations.  288 
pages,  illustrated. 


Investing,  Collecting 
&  Trading  in 
Certified 
Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 
A  guide  to  market  avail¬ 
ability  of  various  issues  in 
various  grades. 


Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 
Everything  you  need  to 
know  about  this  series.  392 
pages,  illustrated.  Highly  ac¬ 
claimed  and  with  enough 
information  for  two  books! 
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Lmufuctc'  T*u  ('em  Clew 


Spiralbound. 
Stock  No. 
BLE440. 
List  $24.95 


Longacre's  Two- 
Cent  Piece:  1864 
Attribution  Guide 

By  Frank  Leone 
Every  idiosyncracy  of  the 
two-cent  piece  has  been 
studied  by  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours  of  en¬ 
joyment  attributing  your  col¬ 
lection.  248  pages. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BNE-500. 
List  $75.00 


The  Early  Paper 
Money  of  America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 
The  source  for  early  Ameri¬ 
can  paper  money  collectors 
including  comprehensive  in¬ 
formation  on  every  issue.  480 
pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BRU-414. 
List  $10.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 
Designated  an  official 
grading  guide  bv  the  ANA. 
224  pages,  illustrated.  Tid¬ 
bit:  Did  you  know  that  at 
one  time  this  was  the  most- 
requested  book  in  the  De¬ 
troit  Public  Librarv  system? 
It  is  true!  Now  in  its  18th 
edition,  224  pages. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BMT-100. 
List  $19.95 


Rare  Com  Review 
1969-1994:  An 
Annotated  Index  of 
the  First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 
A  collector's  guide  to  the 
title  subject.  (Thanks,  Ken, 
for  writing  this!)  93  pages. 


unr  HMt 
DOHA* 
Oil  VABIITIM 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BOV-100. 
List  $59.95 


Early  Half  Dollar 
Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 

Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on 
the  series,  a  "must-have" 
book.  Photographs  of  die  va¬ 
rieties  include  new  discov¬ 
ery  pieces  enlarged  two  di¬ 
ameters.  710  pages. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BSH-100. 
List  $50.00 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 
A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst  of  this  classic  text,  the 
first  in  the  American  series 
to  combine  detailed  numis¬ 
matic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  informa¬ 
tion,  opinions,  all  in  all  a  de¬ 
lightful  mixture.  340  pages, 
illustrated. 


Mason’s  ■  Mason  s  ■  The  Lain 

sump  6  (.  om  I  Sump  &  C  oin  I  Publications  ol 
Collector's  ■  Collectors  ■  Locke  Mason 


Wols  IV-VI  ■  Vtals  VII  XIV 


Hardbound  — 3  Vols. 
Stock  No. 
BMA-600. 

List  $240.00 


Mason's  Stamp  & 
Coin  Collector's 
Magazine 

First  ever  reprint  of  the 
periodicals  of  E.  Locke  Ma¬ 
son,  rare  coin  dealer  of 
Philadelphia  and  Boston  in 
the  19th  century.  Great 
reading  for  the  numismatic 
buff. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BPO-100. 
List  $79.00 


U.S.  Patterns  and 
Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  se¬ 
ries,  with  much  information, 
price  data,  etc.,  not  available 
in  any  other  volume.  Award 
winner.  A  must  for  every  ad¬ 
vanced  librarv.  524  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 


BUST  HALF 
FEVER 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BSO-752. 
List  $60.00 


Bust  Half  Fever 
1807-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 
A  highly  interesting  book 
covering  all  die  varieties,  the 
background  of  the  series, 
grading  collecting,  etc.  330 
pages. 


Collective 
Volume 
Number  Four 
1995 


The 

Liberty 

Seated 

Collectors 

Club 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BGO-300. 
List  $44.00 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 
Collective  Vol.  4 

Edited  by 

Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from 
recent  years  from  the  jour¬ 
nal  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Col¬ 
lectors  Club.  Full  of  research 
information,  market  data, 
collecting  insights  and  more. 
600  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BRA-511. 
List  $12.95 


United  States 
Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 
This  interesting  study  dis¬ 
cusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the 
new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates.  174  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Spiral  bound. 
Stock  No. 
BSU-300. 
List  $32.00 


U.S.  Error  Note 
Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 
This  new  book  illustrates 
many  different  types  of  cur¬ 
rency  errors.  A  great  guide 
for  answering  frequently 
asked  questions  about  cur¬ 
rency  errors  and  giving  a 
view  of  market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BNE-798. 
List  $50.00 


United  States 
Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
The  standard  reference 
book  on  die  varieties  of  cop¬ 
per  cents  of  the  period.  312 
pages,  illustrated  with  line 
cuts. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BRU-725. 
List  $47.95 


Standard  Catalog  of 
U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 
Contain:  thousands  of  list¬ 
ings  and  photographs,  rarity 
ratings,  and  just  about  ev¬ 
erything  else  you  need  to 
know  to  buy,  sell,  collect,  en¬ 
joy,  and  appreciate  United 
States  tokens. 


Take  advantage  of  our 
special  discounts  on 
these  great  books 

If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list 
prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
20%  discount.  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  mer¬ 
chandise  already  offered  at  special  prices.) 
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Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BSW-742. 
List  $29.95 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BTA-104. 
List  $19.95. 


>H| 

wife 

Coin  Lore 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BTE-800. 
List  $22.00. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BTO-IOO. 
List  $19.95 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BRH-200. 
List  $29.95 


Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Siviatek  & 
Walter  Breen 

An  updated  version  of  this 
well-known  and  highly  re¬ 
garded  classic.  386  pages, 
illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BRH-950. 
list  $11.95 


Standard  Guide  to 
the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 
Packed  with  new,  updated 
information  on  every  coin  in 
the  series.  Over  300  pages. 


illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 


BVA-710. 


List  $79.95 


Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  Tebbens 
Collected  essays  by  this 
popular  Cum  Lore  columnist. 
Easy,  informative  reading  on 
about  as  many  various  sub¬ 
jects  as  there  are  chapters  in 
the  book:  42.  224  pages. 


Spiralbound. 


Stock  No. 


BVV1-202. 


List  $40.00 


The  Complete 
Guide  to  Franklin 
Half  Dollars 

By  Rick  Totnaska 
The  first  book  devoted 
solely  to  the  Franklin  half 
dollar  series.  Includes  date- 
by-date  analysis,  plus  grad¬ 
ing  information,  rarity  esti¬ 
mates,  and  more.  240  pages, 
illustrated. 


I  KAfc.  IHbU' 


Hardbound. 
Stock  No. 
BVVI-819 
List  $35.00 


Official  Guide  to 
Coin  Grading  and 
Counterfeit  Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Explains  and  illustrates 
the  standards  for  grading 
Mint  State  coins,  plus  in¬ 
formation  on  counterfeits, 
forgery,  cleaning,  and 
more.  324  pages,  illustrated 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BVVI-818. 
List  $25.00 


Scott  Travers'  Top 
88  Coins  Over  $100 

Foreuvrd  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  book  draws  a  road¬ 
map  detailing  both  the  hits 
and  the  misses- the  coins 
that,  in  his  opinion,  repre¬ 
sent  good  values  or  that  you 
should  steer  clear  of.  134 
pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 
Stock  No. 
BVVI-900 
List  $12.95 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
By  Steioart  Witham 
An  illustrated  biography 
which  makes  John  Reich, 
designer  of  the  1807 
Capped  Bust  coinage, 
come  alive.  48  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Comprehensive 
Catalogue  and 
Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and 
Peace  Dollars 
By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mai  I  is 
A  brand  new  edition  of  this 
popular  book.  534  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 


Video. 
Stock  No. 
BVI-110 
List  $29.95 


The  Medal  Maker 

Master  Sculptor  Laura 
Gardin  Fraser 
A  rare  16-minute  1929 
vintage  film  (now  in  video) 
showing  Laura  Cardin 
F raser  preparing  the  model 
for  America's  most  presti¬ 
gious  sculpture  award. 


The  Kennedy  Half 
Dollar  Book 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die 
varieties  in  this  popular  se¬ 
ries,  including  repunched 
mintmarks,  die  modifica¬ 
tions,  major  die  breaks,  pric¬ 
ing  and  rarity,  plus  helpful 
hints  for  cherrypicking.  316 
pages,  illustrated. 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 
A  new  edition  based  on  re¬ 
search  Doug  Winter  has  done 
since  1987  when  the  first  edi¬ 
tion  was  published.  Mintage, 
rarity  ratings,  strike  informa¬ 
tion,  surfaces,  lustre,  die  va¬ 
rieties  and  more  for  each  is¬ 
sue.  220  pages,  illustrated. 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Dahlonega  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 
Focuses  on  gold  coins 
struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint, 
including  availability  and 
commentary  related  to  strik¬ 
ing  and  die  characteristics. 
250  pages,  illustrated. 


The  B&M  Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin 
Revieir-Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President -Raymond  \  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept.  -  Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 
Numismatist:  Gail  Watson,  Numismatic 
Associate ;  Janet  Lavertue,  Chris  Karstedt, 
Marketing  Director. 

•  Auction  Dept.-Q.  David  Bowers,  Director: 
John  Pack,  Manager;  Denise  D'Eri. 
Numismatists:  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  John  Pack,  Beth 
O.  Piper,  Frank  Van  Yalen,  and  others. 

•  Research  Dept.  -  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena. 

•  Graphics  Dept. -Jennifer  Meers,  Robin 
Edgerly,  Roberta  French,  Annette  Doerr,  Doug 
Plasencia,  Manager,  Photography  Department. 

•  Administration -John  Babalis,  Operations 
Manager;  Cvnthia  LaCarbonara,  Donna  A. 
Badeau,  Rosalie  Minnerlv,  Guy  Hughes, 
Donna  Pearo,  Carolyn  Craigue. 

•  Publications  Dept. -John  Babalis,  Mary 
Tocci. 

•  Financial  Department -Laurel  A.  Morrill, 
Debbie  McDonald. 

•  Network/IS  Administrator-Thomas 

Trumble. 
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Take  Advantage  of 
the  Bowers  and  Merena 


Want  List 
Service 


Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the  grades  you 
want,  and  at  the  prices  that  will  be  a  good  value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of  important,  hard-to- 
find  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price  range  of  $250  and  up. 
Just  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to  list  the  coins  you  need, 
and  send  it  to  us.  We  will  immediately  begin  searching  for  the 
coins  you  specify! 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and 
ears  on  every  convention  bourse  floor,  in  our 
office  when  old-time  collections  come  through 
our  doors,  and  over  the  telephone  to  dealers 
and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 


We  offer  you 
these  advantages: 

Founded  in  1953,  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  organization  is  one  of  the  most 
reputable,  longest  established,  and  fi¬ 
nancially  secure  rare  coin  companies. 

We  consider  our  prices  to  be  excel¬ 
lent  values  for  the  quality  you  receive. 
Our  coins  are  chosen  specifically  for 
their  aesthetic  appeal  in  combination 
with  their  technical  grades.  PLUS,  each 
is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for  you. 
Each  and  every  purchase  you  make 
comes  with  our  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 
tion. 

We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  truly  en¬ 
joy  providing  the  best  in  personal  ser¬ 
vice.  Each  of  our  clients  becomes  an 
important  member  of  our  “family”  of 
coin  buyers. 

For  information,  call  toll  free 
1-800-222-5993  or  write 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 

Attn:  Want  List,  Box  1224, 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 


1.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday 
through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our 
Direct  Sales  Department— TOLL-FREE— at  800- 
222-5993.  New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regu¬ 
lar  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  conve¬ 
nience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector's 
Account,  or  use  MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American 
Express  (send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your 
card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign 
your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible 
(these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  "same 
type"  for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin 
of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade 
and  value  if  your  fir  st  choice  has  been  sold .  Please  add 
$5  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $500. 
Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either  through  our  pri¬ 
vate  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has 
been  previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged 
on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  15%  per  month 
(18%  per  annum)  after  30  days.  Layaways  are  avail¬ 
able.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  "ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:" 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern 
time.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or 
American  Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit, 
ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your 
street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Ex¬ 
press  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for 
orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under 
$500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 


Terns  of  Sale 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any 
reason,  including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30 
days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  AN  ACS,  PCGS, 
NGC,  etc.  have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days). 
Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transac¬ 
tions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is 
negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be 
returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed 
holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents 
the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preserva¬ 
tion  of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including 
adjectival  and  numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and 
paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are 
not  an  attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or 
implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such  adjectival  or 
numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among 
experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various  pub¬ 
lished  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time. 
However,  it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953) 
that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable  prices 
have  pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating 
numismatists.  In  the  process  we  have  built  what  is 
probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the 
world  today.  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder 
in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin 
proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund 
of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option, 


without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/ or  staff  mem¬ 
bers  are  members  of  the  Professional  Numisma¬ 
tists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Association  (life 
members),  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  and 
other  leading  numismatic  organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  1983-1985.  Ray  Merena  was  president  of  the 
PNG,  1995-1997.  Other  staff  members  have  like¬ 
wise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain 
no  over-the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  cer¬ 
tain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our 
clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your 
telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on 
any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit 
or  expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment 
performance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin, 
or  its  price  in  the  future.  Market  prices  are  deter¬ 
mined  by  supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading 
interpretations  may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It 
is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in 
New  Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under 
Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices 
and  special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort 
to  avoid  typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  errors  which  may  occur. 


Bowers  and  Merena ’s 

Spectacular 

Auction  Season 

Can  Realize  Top 
Market  Prices  for  You. 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  sea¬ 
sons  for  1999  and  2000.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell. 
Bowers  and  Merena  is  the  only  place  for  you.  Remember,  the 
same  numismatic  expertise  and  quality  presentation  which  char¬ 
acterized  such  record-breaking  sales  as  the  Eliasberg,  Norweb, 
Garrett,  and  Brand  collections  can  promote  your  individual  coins, 
sets,  or  entire  collection.  Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash 
advances  are  available  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consign¬ 
ment.  Simply  call John  Pack,  our  Auction  Manager,  for  complete 
details,  including  our  new  low  commission  rates.  It  may  well  be 
the  most  financially  rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 


Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894 

800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  auction@bovversandmerena.com 


Our  Upcoming  Sales . . . 


May  7-9,  1999 

New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Bass  Collection 


May  29-30,  1999 
Los  Angeles,  California 

The  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure  Coins 
The  Chesapeake  Bay  Collection 


August  9,  1999 
Chicago,  Illinois 

The  Rarities  Sale 


August  29-31,  1999 
New  York  City,  New  York 

Includes  the  Walter  Childs  Collection 


August  9-12,  2000 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

(with  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention) 


Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next  five  years! 

January  4-5,  2000;  January  2-3,  2001 January  8-9,  2002;  January  7-8,  2003;  and  January  6-7,  2004. 


October  1-3,  1999 
New  York  City,  New  York 

The  Bass  Collection 

November  11-13,  1999 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/ Baltimore  Convention) 


We  sold  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  speci¬ 
men  of  the  1804  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar 
for  $1,815,000,  the  highest  price  paid  at 
auction  for  a  United  States  coin. 


January  4-5,  2000 
Orlando,  Florida 

The  Rarities  Sale 

March  23-March  25,  2000 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

(with  the  Suburban  Washington/ Baltimore  Convention) 

May  27-29,  2000 

New  York  City,  New  York 


We  also  hold  the  record  for  the  second  high¬ 
est  price  paid  at  auction  for  a  U.S.  coin: 
$  1,485,000 for  a  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel. 
In  fact,  of  the  top  10  individual  U.S.  coins 
sold  at  public  auction,  we  sold  seven  of  them. 
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Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 


BOX  1224  •  WOLFEBORO,  NH  O3894 


Toll-free:  800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  FAX:  603-569-5319 

\vww.bo\versandmerena.com  •  email:  dirsales@bowersandmerena.com 


